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This talk investigates how a sense of place is constructed in documentary films (and media artworks) vis-à-vis fiction films through the recording and mediation of site-specific elements, such as environmental sounds and images. Although the cinematically mediated setting acts as the backdrop or Mise-en-scène where a story or event can take place, there has been little academic study of site-specificity in relation to the mediation of the cinematic setting and production of space in documentary film and media artworks in comparison to fiction films. Drawing on theories of narrative, diegesis, mimesis and presence, and following a varied number of relevant fiction and documentary films and audio-visual media artworks, this talk aims to explore the human agency and affordances in producing reality and presence through ethnographic mediation of the site and placemaking, inside a filmic universe. 
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