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I Education in General
Educational Systems and Educational Vocabulary
Task 1. Read the following text and decide if the statements are True (T), False (F) or there is No Information (NI) in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
UK Education Systems

Below you’ll find our briefing on the major differences between UK and US education systems, including information on the national curriculum, grading and examinations, as well as links to additional resources. 
Primary and Secondary (K-12) Education

More than 90% of students in the UK attend publicly-funded state schools. Approximately 8.5 million children attend one of the 30,000 schools in England and Wales; in Scotland, 830,000 children attend about 5,000 schools, including pre-schools and other special education schools; and Northern Ireland sends 350,000 children to 1,300 state schools. Primary schools usually include both girls and boys as pupils. Secondary schools may be either single-sex or co-educational.

Education departments in England, Scotland and Wales fund schools through a Local Education Authority (or Education Authority in Scotland). In Northern Ireland, schools are largely financed from public funds through five Education and Library Boards.

National Curriculum in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

By law, all children between ages 5 and 16 must receive a full-time education. The UK introduced a National Curriculum in 1992 and state schools are required to adhere to it until students reach age 16. However, independent schools are not obliged to do so.

National Curriculum core subjects are: English, mathematics and science; Welsh is a core subject in Welsh-speaking schools. Foundation subjects are design and technology; information and communication technology; history; geography; modern foreign languages; music; art and design; physical education; religious education; and citizenship.

Northern Ireland follows a similar framework; however, schools can develop additional curriculum elements to express their particular ethos and meet pupils' individual needs and circumstances. The curriculum also includes the Irish language in Irish-speaking schools. 

After five years of secondary education, students take examinations in a range of subjects at the level of General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). The GCSE is a single-subject examination set and marked by independent examination boards. Students usually take up to ten (there is no upper or lower limit) GCSE examinations in different subjects, including mathematics and English language. 

After taking GCSEs, students may leave secondary schooling; alternatively, they may choose to continue their education at vocational or technical colleges, or they may take a higher level of secondary school examinations known as AS-Levels after an additional year of study. Following two years of study, students may take A-Level (short for Advanced Level) examinations, which are required for university entrance in the UK.

Scotland

Scotland has its own qualification framework that is separate from that in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. After seven years of primary education and four years of compulsory secondary education, students aged 15 to 16 may take the Scottish Certificate of Education (SCE).  The Scottish Certificate of Education is recognized throughout the UK as the equivalent to GCE A-levels and is usually the entry qualification for university.

For more information about Scotland’s education system, visit Learning and Teaching in Scotland or EducationUK Scotland for information about higher education.

Grades and Transcripts

The American concept of a school transcript is unfamiliar in the UK. Schools in the UK do not generally rank pupils within their year; currently, the principal standards are the GCSE, SCE and AS and A-Level examination results.

There is no official method of equating British and American primary and secondary educational qualifications. The educational systems are entirely different and attempts to compare them must be done on a strictly provisional basis. However, in general 5 GCSE's or the Scottish Certificate of Education-Standard Grade passes are considered to weigh closest to the American high school diploma.

For more information on English examinations, please visit the Assessment and Qualifications Alliance, which is the largest of the three English examination bodies. For information on Northern Ireland’s examination policy, please visit the Council on Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment, or for more about Scotland’s grading procedures, you can review the Scottish Qualifications Authority’s website.

Post-secondary and Higher Education

Approximately 1.8 million students are currently enrolled in the UK higher education system; about one third of young people go on to higher education at age 18 (with almost 50% of students in Scotland), and an increasing number of "mature" students are studying either full-time or part-time for university degrees. Higher education is a current policy priority for the government, with a target set to attract 50% of 18- to 30-year-olds to higher education by 2010.

Undergraduate degrees take three years to complete in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, while at Scottish universities they last four years. At the graduate level, a master's degree is normally earned in a single year, a research master's degree takes two years and a doctoral degree is often completed in three years. 

Professional courses, such as medicine, veterinary medicine, law and teaching, usually are undertaken as five-year undergraduate degrees.

(http://www.britishcouncil.org/usa-education-uk-system-k-12-education.htm 22.07.09)
0. The current text only treats the educational system in the UK.


.. F ..

1. Less than 10% of students in the UK attend public schools.



.........
2. There is a higher probability of studying in an all-boys or all-girls class

in the primary schools of the UK.







.........

3. Public schools in the UK have to follow the National Curriculum.


.........

4. In Northern Ireland the National Curriculum includes Irish folk traditions as a

separate subject.









.........

5. GCSE exams are the graduation exams of compulsory education in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland.







.........

6. Scottish students are accepted to universities at an earlier age than English 

students.










.........

7. The academic level of American high school is considered to be lower than that

of the UK secondary school. 







.........

8. Higher education is the least popular with youngsters in Scotland.


.........
Task 2. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
first grade
specialized
eventually
diploma
seven

dentistry
consists equivalent
closely

required
awarded
college

advance
major
prior

completion
thesis

education


USA Education System: Overview of the American Education System 

Primary school 

American children start school at the age of five years. The first year at school is called kindergarten. It is required of all American children enrolled in the American education system. The second year at school is considered the first year of primary school and is referred to as (0) ... first grade ... . In America, the word grade has two meanings: (1) the score achieved on an exam or in a course, and (2) a year of education in primary or secondary school. Primary school most commonly 1. ................................... of five years of education, referred to as first through fifth grades. 

Secondary school 

Upon 2. ................................. of fifth grade (the last year of primary school), American children enrolled in the American education system advance to secondary school. Secondary school most commonly consists of a total of 3. ................................... years, referred to as sixth through twelfth grades. The ninth through twelfth grades are most commonly referred to as high school. Upon completion of twelfth grade, American students are 4. .................................... a certificate called the high school diploma. In the American education system, students must have obtained a high school 5. ................................... before they are admitted into college or university. Foreign students who would like to attend an American college or university must have completed coursework that is 6. ......................................... to what is taught at an American high school. Foreign students who would like to attend an American high school, need to consider how the high school they select will give them access to the best colleges. You can also learn about some of the finest girls boarding schools and boys boarding schools in the American education system.

Undergraduate school 

Students who have completed high school and would like to attend 7. ..................................... or university must attend what is referred to as an undergraduate school. These are schools that offer either a two-year degree (called an associate degree) or a four-year degree (called a bachelors degree) in a specific course of study. That course of study is called the 8. ............................... . While most schools that offer a four-year degree will admit students who have not yet chosen a major, all students are 9. .................................... to select (or declare) a major by their second year at school. Students who complete an associate degree can continue their education at a four-year school and 10. ................................ complete a bachelor degree.

Graduate school 

Students who have obtained a bachelor’s degree can continue their 11. .................................... by pursuing one of two types of degrees. The first is a master’s degree. This is usually a two-year degree that is highly 12. ................................... in a specific field. Students are sometimes admitted to a master’s degree program only if they have a bachelor’s degree in a13. ................................ related field. However, there are many exceptions to this, such as with students who want to pursue a Master’s in Business Administration (MBA) degree. Students who want to 14. ................................... their education even further in a specific field can pursue a doctorate degree, also called a PhD. A PhD degree can take between three and six years to complete, depending on the course of study chosen, the ability of the student, and the 15. ....................................... that the student has selected. The thesis is a very intensive research paper that must be completed 16. ..................................... to earning the degree. It is always required of students pursuing a PhD, and may sometimes be required of students pursuing a master’s degree (depending on the school). 

Certain courses of study are only available at the graduate school level in America. The most notable of these are law, 17. ........................................, and medicine. Students who want to pursue a degree in one of these fields must first obtain a bachelor’s degree.

(http://www.usastudyguide.com/overview.htm 22.07.09)

Task 3. Study the following chart comparing the educational systems of the UK and the USA. Note the differences in vocabulary! Provide a similar chart of the educational system of Estonia.
BRITISH






AMERICAN

	AGE RANGE
	NAME             
	ALTERNATIVE NAME
	NAME 
	ALTERNATIVE NAME




PRESCHOOL (OPTIONAL)
1-4

Nursery


Play group

-


-



PRIMARY SCHOOL



PRESCHOOL

4-5

Reception

Infants reception

Pre-kindergarten


5-6

Year 1


Infants year 1

Kindergarten









ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

6-7

Year 2


Infants year 2

1st grade

7-8

Year 3


Junior year 3

2nd grade

8-9

Year 4


Junior year 4

3rd grade

9-10

Year 5


Junior year 5

4th grade

10-11

Year 6


Junior year 6

5th grade



SECONDARY SHOOL



MIDDLESCHOOL / JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

11-12

Year 7


First form

6th grade

12-13

Year 8


Second form

7th grade

13-14

Year 9


Third form

8th grade









HIGH SCHOOL

14-15

Year 10


Fourth form

9th grade


Freshman year

15-16

Year 11


Fifth form (GCSE)
10th form

Sophomore year



SIXTH FORM (OPTIONAL)

16-17

Year 12


Lower sixth

11th grade

Junior year

17-18

Year 13


Upper sixth (A level)
12th grade

Senior year


(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_and_British_English_differences#Education 23.07.09)
Task 4. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Higher education (UK)

Higher education is education provided by universities and other (0) ... institutions ... (institute) that award academic degrees, such as university colleges, and liberal arts colleges. 

Higher education includes both the 1. ............................ (teach) and the research activities of universities, and within the realm of teaching, it includes both the 2. ................................ (graduate) level (sometimes referred to as tertiary education) and the graduate (or postgraduate) level (sometimes referred to as quaternary education). Higher education differs from other forms of post-secondary education such as 3. ............................................ (vocation) education. However, most 4. ................................... (profession) education is included within higher education, and many postgraduate 5. ...................................... (qualify) are strongly vocationally or professionally oriented, for example in disciplines such as law and medicine. 
Degrees and Graduation

There is a three-level hierarchy of degrees (Bachelor, Master, Doctor) 6. .................................... (current) used in the United Kingdom.

A graduate student (also, grad student or grad in American English, postgraduate student or postgrad in British English) is an individual who has completed a bachelor's degree (B.A., B.S./B.Sc.) and is pursuing further higher education , with the goal of achieving a master's degree (M.A., M.S./M.Sc., M.Ed., etc.) or 7. ........................................ (doctor) (Ph.D., Ed.D., D.A., D.Sc., D.M.A., Th.D., etc.). In the United States, graduate education can also refer to those pursuing a post-master's Educational Specialist degree or post-master's Certificate of Advanced Study. The term usually does not refer to one in medical school and only 8. .................................... (occasion) refers to someone in law school or business school. 
Admission 

Admission to do a research degree in the UK typically requires the 9. ....................................... (sponsor) of a professor. Admission to do a master's degree (based on coursework) depends upon having an undergraduate degree, generally in a 10. ..................................... (relate) subject.
Funding 

It is very difficult to obtain funding for postgraduate study in the UK. There are a few 11. ................................  (scholar) for master's courses, but these are rare and 12. ................................... (depend) on the course and class of undergraduate degree obtained. Most master's students are self-funded. 

Funding is available for some Ph.D. courses. There is more funding available to those in the sciences than in other disciplines.

(http://www.learnenglish.de/culture/educationculture.htm#BOTTOM 27.07.09)
Task 5. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Higher Education (USA)
College and university
Post-secondary education in the United States is known as college or university and commonly (0) ... consists ... of four years of study at an institution of higher learning. There are 4,352 colleges, universities, and junior colleges in the country.

Like high school, the four undergraduate grades are commonly 1. ........................ freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior years (alternatively called first year, second year, etc.). Students traditionally apply to receive admission 2. ..........................  college, with varying difficulties of entrance. Schools differ in their competitiveness and reputation; generally, the 3. ..........................  prestigious schools are private, rather than public. Admissions criteria involve the rigor and grades earned in high school courses taken, the students' GPA, class ranking, and standardized test 4. ........................  (such as the SAT or the ACT tests). Most colleges also consider more subjective factors such 5. ................................... a commitment to extracurricular activities, a personal essay, and an interview. While numerical factors rarely ever are absolute required values, each college usually has a rough threshold below 6. ............................... admission is unlikely.

Once admitted, students engage 7. ............................... undergraduate study, which consists of satisfying university and class requirements to achieve a bachelor's degree in a field 8. ....................................  concentration known as a major. (Some students enroll in double majors or "minor" in another field of study.) The most common method consists of four years of 9. .............................. leading to a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), a Bachelor of Science (B.S.), or sometimes another bachelor's degree such as Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.), Bachelor of Social Work (B.S.W.), Bachelor of Engineering (B.Eng.,) or Bachelor of Philosophy (B.Phil.) 

Graduate study, conducted after obtaining an initial degree and sometimes after several years of professional work, leads to a more advanced degree 10. ............................... as a master's degree, which could be a Master of Arts (MA), Master of Science (MS), Master of Business Administration (MBA), or 11. ............................. less common master's degrees such as Master of Education (MEd), and Master of Fine Arts (MFA). After additional years of study and sometimes in conjunction 12. ............................ the completion of a master's degree, students may earn a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) or other doctoral degree, such as Doctor of Arts, Doctor of Education, Doctor of Theology, Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Pharmacy, Doctor of Physical Therapy, or Doctor of Jurisprudence. Some programs, such as medicine, have formal apprenticeship procedures post-graduation 13. ....................................... residency and internship which must be completed after graduation and before one 14. .................................... considered to be fully trained. Other professional programs like law and business have no formal apprenticeship requirements after graduation (although law school graduates must take the bar exam in 15. ............................ to legally practice law in nearly all states).

Only 8.9 percent of students ever receive postgraduate degrees, and most, after obtaining 16. ............................... bachelor's degree, proceed directly into the workforce.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_the_United_States#College_and_university 27.07.09)
Task 6. In a small group complete the vocabulary list with either British or American words. There is an example at the beginning (0)
School vocabulary from A-Z
	British English
	American English

	A
	 

	autumn
	(0) fall

	B
	 

	break 
	recess


	C
	 

	1. ......................
	janitor

	class/form 
	2. .......................

	cloakroom
	check room

	cloakroom attendant
	hat check girl

	F
	 

	foyer
	lobby/foyer

	3. ..............................
	period (punctuation)

	G
	 

	graduate
	alumnus

	gym shoes/plimsolls
	sneakers/tennis shoes/gym shoes

	H
	 

	headmaster/mistress/head teacher
	4. .........................

	5. .............................
	vacation

	M
	

	mate

maths
	friend

math

	marking scheme
	6. .........................

	mucking around/off task
	off task/fooling around/goofing off

	O
	

	open day/open evening
	open house

	P
	 

	packed lunch
	sack lunch/bag lunch

	7. ............................
	graduate student/grad

	8. ............................
	private school

	R
	 

	rubber
	eraser

	S
	 

	scribbling pad/block
	scratch pad

	school dinner
	hot lunch

	staff (academic)
	9. .........................

	10. ..........................
	teachers lounge

	state school
	public school

	T
	 

	term (academic) (3 in a year)
	11. ........................ (2 in a year)

	12. ..........................
	schedule

	U
	 

	undergraduates:
	undergraduates:

	- 1st year
	- freshman

	- 2nd year
	13. .........................

	- 3rd year
	- junior

	- 4th year
	14. .........................


(http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/americanbritish/index.html 21.07.09)

(http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/americanbritish/school.html 21.07.09)
Task 7. Paraphrase the following words of educational field. There are some examples given to you.
Education vocabulary

Subjects

These are the lessons that students typically study in high school (or secondary school as it often called in Britain):

Business Studies: 
Here you learn about how the business world works.

Drama: 

A class where you can try acting and learn about the theatre.

Economics: 

1. ............................................................................................
Geography: 

2. ............................................................................................
History: 

The study of the past and how past events shaped our world.

Mathematics:

3. ............................................................................................
Physical Education: 
Learning how to play sports and getting some exercise.

Religious Education: 4. ...........................................................................................
Science: 

Usually this subject is taught in three fields:

· Biology: 
The study of living things like plants, animals and humans. 

· Chemistry: 
5. ............................................................................................
· Physics: 
The study of matter and energy and how they affect each other. 

Other education vocabulary

Boarding School:(n) 
6. ............................................................................................
'During my first few weeks at boarding school I missed my parents a lot.'

Cheat: (v)

7. ............................................................................................ 
'The student cheated by writing the answers on his hand and looking at them during the test.'

Co-educational: (n) 
8. ............................................................................................
'I think co-educational schools helps students to form better relationships with members of the opposite sex in later life.'

'I get nervous when I take a test. I prefer to do coursework because I have a long time to do it and I can do it at my own pace.'

Enrol: (v) 

9. .............................................................................................
'To enroll on this course you need to be here on 7th January to do the paperwork.'

Fail: (v)

10. ........................................................................................... 
'40% of students failed the test. The other 60% passed.'

Qualification: (n) 
A qualification is the official proof that you have successfully completed a course or that you have the necessary skills.

'What academic qualifications do you have? Do you have a degree?'

Retake: (v / n) 
11. ..........................................................................................
'Retakes will be held in February for all those students who did not get 40% on the last test.'
'Don't worry you will be able to retake this exam if you don't pass.'

Revise: (v)

12. .......................................................................................... 

'I'm going to stay in tonight and revise for Monday's test.'

Semester / Term: (noun) Both of these words are used to mean the periods of the school year. The school year is usually divided into three terms (Spring, Autumn and Winter) or two semesters (Spring and Autumn).

'At this school each semester is 12 weeks long.'

(http://www.ecenglish.com/learnenglish/lessons/education-vocabulary 22.07.09)
Teaching and Teachers
Task 1. Read the following text and choose the answers you think fit best. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Education spending to be cut by £100m despite Gordon Brown's pledge

Education spending will be cut next year for the first time in more than two decades, according to Treasury figures.  

By Edmund Conway, Economics Editor
Published: 9:58PM BST 22 Jul 2009

Despite Gordon Brown pledging to safeguard spending on schools and universities, government documents show that the total education budget will fall by £100 million after the next election. 

The disclosure is in statistics that detail the true scale of the Government’s budget reductions for the first time. Published without fanfare on the Treasury’s website, they show that, throughout government, spending will be cut next year, in real terms, by 0.7 per cent, or almost £3 billion. 

The Home Office, the Department of Transport and the Ministry of Justice are among 14 of the 23 departments that will see their budgets fall. The deepest cuts will be made to Lord Mandelson’s Business Department (24.6 per cent) and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (22 per cent), according to the documents. 

However, it is the drop in education spending that will prove most controversial. According to the figures, which are adjusted for inflation, total education spending will fall from £85.1 billion in 2009-10 to £85 billion in 2010-11. While the cut is small in terms of the total budget, it is highly symbolic because it would be the first such drop since at least the late 1980s. 

Only on Wednesday, the Prime Minister insisted that spending on key public services would be safeguarded. Asked about the public’s belief that cuts are going to be imposed, Mr Brown said: “I’m confident that people can look to a Labour Government which has protected and advanced public services over the last 12 years to make sure our front-line public services, that is hospitals and schools and everything else, are protected.” 

The Treasury figures disclose that, while spending on schools will increase marginally next year by 0.8 per cent, this will be more than offset by the 2.4 per cent cut in spending on the areas of innovation, universities and skills. The result is an overall cut in spending on education. 

The Home Office, which helps pay for the police, will see its budget cut by 0.3 per cent. Health spending is to increase by 1.5 per cent. 

Cuts are having to be made to public spending because of the impact of the recession on government finances. The Treasury is receiving tens of billions of pounds less in taxes, while public debt is to more than double to £1.3 trillion in the next four years. 

George Osborne, the shadow chancellor, said: “These official government figures nail the Labour lie on spending once and for all. They show in black and white that overall spending under Labour is being cut, as is total education spending. Gordon Brown should now abandon his dishonest claim that he can go on increasing spending and accept that we Conservatives have been right to say that spending has to be cut to deal with this Government’s debt crisis.” 

David Cameron has been under pressure from Labour to explain which areas of spending he would cut. Today, the Conservative leader suggests that there should be a national consensus about which Whitehall budgets should be targeted. 

The Treasury figures also show that key departments such as transport and defence will see their budgets slashed by almost eight per cent. 

Although the Treasury insisted that the figures do not include funding for the conflict in Afghanistan, there was concern that such cuts could threaten the acquisition of military hardware including helicopters. 

Major government policies such as the multi-billion-pound Crossrail train development in London could also be in jeopardy. 

The department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform will have to reduce its entire budget by a quarter, raising serious questions over the Government’s ability to safeguard businesses through the recession. The statistics represent the first time that the Government has spelt out budget reductions in real terms, and raise questions about Mr Brown’s claim that talk of “doomsday” Whitehall cuts was “ridiculous”. 

A Treasury spokesman said that the reductions should not be classified as “cuts”, since spending had been brought forward from subsequent years’ budgets. “It is ridiculous to suggest that the Government is planning cuts in defence spending or overall spending next year,” he said. “We have brought forward £3 billion of spending from 2010-11 in order to support the economy now and spending on operations in Iraq and Afghanistan — over £4 billion this year — has not yet been allocated for next year. On the basis of findings of independent advisers, the Government also announced in the Pre-Budget report that it would make £5 billion of efficiency savings next year, protecting funding for frontline services.” 
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5889812/Education-spending-to-be-cut-by-100m-despite-Gordon-Browns-pledge.html  23.07.09)
(0) Education spending has not been cut for

A 
about 20 years





B
less than 20 years

C
more than 200 years





D 
200 years 

1. Gordon Brown has previously promised

A
not to reduce education spending in 2010



B
to save money for educational purposes in 2010

C
to spend less money on education in 2010


D 
to spend more money on education in 2010
2. The cut in education concerns the public because it 
A
has been kept a secret  

B
has not been talked about

C
has not happened for years

D
is so big

3. Compared to funding higher educational institutions, spending on schools in 2010 will be
A
lowered 

B
raised

C
rearranged

D
reduced 
4. The UK Government is experiencing debt crisis due to

A
Gordon Brown’s inadequate leading strategies 
B
ignoring the Conservative Party’s suggestions

C
people being unable to pay their taxes

D
the increase in funding health care

5. Cuts in defence will

A
affect the training of military forces

B
bring British troops out Afghanistan

C
have an effect on purchasing military equipment
D
reduce the number of British soldiers in Afghanistan

6. In order to secure funding for the most important public services in 2010, the Government is planning to 

A
cut down on its own spending
B
cut the budget of the department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform
C
cut the spending on operations in Iraq and Afghanistan
D
employ independent advisors

Task 2. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Teaching workforce falls, figures show 

The number of teachers working in English schools fell this year, despite a Government (0) ... recruitment ... (recruit)  drive, new figures show. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 9:30PM BST 07 May 2009


[image: image1.png]



 Photo: GETTY 
Some 431,400 were registered at primary, secondary and special schools - a drop of 3,400 compared to a year earlier. At the same time, 2,240 teaching posts were left vacant.

Ministers said overall 1. .............................. (vacant) were down on 2008, insisting more people wanted to work in schools during the 2. ................................. (recess). 
In recent months, the Government has promised to slash the amount of time needed to train as a teacher to "fast track" 3. ...................................... (skill) professionals into the classroom. 

Jim Knight, Schools Minister, said: "In these challenging 4. .............................. (economy) times, people are seeing teaching and support staff positions in schools as 5. ...................................... (increase) appealing options, in part due to the 6. .................................. (attract) financial rewards put in place, but also due to the tremendous 7. ...................................... (person) rewards that go with them. 

"There are now 8. .................................. (few) schools vacancies overall than this time last year and we are targeting high calibre candidates from industries which have been affected by the 9. ..................................... (finance) downturn such, as city workers to join the workforce next year."

According to figures from the Department for Children, Schools and Families, the number of full time teachers in primary schools dropped by 100 to 197,900 this year. 

In secondaries, numbers fell by 3,400 to 211,900, but there was a slight rise in special schools. 

Government figures also show more teachers were off sick last year.

Some 315,500 teachers in English schools were signed off ill, 10. ............................. (miss) an average of one week each.
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5291610/Teaching-workforce-falls-figures-show.html 23.07.09)

Task 3. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
nations
demanded
academic
abilities
graduating

volume
former 
controlled
pay

courses
expected

behaviourally
system

primary
trainees
standards



Teachers in England 'poorly trained' 

Teachers in England are among the least-qualified in the developed world, according to research. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 22 Jul 2009

Qualifications needed to work in schools are lower than other (0) ... nations ... such as France, Germany and the United States, it was claimed. The study also said more teachers quit the classroom in England after just a few years and 1. ............................................. fails to keep up with international standards. 

Politeia, the think-tank, insisted the 2. ..................................... of training in England was in "crisis" and called for urgent reform.

The findings were criticised by the Government which claimed teachers were now better trained than ever.

Separate figures published on Wednesday showed trainees 3. ...................................... last year were more likely to have at least a lower-second class degree than when Labour came to power. But Chris Woodhead, the 4. ...................................... chief inspector of schools, said the Politeia report reflected growing anxiety over teaching standards. 

Writing in the same study, he said teachers were now 5. ................................ to be more focused on "the challenges of social diversity than the excitement of teaching an 6. ............................... subject". 

"These days student teachers and aspirant headteachers are lobotomised into an unthinking acceptance of the Government's plans," he said. "Who would want to be a member of this non-profession?

"We remain committed to the comprehensive ideal and continue to believe that a teacher should want to teach and be able to teach children of all 7. ...................................... . This is nonsense. Some teachers are gifted in the teaching of academic children; others are brilliant with, for example, the emotionally and 8. .............................................. disturbed."

In today's study, Politeia compared teaching 9. .......................................... in England with those in France, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the US and New Zealand.

At the moment, students attempting to work in primary schools need at least a C grade GCSE in English and mathematics, on top of a degree, before being allowed onto postgraduate training 10. ...................................... . 

But the report said other countries 11. ......................................... "the full range of subjects" to the equivalent of A-level standard before students were given more intensive training places. 

Politeia said the bar had to be raised "to attract into teaching the most academically and professionally able from each generation". 

Researchers also claimed that between 30 and 50 per cent of 12. ....................................... in England quit the classroom within three years of training, the highest in the countries involved. 

In a further development, the study said England had the "most 13. ................................... and centrally managed profession". 

"In no other country is a teacher's day to day work circumscribed by government or bureaucrats", it said. 

It came as separate figures from the Government's Training and Development Agency for Schools, which runs teacher training, found 95 per cent of 14. ................................................ school trainee teachers and 89 per cent of those training to work in secondaries had a 2:2 or better. 

Graham Holley, chief executive, said: "The large 15. ..................................... and high quality of candidates with good degrees entering the teaching profession continues to grow every year, which can only be good for pupils." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5880537/Teachers-in-England-poorly-trained.html 23.07.09)

Task 4. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Ed Balls: Teachers to be 'licensed' to work in schools 

Teachers face a regular "check up" before being allowed to work in the classroom under plans to root out poor performance. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 01 Jul 2009
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Ed Balls, the Schools Secretary. Photo: BLOOMBERG 

They will be required to get a licence - renewed (0) ... every ... five years - to ensure they are fit to teach in English state schools. The proposals - outlined in a new education White Paper - have 1. .............................. compared to similar systems in the medical and legal professions. Ed Balls, the Schools Secretary, said it was likely that some of the country's 430,000 teachers would "not make the grade". 

/.../ Under plans, the "licence to teach" will be introduced for newly-qualified 2. ............................... from September 2010 and remaining staff in coming years. 

"If there are teachers who need some more support to get 3. .................................  to date we will provide that," said Mr Balls. "But if, in the end, there are teachers who move 4. ............................... school to school because they are not succeeding and that's easier from the point of 5. ....................................... of the school system than facing up to their inadequacies, then that's something we must address." 

Teachers will be licensed - based on their competence in the 6. ............................. - by individual headteachers. The General Teaching Council, which regulates the profession, will monitor the process and could intervene 7. ................................... schools fail to impose rigorous checks. 

But it is believed the system would be scrapped by a Conservative government. 

Michael Gove, the shadow schools secretary, said: "8. .................................... of real steps to improve teaching, such as giving heads the power to pay bonuses 9. ..........................................  specialist teachers or reforming teacher training, Ed Balls proposes yet another huge bureaucratic measure that will cost a fortune and cause all 10. .................................... of problems. We don't support it." 

The announcement was made as part of a package of measures designed to boost school standards and give parents more power. 

For the first time, parents and pupils will 11. ........................... a set of legally defined "guarantees", including the right to up to five hours of sport every week, one-to-one tuition for children falling behind in the basics, support 12. .................................. gifted pupils and personal tutors for all children. 

Parents can complain to the Local Government Ombudsman and even sue schools through the courts if they fail to act. 

/.../ Plans for teaching licenses 13. .................................... criticised by the National Union of Teachers. 

Christine Blower, NUT general secretary, said: “There are no shortages of accountability measures against which teachers are judged, from initial teaching training, through their induction year and Ofsted inspections. Teachers’ capacity and practice are persistently 14. ............................... review.” 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5700476/Ed-Balls-Teachers-to-be-licensed-to-work-in-schools.html 23.07.09)

Task 5. Read the following text and match the explanations to the words highlighted in the text. Note that there are 3 extra words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Teachers condemn 'Big Brother' spy cameras in schools 
Sophisticated CCTV is being installed in school classrooms to crack down on (1) bad behaviour and monitor teachers, it emerged last night.
By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 21 Jul 2009

Cameras have been placed in nearly 100 schools across Britain with plans for dozens more. Footage from the digital Classwatch system can be stored for up to a month. It is being used to cut truancy, improve teaching and stop staff being subjected to malicious (2)  allegations.

Other schools are already installing two-way mirrors to vet (3) trainee teachers and taking pupil fingerprints to improve security.

But last night the tactics were condemned by classroom unions as "Big Brotherish". They warned that the use of spy cameras stopped teachers taking risks for fear of being reprimanded (4) by senior management. It follows a Government pledge that teachers should only be formally monitored for three hours in any school year.

Dr Mary Bousted, general secretary of the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, said: "This all sounds very Big Brotherish. We have major reservations about using CCTV to monitor staff. It would be hard to see how teachers would act naturally if they knew they might be being watched all the time on camera. Schools should not have to resort to technology to fight bullying (5) and bad behaviour."

A survey of schools last year found as many as eight-in-10 had CCTV, but not necessarily in classrooms themselves.

Classwatch, a private company, has installed state-of-the-art (6) systems in 94 schools, the majority of which are Government-funded. The system, which costs £5,000 per classroom, is normally only installed in a handful of lessons in each school. 

But on Monday it was revealed that cameras have been placed in 28 classrooms at Stockwell Park High School in south London. Two or three high-definition colour cameras are used in each classroom, fitted with (7) sensitive audio equipment.

Angus Drever, the company's managing director, said it helped trainee teachers improve their skills and recorded the best lessons to boost (8) standards across the school. "It has been used to raise education standards by helping teachers up their game," he said.

Access to cameras and recordings is password-protected and controlled by school governors, said the company. Footage (9) is erased within a month. 

Judette Tapper, Stockwell Park head teacher, said it helped combat bad behaviour, bullying and proved a "useful tool (10)  in investigating and discouraging truancy".

But one pupil at the school said: "Cameras can be useful, but also they are an invasion (11) of your privacy and sometimes they make me feel uncomfortable because I don't know when someone could be watching me."

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5873231/Teachers-condemn-Big-Brother-spy-cameras-in-schools.html 21.07.09)
(0) to add a piece of equipment to something else (v) 



... fit with (7) ...
1. to check someone to find out if they are suitable for a particular job (v)
..........................

2. using the newest and most advanced ideas and features (adj)

..........................
3. a film of a particular subject or event (n)




..........................

4. behaviour that frightens or hurts someone smaller or weaker (n)

..........................

5. unkind and showing a strong desire to hurt someone (adj)


..........................

6. to tell somebody officially that something they have done is wrong (v)
..........................

7. to start dealing with someone or something much more strictly (v)

..........................
Task 6. Read the text and in small groups draft a Home School Agreement including all three parties (parents, school and a pupil).
All parents to sign 'behaviour contracts' 

All parents will be forced to sign "contracts" to ensure their children behave at school, the Government has announced.

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 6:40PM BST 22 Jul 2009

Pupils and their families will be required to agree to the deal - setting out minimum standards of behaviour and attendance - before the start of term. Contracts, known as Home School Agreements, will also establish parents' responsibilities for the first time. They face court action and possible fines of up to £1,000 for repeatedly breaking rules.

The contracts will become compulsory in all English state schools under plans laid out in a Government White Paper. 

Ministers suggested that "good" parents would be able to complain about other mothers and fathers who fail to ensure their children behave.

Ed Balls, the Schools Secretary, said the changes would help stop a single student disrupting the education of his or her classmates. "If the large majority of parents are doing the right thing but a small minority do not engage you can have one lesson for 30 kids disrupted by one child," he said.

"Every parent will have to, as part of the admissions process, say they take on board the obligations in the Home School Agreement, and every parent will be expected to reaffirm that every year.

"If other parents feel that the HSA is not being enforced against other parents they will be able to tell the local education authority."

HSAs are already in widespread use. They are currently imposed on the parents of unruly children, forcing them to take responsibility for their behaviour. 

But under new rules, all parents of children starting school for the first time will be required to sign them, the Government said. It will set out rules on behaviour, attendance, school uniform and homework. Parents will have a duty to ensure children meet the tough code.

Ministers have already announced plans to toughen up the contracts. Under the White Paper, parents may be hauled before the courts by local authorities if they repeatedly break the contract. They can be served with civil "parenting orders" by magistrates' courts, forcing mothers and fathers to attend parenting courses or counselling sessions and ensuring children are at home at night or kept clear of bad influences. Orders are backed by fines of up to £1,000.

The details of the contracts form part of the updated Youth Crime Action Plan, published on Wednesday by the Home Office, the Ministry of Justice and the Department for Children, Schools and Families.

Mr Balls added: "Heads will be able to say to the recalcitrant parents, if you do not sign this or make sure they do the homework, or support discipline, then we will take that as evidence in the magistrates' court." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5888788/All-parents-to-sign-behaviour-contracts.html 23.07.09)

Task  7. Five sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-F the one which fits each gap (1-5). There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.
Ballroom dancing 'helps pupils' behaviour and motivates children to exercise'
Ballroom dancing is helping to improve behaviour and interest more children in exercise, 
researchers have found.
 Published: 7:00AM BST 22 Jun 2009
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An evaluation of a national dancing initiative backed by professionals Darren Bennett and Lilia Kopylova from the television programme Strictly Come Dancing found that children's attitudes to exercise changed as a result of introducing dance to PE lessons. 1. ..... It saw more than 2,500 students aged five to 18 learn to cha-cha-cha, waltz and jive in 29 primary and secondary schools across England.

The evaluation, conducted by Dr Jeanne Keay, Dean of Education and Dr John Spence, Head of Physical Education at Roehampton University, found that shy children's self-esteem was boosted, and they made friends as a result of the classes. 2. ........ 
One boy told researchers: "I used to hate dance. Now I love it." 3. ....... Another teacher said: "One child in my class has really low self-esteem and it has really boosted her and she's joining in brilliantly."
The evaluation found that dancing had the potential for improving fitness, with more than four in 10 pupils (42 per cent) saying it made them "warm and out of breath" and a quarter (25 per cent) saying it made them "hot and sweaty". 4. ........ It also concluded that dancing improved pupils' communication with each other and helped different age groups to work together with older children teaching the younger ones new dance steps in the playground.

Dr Keay said: "5. ....... The research also found that the introduction of dance into schools through this type of scheme has the potential to positively affect social interaction within families and in local communities."

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5593531/Ballroom-dancing-helps-pupils-behaviour-and-motivates-children-to-exercise.html 23.07.09)

A
It said less sporty children became more interested it PE and children's behaviour improved, with the teachers saying this was down to the disciplined and structured nature of ballroom and Latin dancing.
B
Dance clearly has the potential to make a huge impact on all children's learning, helping pupils learn to move and move to learn.
C
Eight in 10 said they found dancing "exciting, cool and brilliant", the study found.
D
The scheme, called Essentially Dance, aimed to improve children's health and fitness, build their confidence and improve their relationship skills.
E
One teacher said: "These boys, they usually can't get out of school fast enough and now they're giving up their free time to do this."
F
“The sparks in children’s eyes indicated that they were tremendously enjoying dancing,” he said.
Task 8. Translate the following article published in an Estonian newspaper into English.

Eesti koolitunnis on kõvem kord kui mujal Euroopas.

Ülemaailmne õpetajauuring võrdles 23 riigi pedagoogide tööd.

Agne Narusk

Õppimisele ja õpetamisele pühendavad koolitundides teiste Euroopa riikidega võrreldes enim aega Eesti õpetajad, ka tunnidistsipliin on Eesti koolides kõige parem, selgus juuni keskpaiku Brüsselis tutvustatud õpetajateuuringu esialgsest aruandest. Eesti pedagoogide tööd, nende töötingimusi ja koolide õpikeskkonda võrreldi 22 riigi omadega üle maailma.

Eesti õpetajaskonna pedagoogilised veendumused on uuringu kohaselt ühed edumeelsemad ja tänapäevasemad, kuid klassis kasutatavad õpetamistavad pigem traditsioonilisemad kui teistes riikides, vahendas haridus- ja tedausministeerium Brüsselis esitletut. Õpetajad peavad oluliseks õpilaste aktiivsuse, loovuse ja eripära arvestamist, kuid teisalt on meie ainetunnid valdavalt struktureeritud ja neis pakutakse õpilastele vähe võimalusi omaalgatuslikeks ja uurimuslikeks tegevusteks ning loovtöödeks.

OECD õpetajauuring TALIS (Teaching and Learning International Survey) on esimene rahvusvaheline võrdlusuuring. Igas riigis kuulus valimisse 200 kooli, nende koolide direktorid ja igast koolist 20 õpetajat, kes õpetasid 7.-9. klassis. OECD avaldatud esmaste tulemustega saab tutvuda aadressil: http://www.oecd.org/edu/talis/firstresults, aruanne Eesti kohta valmib selle kuu lõpuks.

Osalejad: OECD uuringus osalesid Austraalia, Austria, Belgia, Brasiilia, Bulgaaria, Taani, Eesti, Ungary, Island, iirimaa, Itaalia, Korea, Leedu, Malaisia, Malta, Mehhiko, Norra, Poola, Portugal, Slovakkia, Sloveenia, Hispaania ja Türgi.
(Eesti Päevaleht, August 11, 2009,  Tere, kool! p. 3)

II Primary Education
Task 1. Read the following text and decide if the statements are True (T), False (F) or there is No Information (NI) in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).

In Purchase of School, Hopes of Saving a Neglected Monument

Steve Hebert for The New York Times

HISTORY IN DISREPAIR When the Rev. W. R. Portee learned that Sumner Elementary was for sale, he said, “I knew instantly we had to save that building.” 

By SUSAN SAULNY
Published: July 19, 2009
It has been more than a half-century since Sumner Elementary School, now an abandoned shell of a building, had a brief and ignoble moment in the spotlight for what it would not do: allow a black father from the surrounding neighborhood, Oliver L. Brown, to enroll his daughter Linda in the third grade.

Mr. Brown, along with a group of similarly rejected black parents, brought a lawsuit against the school board here that went on to become one of the landmarks of this country’s legal history: Brown v. Board of Education, the outcome of which banned segregation in public schools across the country and set off an era of civil rights progress.

Sumner’s own future was less auspicious, however. Closed in 1996, used as storage space, neglected and vandalized, it barely escaped the wrecking ball. But now, a new owner hopes to bring the spotlight back again, and this time the result would be more flattering: plans call for Sumner to be opened to the public as a community center and human rights memorial after renovation next year.

“I believe we can make this place a catalyst for inspiration and hope for people,” said the new owner, the Rev. W. R. Portee, minister of a nondenominational Christian church based in Los Angeles who bought Sumner at a city auction in April for $89,000. “I want to involve the whole community and people beyond Topeka.”

Mr. Portee, 70, said he was shocked to learn that Sumner was available for bidding. The Rev. Zaire Thomas, a local minister overseeing a branch of Mr. Portee’s church, found the building while driving around Topeka looking for vacant sites that might be rehabilitated for a community center. Mr. Thomas forwarded the Sumner information to Mr. Portee, unaware of its past. 

“I said, ‘Get it!’ ” Mr. Portee, a former civil rights activist, recalled. “  Bid on it!’ I knew instantly we had to save that building.”

It was in dire condition.

Last year, the National Trust for Historic Preservation put Sumner Elementary on its list of most endangered sites, concerned about how close a monument of American history was coming to slipping away altogether. 

The school was named a National Historic Landmark in 1987, along with the formerly all-black school that Mr. Brown’s daughter attended, Monroe Elementary. But, according to the National Trust, because Sumner was still in use at the time for classes and Monroe was not, Monroe was selected to house the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site, the official commemorative location operated for the public by the National Park Service. 

Sumner, on the other hand, was largely forgotten.

Enrollment dwindled over the years. Then, in another twist having to do with race, Sumner was one of eight schools closed as part of a local desegregation plan that was an effort to satisfy the original Brown case, which was re-opened in the 1980s and not closed until 1999. The school’s age and cost of upkeep also worked against it, a spokesman for the school system said. 

For a while, Sumner was used as storage for the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library, which bought the building after it closed as a school. In 2002, the city bought the building from the library, with a hope of rehabilitating it. But because the city grew increasingly short on money over the years, the building languished, according to the deputy city manager, Randy Speaker. 

The city tried unsuccessfully to sell Sumner several times, and even considered demolishing it at one point. 

“It was a situation where the city did not have the resources to renovate it,” Mr. Speaker said, “and thought it would be in better hands in the private sector.”

In January, the city put the school up for auction. Mr. Portee’s umbrella group, True Foundation World Outreach Ministries, outbid one other potential buyer and the sale was finalized in the spring, Mr. Speaker said.

When Mr. Portee and Mr. Thomas hired a landscaper to start cleaning up the grounds this month, the man said he found himself literally in over his head. 

“I’m 5-11, and the grass was taller than that,” Donald Dunbar, the landscaper, said. “I never thought much about the building. But I get cold chills thinking about it now that I know what happened here.” 

Built in 1936 by the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works, a New Deal government agency, as stated on a plaque in the school’s foyer, Sumner has an unusual amount of stone detailing in the Art Deco style. Because of the high quality of the original construction, it retains many of its original features, including light and bathroom fixtures, clocks, carved woodwork and even a marble-rimmed fireplace in the kindergarten.

There is no restriction on how the building may be used. Mr. Portee said he envisioned a combination educational site and community center that would be open to the public but run by the church. He is obligated to protect the structure’s basic features. 

“It’s a great building, and I have high hopes for the new owners that they can restore it to its former glory,” said Amy Cole, a senior program officer at the National Trust for Historic Preservation. “It is certainly deserving both in its historic and architectural significance.”

While Mr. Portee said he recognized that significance, he also knows that he is facing an uphill battle in these economic times as he begins to apply for grants to begin renovation, starting with very little money in the bank for the job. Eight years ago, the repair bill was estimated to be about $3 million. Now, with extensive rain damage, some vandalism and the increased costs of construction, Sumner’s restoration could cost $7 million.

Still beaming with purchaser’s pride despite the work ahead while touring the grounds recently, Mr. Portee said, “I think it’s a bargain.”

(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/20/us/20sumner.html?hpw 22.07.09)

0. Rev. W. R. Portee had doubts about saving Sumner Elementary School.

.. F ..
1. Sumner Elementary School originally had an all-white policy.


.........

2. Reports on the lawsuit Brown v. Board of Education were published in press.
.........
3. Sumner Elementary School was at one point on the verge of being torn down.
.........

4. Rev. W. R. Portee is the minister of a Methodist Church.



.........
5. A local minister Rev. Zaire Thomas thought the school would make a perfect 

community centre because of its noteworthy history.




.........

6. Sumner Elementary School did not become the Brown v. Board of 
Education National Historic Site because the authorities had overlooked 

its historic significance.








.........

7. The city failed to renovate Sumner Elementary because of financial problems.
.........
8. A landscaper hired by Mr. Portee and Mr. Thomas to clean the school 

grounds thought the job was extremely time-consuming.



.........
9. The interior design of the school building still has features of its original design.
.........
10. A door-to-door collection will be kept to raise money for renovating the school.
.........
Task 2. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
wages

genders
harming
particularly
childcare
absence
applying 

choose

entrants
proportion
reception
assistants
predominance
Just 2pc of early years primary school teachers male

Just one in 50 primary school teachers is male, according to official figures. 

By Martin Beckford, Social Affairs Correspondent 
Published: 3:39PM BST 06 Aug 2008

Critics say men are deterred from working with young children because of the idea that it is “women’s work”, the low (0) ... wages ... and fears they may be branded paedophiles. 

But they warn that the 1. ....................................... of male influence in classrooms means that many pupils grow up without important role models, and can lead to problems with discipline. 

Anastasia de Waal, head of family and education at the think-tank Civitas, said: “It is very important for children, 2. ...................................... young ones, to see men as teachers. Seeing men as role models is very important. The idea that men are afraid of being seen as paedophiles is very serious. Obviously we want to protect children but we don’t want to get to the stage where we are 3. .................................. them because they don’t see any men in schools.” 

She said the Government should do more to promote the importance of primary school teachers as a way to get more men to 4. .............................................. it as a career. 

Statistics published by the Department for Children, Schools and Families disclose that only 2 per cent of staff in nursery and 5. ............................................... classes at English primary schools - who teach under-fives - are male. 

In schools with receptions but no nurseries, this falls to just 1 per cent. Recent figures show that men account for just 16 per cent of all primary school teachers. 

Its report admits: “As has been the case in previous years, the 6. ................................... and early years workforce is overwhelmingly female, with only between 1 and 2 per cent of staff being male.” 

This is despite efforts by the Government to increase the 7. ........................................ of men in nursery and primary schools. 

Last year the then education secretary, Alan Johnson, announced a drive to recruit more male teachers to work in primary schools and to train male teaching 8. ........................................ to work with “hard to reach boys”. 

Recent research has shown that primary school pupils themselves want to be taught by men. A study by the Training and Development Agency for Schools found that 76 per cent of boys are in favour of schools having teachers of both 9. .............................................., and 51 per cent admitted they behaved better in the presence of a male teacher. It also found that 39 per cent of boys are not taught by any men, and that 8 per cent had never had a male teacher. 

However the TDA claimed the tide may be turning, and said men now account for 15 per cent of new 10. ..................................... to primary school training schemes. 

Graham Holley, its chief executive, said: “Both male and female authority figures play an important role in the development of young people, and we want the teaching workforce to reflect the strengths of our diverse society. The number of men 11. ........................................ for primary school training courses is increasing.” 

Katherine Rake, director of the equal pay campaign group The Fawcett Society, said women often choose to work in schools because they know they will have long holidays in which they can look after their own children. 

But she agreed the 12. ........................................... of women in schools and nurseries can have negative implications for young boys. 

“Some boys can grow up to the age of 11 without a male role model because there are so few men in early years education and I think it has a huge social impact,” Dr Rake said. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2510908/Just-2pc-of-early-years-primary-school-teachers-male.html 23.07.09)

Task 3. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
English not first language for one in seven primary pupils 

English is not the first language for one in seven (0) ... primary ...  (prime) school pupils across the UK.
Published: 7:00AM GMT 18 Mar 2009
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Figures released show more than half a million 1. ...................................... (young) speak a foreign language primarily which accounts for 14.3 per cent of the total. 

Shadow 2. ........................................... (immigrate) minister Damian Green said: "These shocking figures illustrate how difficult life is for many teachers because of the 3. ...................................... (govern) long-term failure to control immigration."

4. ......................................... (parliament) questions have revealed that in 2004, 452,388 primary school children spoke English as a second language. By last year this figure had increased by 113,500, a rise of almost exactly 25 per cent. 

Overall one in 30 primaries has more than 70 per cent of youngsters with a foreign language as their mother tongue. In one part of the country, six in ten schools are in such a position.

Unions have estimated 5 ......................................... (educate) a single non-English speaking pupil can cost up to £30,000 a year, although these figures do not break down how many pupils cannot speak English at all, only whether it is their first language.

There are ten primary schools where no pupil has English as their first language, including St Hilda's Church of England Primary in Oldham, which is 6. ..................................... (dominant) attended by youngsters of Bangladeshi descent.

In secondary schools, the proportion of pupils who do not have English as their native language has 7. .................................... (increase) from 8.8 per cent in 2004 to 10.6 per cent last year. 

Mick Brookes, the general secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers, said: "Schools are bending over backwards to accommodate these children and then Ofsted comes in and gives them a kicking for poor overall standards." 

The Children's Department said last night: 'The language of 8. ....................................... (instruct) in English schools is and always has been English. We have listened to concerns of 9. ...................................... (teacher) and are increasing funding in the ethnic 10. ..................................... (minor) achievement grant to £206million by 2010, to bring students weak in English up to speed."

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5008673/English-not-first-language-for-one-in-seven-primary-pupils.html 23.07.09)
* The Ofsted – the Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills –inspects and regulates care for children and young people, and inspects education and training for learners of all ages.

Task 4. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Compulsory 'lifestyle' classes in primary schools to be announced 

Children under 11 will be given lifestyle classes focusing on sex, relationships, drugs and personal finance under plans being announced today.  

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 27 Apr 2009
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Jim Knight , the Schools Minister Photo: Stephen Lock 

Primary school pupils in England will also be taught how to maintain balanced diets, exercise, improve their mental health and administer basic (0) ... first ... aid.

The teaching will form part of compulsory classes in PSHE - personal, social, health and economic education - being introduced for all children in state schools. 

PSHE is 1. ................................... an optional part of the curriculum but the Government insisted lessons were "patchy" across the country, particularly in primaries.

Plans for compulsory sex education 2. ................................... primary level have already proved hugely controversial, with parents' groups complaining the move threatened to expose children to the subject before they 3. ..................................  ready. 

But Jim Knight, the Schools Minister, said: "This is a bold move and a necessary one. Modern life is increasingly complex and we have a duty to equip our young people with the 4. ..................................... and skills to deal with it. It's vital that this information 5. ..................................... come from playground rumour or the mixed messages from the media about sex. We need structured classroom teaching, set within a clear understanding of right and 6. ...................................... that emphasises the importance of family relationships."

The Government first unveiled proposals 7. ........................................... compulsory lessons in primary and secondary schools last year. Today, a high-profile review led by Sir Alasdair MacDonald, an east London headteacher, will outline 8. ................................. classes will fit into timetables. 

It is expected to confirm that parents will be given the 9. .................................... to withdraw children from sex education lessons. The report is also set to unveil how issues will be tackled in faith schools following concerns over a duty to 10. ...................................... about contraception and homosexuality in Roman Catholic schools. 

Mr Knight has already insisted that the youngest pupils - aged five to seven - will not be "taught sex", but teachers would address it 11. ......................................... asked.

Under the new curriculum, infants are likely to learn about body parts, babies, differences between boys and girls, friendships and emotions. They will 12. .......................................... be taught to avoid medicines and dangerous substances in the home as part of drugs education lessons. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5225603/Compulsory-lifestyle-classes-in-primary-schools-to-be-announced.html 21.07.09)

Task 5. Read the text and in small groups list all the advantages and disadvantages of single-sex classes.
English should be taught in single-sex classes because girls hold boys back English should be taught in single-sex classes because boys perform worse in the subject when there are girls present, research suggests.
By Lucy Cockcroft 
Published: 7:00AM BST 22 Apr 2009
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However, in maths and science, boys benefit from having girls in the class, according to Steven Proud, a researcher at Bristol University.

His research, which is being presented at the Royal Economic Society's annual conference this week, shows that boys perform up to a 10th of a grade worse in English when they are in classes with high numbers of girls. The more girls there are, the worse they do, he found.

Mr Proud's research analysed the test scores of boys and girls at every state school in England at varying ages between 2002 and 2004.

He looked at the results to see if the proportion of girls had a direct effect on their results, and those of boys, in the core subjects of English, maths and science.

The results showed that, in English, while girls were not affected by the number of females in their class, boys gained "significantly" lower scores when a greater proportion of their classmates were girls.

But in maths and science, the data showed that, in primary schools, girls could benefit from single-sex lessons, while boys do better with girls in the class.

Mr Proud's research paper said: "The results imply that, in primary schools at least, boys would benefit greatly from being taught English in single-sex classes, which would have little effect on girls' outcomes, whilst in maths and science, different policies would benefit boys and girls: boys would be better off in a more-female classroom, whilst girls would be better off in an all-female classroom."

Mr Proud suggests that there are several possible reasons why boys do not perform well in mixed English classes.

One is that if the majority of pupils are girls, the teacher uses learning techniques that are more suited to girls than boys.

In addition, a class could be seen to be performing at an acceptable level overall, but boys are being overlooked and left behind.

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5196956/English-should-be-taught-in-single-sex-classes-because-girls-hold-boys-back.html 21.07.09)

Task 6. Read the following text and match the explanations to the words highlighted in the text. Note that there are 3 extra words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Primary school children read to dogs to improve skills

Primary school children are being encouraged to read to dogs to improve their literacy (1), because the animals don't laugh at mistakes. 

Published: 12:57PM BST 08 Jul 2009
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Recent research has shown that children who read to pet dogs learn more quickly than those who read aloud to adults. 

One school has been running a pioneering (2) scheme that involves dogs like Yorkshire Terriers, Labradors and Shetland sheepdogs being brought in to the classroom. 

The reading sessions last for 45 minutes and the seven and eight year-olds are now much improved, according to teachers at the school. 

The scheme was launched (3) in April at St Michael's Primary School in Bournemouth, Dorset. 

Martin Ford, the teacher who helped introduce the scheme, said the dogs had a made a "significant impact (4)." 

"The children always looked forward to their sessions and it certainly helped with motivating them to read both at school and at home. 

"There was also a real sense of ownership and pride from the children towards their dogs. Any way to get the children to read is a positive way." 

The scheme was organised by the Caring Canines charity and now more schools want to get the trained dogs into class. 

Julie Lankshear, from the charity, said: "Ours are special dogs that are good with children. The scheme works because the dogs are non-judgmental (5); they won't laugh at stammers (6) or get impatient. 

"They will sit with the child enjoying their time and their reward (7) is to be stroked and played with afterwards. The children who benefit most are those with low self-esteem (8) and often it is not their reading skills that are poor, but their confidence. 

"Reading to the dogs gives them confidence and enables (9) them to communicate." 

Nick Seaton, chairman of the Campaign for Real Education, said: "It's an amusing idea, but if the child makes a mistake the dog can't correct it. It is simply a distraction from effective teaching. I think that while gimmicks (10) like this maybe enjoyable they are unlikely to raise standards effectively." (11)
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5777526/Primary-school-children-read-to-dogs-to-improve-skills.html 23.07.09)

(0) a sound repeated several times (a speech problem) (n) 


... stammer (6) ...

1. to start something (v)







............................

2. something that is intended to impress you but is really not useful (n)
............................

3. done for the first time using new methods (adj)



............................

4. not critical (adj)








............................

5. something good you receive because of something you have done (n)
............................

6. an influence (n)








............................

7. to give somebody a possibility to do something (v)



............................

Task 7. Six sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (1-6). There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.
Primary schools 'failing the brightest pupils' 

Fewer children are leaving primary school with top test results, official league tables will show, sparking claims teachers are being forced to shun the brightest pupils. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 10:00PM GMT 27 Mar 2009
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The number of 11-year-olds exceeding the standard expected for their age group fell dramatically in English, maths and science last summer. English results plummeted at their fastest rate since tests started in the mid-90s and science suffered its biggest fall in a decade. 1. ........ Critics claim schools are focusing on average children to boost their position on league tables – ignoring the very brightest. The disclosure will fuel the controversy over Sats taken by 600,000 children in the final year of primary school. Teachers have already threatened to boycott next year's exams amid claims they are being forced to "teach to the test" to inflate scores. 

Many pupils spend hours sitting practice papers and brushing up on exam techniques, severely restricting the amount of time they spend doing PE, art, drama, history and geography, they say. It is claimed tests also focus disproportionately on "borderline" pupils on the cusp of achieving basic pass-marks. 

Next week, school-by-school results for around 17,000 primaries will be published. 

Michael Gove, the Conservative shadow schools secretary, said: “We need to ensure teaching is tailored to individual pupils, to support the weakest and stretch the best. 2. .......... We need policies to improve the teaching every individual pupil receives.” 

Criticism of the testing system escalated following the fiasco surrounding the marking of tests last summer. 3. .......... League tables published on Wednesday are set to show dozens of primary schools have still not received full results. 

The National Union of Teachers and the National Association of Head Teachers are proposing industrial action in 2010 to bring Sats to a halt. Under plans, they will refuse to prepare and invigilate for tests - making it practically impossible for exams to proceed. 4. .......... 
"Research evidence continues to conclude overwhelmingly that the current high-stakes system of National Curriculum assessment undermines children's learning through the narrowing the curriculum and encouraging teaching to the test," said the unions in a statement. "Other countries in the United Kingdom have acted on this evidence and only England remains with an assessment system which is fundamentally flawed." 

5. .......... The best pupils can gain a higher Level 5, which is the standard expected of a 14-year-old. 
But the number of pupils with the top mark dropped last summer. Some 29 per cent made the grade in English, a fall of five percentage points compared to 2007. In maths, 31 per cent gained top marks - putting standards back to levels achieved in 2005 - and in science the figure fell three points to 44 per cent. 

Jim Knight, the school minister, said Level 5 results had caused "concern and disappointment'' and admitted that schools needed to tailor lessons "for those of lower and higher ability rather than those who are in the middle''. 

Corresponding figures for Level 4 revealed rises of one percentage point to 81 per cent in English and 78 per cent in maths. 6. .......... Almost four in 10 failed in combined reading, writing and arithmetic, a slight drop on last year. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5060863/Primary-schools-failing-the-brightest-pupils.html 23.07.09)

A
Some schools were forced to wait more than six months for results following a series of blunders by the private company brought in to mark papers.


B
The majority of teachers admit drilling primary school leavers for Sats.

C
Under the current testing system, pupils in the final year of primary school are expected to reach at least Level 4.
D
The drop came despite an overall rise in the number of children achieving the basic standard which all 11-year-olds are expected to meet. 
E
That simply isn’t happening at the moment.
F
They want Sats to be replaced by a system of informal teacher assessment.
G
Science results remained static at 88 per cent.
Task 8. Translate the following extract of an article published in an Estonian newspaper into English.

Andekus ei ole habe, mis ise kasvab

Viire Sepp

Tartu Ülikooli teaduskooli direktor

/..../

Uuemad andekuse käsitlused on oluliselt laiendanud eelmise sajandi kahekümnendatest alguse saanud andekuse võrdsustamist inimese kõrge IQ-näitajaga. IQ näol on tegemist üldise vaimse võimekusega, mis, nagu hästi teada, jaotub normaaljaotuse järgi. Sellest kriteeriumist lähtuvalt peaks andekaid olema umbes 2-5 protsenti populatsioonist. Kuna IQ korreleerub kooliedukusega (seda kinnitavad ka Eestis tehtud uuringud), siis võib see viia mõtteni võtta õpilaste keskmiste hinnete alusel koostatud pingerea tipust viis protsenti parimaid ja nimetada nad andekaks. Sellise lihtsustatud sildistamisega leiaksime küll üles n-ö kooliandekad lapsed, kes on tugevad reproduktiivses mõtlemises ja hästi kohanenud koolisüsteemiga, kuid jätaksime andekate programmidest kõrvale paljud tulevased Einsteinid ja Mozartid. Kui me tahame üles leida ka peidetud anded ja silmapaistvad loojad, siis tuleb andekate tuvastamisel osata näha potentsiaali. Seetõttu ongi andekuspedagoogikas viimastel aegadel käibel järgmine määratlus: andekus on individuaalne potentsiaal erakordsete/erandlike saavutuste või edusammude ilmnemiseks ühel või mitmel alal. Anded avalduvad tavaliselt mingis kindlas valdkonnas ja andekuse kui fenomeni kirjeldamiseks kasutatavates mudelites on ande avaldumiseks vajalike vältimatute eeldustena lisaks võimekusele esile toodud ka loovus ja motivatsioon (või huvi, pühendumus) ning katalüsaatorina lapse arengut soodustav keskkond, millest määravad on loomulikult perekond, kool ja kaaslased.
/..../
 (Eesti Päevaleht, July 28, 2009, p. 3)

III Secondary Education
Task 1. Read the following text and choose the answers you think fit best. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Dimming down

A new study claims that you aren't as bright as your parents!

Bright teenagers are a disappearing breed, an alarming new study has revealed. The intellectual ability of the country's cleverest youngsters has declined radically, almost certainly due to the rise of TV and computer games and over-testing in schools.

The “high-level thinking” skills of 14-year-olds are now on a par with those of 12-year-olds in 1976. The findings contradict national results, which have shown a growth in top grades in SATs at 14, GCSEs and A-levels.

But Michael Shayer, the professor of applied psychology who led the study, believes that is the result of exam standards “edging down”. His team of reserachers at London's King's College tested 800 13-and 14-year-olds and compared the results with a similar exercise in 1967.

The tests were intended to measure understanding of abstract scientific concepts. One test asked pupils to study a pendulum swinging on a string and investigate the factors that cause it to change speed. A second involved weights on a beam. The proportion of teenagers reaching top grades – demanding a “higher-level of thinking” - slumped dramatically. Just over one in ten were at that level, down from one in four in 1976.

In the second test, assessing mathematical thinking skills, just one in 20 pupils were achieving the high grades – down from one in five in 1976. Professor Shayer said: “The pendulum test does not require any knowledge of science at all. It looks at how people can deal with complex information and sort it out for themselves.”

He believes most of the downturn has occurred over the last ten to 15 years. It may have been hastened by the introduction of National Curriculum testing and accompanying targets, which have cut the time available for teaching which develops more advanced skills. Critics say schools concentrate instead on drilling children for the tests.

“The moment you introduce targets, people will find the most economical strategies to achieve them,” said Professor Shayer. “In the case of education, I'm sure this has had an effect on driving schools away from developing higher levels of understanding.”

Professor Shayer believes the decline in brainpower is also linked to changes in children's leisure activities. The advent of multi-channelled TV has encouraged passive viewing while computer games, particularly for boys, are feared to have supplanted time spent playing with tools, gadgets and other mechanisms. Professor Shayer warned that without the development of higher-order thinking skills, the future supply of scientists will be compromised.

His latest findings appear in the British Journal of Educational Psychology, and come in the wake of a report by Dr Aric Sigman, which linked the decline in intellectual ability to a shift away from art and craft skills in both schools and at home.

Dr Sigman said practical activities such as building models and sandcastles, using tools, playing with building blocks, knitting, sewing and woodwork were being neglected. Yet they helped develop vital skills such as understanding dimension, volume and density.

Earlier this month the Government bowed to mounting pressure and scrapped SATs for 14-year-olds. Ministers have also created an independent exams watchdog and promised a return to traditional, open-ended questions at A-level, plus a new A* grade to mark out the brightest students.

Inspectors said teachers were increasingly drilling pupils to pass exams instead of encouraging them to understand crucial concepts. The report said: ”It is of vital importance to shift from narrow emphasis towards a focus on pupils' mathematical understanding.”

(Current May/June 2009, p- 24-25)
*SATs – Standard Assessment Tests taken by all British students to show progress.

*GCSEs – the main examinations taken by UK students to complete the first stage of high school education, usually at 16.

*A-levels – tests on main subjects studied typically between 16-18. 
(0) Researchers are convinced that the intelligence of youngsters have fallen because of 
A
decrease in educational standards 

B
mind-numbing TV programmes

C
testing and modern media

D
the influence of computers
1. The 12-year-olds in the late 1970s were 

A
better at “high-level thinking” than the 14-year-olds today
B
equal in intelligence to the 14-year-olds today 
C
less intelligent than the 14-year-olds today

D
wiser than the 14-year –olds today

2. According to researchers the standards of national exams 

A
are gradually descending 
B
have been consciously lowered
C
have declined dramatically

D
have improved compared to the 1970s

3. Understanding the reasons for a swinging pendulum to change speed demands
A
high-level scientific thinking 
B
knowledge in physics

C
logical reasoning

D
previous knowledge about pendulum test

4. Exam preparations are believed to
A
affect children’s development 
B
boost children’s development
C
hinder children’s development
D
speed up children’s development

5. Professor Shayer warns that present day tendencies in children’s intellectual development will result in
A
a limited number of male scientists in the future 
B
a lower level of future scientists’ intellectual powers

C 
a predominance of female scientists in the future

D
a smaller amount of scientists in the future

6. Dr Aric Sigman’s research was published

A
after Professor Shayer’s 

B
at the same time as Professor Shayer’s 

C
before Professor Shayer’s

D
in the same journal as Professor Shayer’s


7. Dr Sigman claims that manual activities boost
A
creativity

B
patience

C
practical skills

D
thinking skills

8. The Government has
A
eliminated SATs for the 14-year-olds 

B
initiated SATs for the 14-year-olds

C
lowered the standards of SATs for the 14-year-olds

D
pressured for raising the standards of SATs for the 14-year-olds


Task 2. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
GCSE science exams are often 'woefully inadequate'
GCSE science exams are often “woefully inadequate” and test little more than general knowledge, (0) ... academics ... (academy) said. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 16 Jul 2009
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Pupils do not need to revise biology, chemistry or physics to answer some questions and multiple choice options are too 1. ........................... (spread), according to Score, the Science Community Representing Education. 

Last night, there were claims that the report had been suppressed for fear of playing into the hands of the Tories, whose schools 2. ....................... (speak), Michael Gove, has attacked science exams for lacking academic rigour.

Score, which has close ties to the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), which it has lobbied for funding, denied 3. .............................. (allege) of a cover-up. 

Publication of the report comes months after Ofqual, the exam watchdog, raised “4. .................................... (signify) concerns” over GCSE science, suggesting reforms had led to the subject being dumbed down. 

Score’s 5. .................................... (member) is made up of groups such as the Royal Society, the Institute of Biology and the Association for Science Education. 

The latest study, in which expert teachers analysed 79 exam papers taken across England and Wales in 2008, was “supported” by the department and the Gatsby Charitable Foundation. 

Sir Alan Wilson, chairman of Score, said: “The report offers much that is positive about the examinations, particularly in relation to the 6. ................................... (accurate) or the science, but also exposes some areas of concern. 

“Science is a quantitative subject yet the amount of maths in the exams varied widely and was 7. ............................... (general) woefully inadequate,” he added. The report was due to be given to the media yesterday, along with a critical press release. 

Dr Richard Pike, chief 8. ................................... (execute) of the Royal Society of Chemistry, a Score member, said a decision was taken on Tuesday to “quietly” post it on the Score website instead. 

“This decision was driven by political considerations rather than a consideration of what is in the public interest and what is needed to improve the relevance or rigour of science examinations,” he said. 

A Score spokesman insisted that the results of the study were made widely available and any 9. ................................... (suggest) that it had been suppressed was wrong. 

A DCSF spokesman said: “We want to make sure we are doing all we can to stretch the best pupils who will be our future scientists, engineers and 10. ............................... (innovate). That is why we are introducing a range of measures to attract more pupils to study all three sciences.” 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5836586/GCSE-science-exams-are-often-woefully-inadequate.html 21.07.09)

Task 3. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
examinations

adult

high

module-based
official
students
vocational

belittle 
adept 

achievements

accessible
privacy qualifications

syllabus
revision
maintained

examiners
A-Level and GCSE exam answers to be published online 
The answers that students give to A-Level and GCSE questions will be published online to allow the public to judge whether standards are declining, under new proposals by the exam watchdog. 
By Caroline Gammell 
Published: 12:42PM BST 06 Apr 2009
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Critics have long argued that questions for both (0) ... examinations ... have been getting easier in the last few years and that the 1. .................................... are becoming increasingly meaningless.

To counter these allegations, Ofqual wants to place both questions and answers online, 2. ........................................ to all, to see the quality of work being produced.

Its chairwoman, Kathleen Tattersall, said it was important to realise how much effort pupils put into their 3. ............................................ and examinations.

"We need to bring in front of the public eye the actual work that 4. ...................................... do so they can see for themselves what demands are made on students who get 5. ............................................. grades," she said.

"We need to be able to demonstrate the 6. ........................................... of young people. When you see some of the work that students produce, you think it's amazing that young people are so 7. .................................... at the subjects concerned."

The plans are only in the development stages and 8. .............................................. laws mean that both pupils and schools would have to give permission.

Miss Tattersall said the modern 9. ............................................ system meant students had to have a wider understanding of the 10. ..............................................., rather than being able to pick and chose specific questions.

She added: "We have a tendency as a nation always to 11. .............................................. the achievements of the current generation and to think things are not as good as they used to be." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/secondaryeducation/5114091/A-Level-and-GCSE-exam-answers-to-be-published-online.html 21.07.09)
* Ofqual (the Office of the Qualifications and Examinations Regulator)
Ofqual is the new regulator of qualifications, exams and tests in England.
Their work ensures that children, young people and 12. ............................................. learners get the results their work deserves, that standards are 13. ............................................. and the qualifications learners receive count now and in the future. They also regulate National 14. ........................................ Qualifications in Northern Ireland.

They have published 15. .............................................. guides to the A level and GCSE exam system, these are freely available from their website. Aimed primarily at students, the guides cover the roles of 16. .................................................... and awarding bodies, how the process works, along with marking, grading and exam results.

(http://www.ofqual.gov.uk/ 23.0709)

Task 4. Read the text and paraphrase the words in bold. Mark also the part of speech of the words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Playing football after school 'boosts children's exam results' 
Children are more likely to get good grades at school after joining chess clubs, football teams and doing charity work, according to new research. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 03 Jun 2009
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Taking part in extra-curricular activities (0) outside the normal school timetable significantly boosts pupils' chances of achieving top marks in GCSEs, it is claimed. Researchers said the effect was particularly marked on boys. 

The Independent Schools Council, which carried out the study, said taking part in activities beyond the normal school day boosted (1) children's self-esteem, confidence, team-building skills and increased their circle of friends. Some schools now offer bell ringing, circus clubs, kit car manufacturing and a range of sports including curling and sailing, it said. 

Joining clubs meant pupils were more likely to feel positive about their education - increasing their overall (2) results in examinations, claimed the study. 

The findings come amid continuing concerns that "hot housing" (3) pupils to pass tests seriously harms their long-term development. 

Ofsted and the Commons schools select committee have strongly criticised schools that "teach to the test" - when children are repeatedly subjected to (4) exam practice to boost their positions in national league tables. Christine Gilbert, chief inspector of schools, said some pupils were being given a limited timetable as teachers focus on (5) subjects covered in end-of-year exams. 

David Lyscom, chief executive of the ISC, which represents almost 1,300 fee-paying schools, said: "This new research shows how important extra-curricular activities can be in underpinning (6) academic achievement, and underlines the clear benefits provided by an all-round education." 

Researchers surveyed 508 ISC members and compared the number of extra-curricular activities offered in each school to overall performance in last summer's GCSEs. 

Schools were ranked by the number of exam entries (7) graded at least a B. 

Those schools giving pupils the chance to join 30 or more clubs - including Army Cadets and the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme - were "significantly" more likely to be rated at the top the table, meaning around 95 per cent of papers were between A* and B. 

Senior schools with 20 or fewer activities were commonly ranked towards the bottom, with fewer than half of exam entries gaining (8) good grades. 

Larner Bernard, ISC head of research, insisted the results were not heavily influenced by school size or how academically selective schools were, insisting some with a comprehensive ability range appeared towards the top of the chart. She added that it was "not driven" by (9) smaller class sizes at the best schools. 

Miss Bernard said the differences were "stronger" between boys' schools which offered large numbers of activities compared to those with fewer after-school clubs. “Sporting activities, in particular, seem to have a bigger impact on (10) boys in terms of improving their confidence and self-esteem, which they can carry through to their academic studies," she said. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5429611/Playing-football-after-school-boosts-childrens-exam-results.html 23.07.09)

(0) extra-curricular activities – (noun) things that one does at school or college that are not part of one’s course;
1. ............................................................................................................................................................
2. ............................................................................................................................................................
3. ............................................................................................................................................................
4. ............................................................................................................................................................
5. ............................................................................................................................................................
6. ............................................................................................................................................................
7. ............................................................................................................................................................
8. ............................................................................................................................................................
9. ............................................................................................................................................................
10. ..........................................................................................................................................................
Task 5. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Art lessons 'fail to stimulate children's creativity' warns Ofsted
Art lessons in half of schools are unimaginative and fail (0) ... to ... stimulate children's creativity, according to Ofsted.
By Matthew Moore 
Published: 12:01AM BST 24 Apr 2009
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Pupils are being put off the subject by the large number  1. ................................. written assignments and the narrow range of artistic activities offered, the schools watchdog found. Teachers should do more to inspire their children 2. .................................. taking them to art galleries and arranging classroom visits by local artists, the report urged. 

Children studying the subject 3. ..................................... secondary school had "limited breadth of knowledge and depth of understanding" of major artists, leaving them unable to learn from their work. Their progress was further hampered by "inexpert" teachers 4. .................................. were too quick to praise work of modest quality, it is claimed. 

The study, Drawing together: art, craft and design in schools, also reported that boys tended to 5. ............................................ worse at the subject, and were more likely to drop it before GCSE. More focus on digital photography, graphic design and sculpture 6. ...................................... addition to painting and drawing could help bridge the divide, the authors said. 

"We 7. ................................ to ensure schools offer a broad art, craft and design curriculum to engage boys and girls, and teaching that challenges their creativity," said Christine Gilbert, head of Ofsted. "Inspectors found that pupils who created highly original work and achieved outstanding results tended to be 8. ..................................  who can work independently, manage a range of tasks, pace their progress and meet deadlines - all skills highly 9. ...................................  by employers." 

Based on inspections of art, craft and design lessons in 90 primary and 90 secondary schools between 2005 and 2008, the report identified wide disparities 10. ................................ the quality of teaching. 

While the subject was flourishing in half of schools, an equal proportion 11. ....................................  failing to excite children's interests. The best primary schools put art at the centre of school life, giving pupils sketchbooks and displaying their work prominently on 12. ..............................., the report said. 

A survey last year found that many primary schools were shunning art lessons for 10 and 11-year-olds to free up more 13. ...................................  to drill them for literacy, maths and science tests. 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry, the schools minister, said: “We agree with the report’s findings, that 14. ...................................... to galleries and working with visiting artists can play an important role in raising aspirations and achievement.” 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5207497/Art-lessons-fail-to-stimulate-childrens-creativity-warns-Ofsted.html 21.07.09)

Task 6. Read the text and in small groups discuss what changes have you as teachers spotted in contemporary pupils/students.
Pupils need lessons in how to speak properly

Children should be taught to speak more formally in class to improve their written work, according to new research. 

By Julie Henry, Education Correspondent 
Published: 9:00PM BST 11 Jul 2009

Teachers need to do more work to improve children's vocabulary and make it clear when the use of slang and colloquialisms are not acceptable, academics have found. 

The study from Exeter University, which analysed pupils' writing, discovered that whilst more able writers composed sentences in standard English, weaker writers tended to replicate patterns found in speech. Researchers concluded that the more opportunities children had in class for developing their speech and distinguishing between styles of language, the better their writing would become. 

"This is less about correcting their English than making sure that they are aware of what they are saying and giving them access to different repertoires," said Professor Debra Myhill, author of the study. "They need to be aware of what they are saying and when, and be able to make choices about their speech, otherwise they will lose out in areas such as the job market." 

The study comes in the wake of growing recognition that the school curriculum has neglected the development of children's speech. The Government's Rose Review, published in May, stressed the "central importance" of speaking and listening as part of literacy. Critics claim that in some schools very young children are being taught to read and write before they can string a sentence together. 

With older children, chief examiners have revealed a growing tendency for pupils to lapse into the vernacular in exams scripts, using slang and inappropriate expressions. 

Pieces of writing from children aged 12 to 15 were analysed as part of the Exeter study, published in the British Journal of Educational Psychology. It found that children understood that writing was not simply "talk written down". However, weaker writers used patterns familiar in speech, for instance consistently putting the subject first instead of varying their sentence structure. They also had a more restricted vocabulary reminiscent of the more limited selection of words used in speech. 

"In order to develop children's writing more, we need to develop children's talking more," said Prof Myhill. "It is not just about using standard English, it is about having more opportunities in class for children to elaborate, justify their decisions, discuss their ideas and give them access to a broader and richer vocabulary, though reading widely and word searches. 

"We know that in classrooms that continually provide children with talk opportunities, there will almost certainly be a positive influence on their writing." 

The professor said there was a general trend to be less formal in speech and writing. "If you look at the television or newspapers over the past 50 years, the language is less formal. Children's speech and writing is mirroring a much bigger cultural trend. 

"It is not so much about right and wrong, it is about children having repertoires and judgement. Children need to be able to consciously decide to speak or write in a particular way or not." 

Language spotted by chief examiners: 

English literature A-level 

"It's like, yea, Cleo is a player" – referring to Cleopatra in Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra 

"He's always spouting off" – referring to Orsino from Twelfth Night 

"So anyway, Viola's had it with Olivia and is fuming with her." question on Twelfth Night 

"Hamlet is a laid back mummy's boy who needs to move on." 

GCSE English 

"Heani referz 2 poetri as wen humn xperiens cumz 2 life" – an essay on Seamus Heaney's poem Digging 

"I was well bored." 

"f*** off" 

Geography A-level 

"There is more demand for consumer goods because more people want to buy stuff." 

History A-level 

"ToV" – pupil shorthand for the Treaty of Versailles 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5803162/Pupils-need-lessons-in-how-to-speak-properly.html 23.07.09)

Task 7. Read the following text and match the explanations to the words highlighted in the text. Note that there are 3 extra words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Third of teens angry at plans to raise school leaving age 

Plans to raise the school leaving age are causing anger and resentment (1)  among some teenagers who believe they will be confined (2) to a classroom studying subjects they are not interested in, new research suggests. 

Published: 7:00AM BST 21 Jul 2009

A third of teenagers (31 per cent) are against staying in education until the age of 18, a study by the Youth Commission found.

Under new legislation, the school leaving age would be raised to 17 by 2013, and 18 by 2015.

But while the majority of young people support the new policy (58 per cent), a significant proportion have concerns (3) about the studying options they will have if they are made to stay on.

It said: "A significant number of young people are concerned about the lack of choice they perceive (4) will face them if they choose to stay until 18.

"Although this may not be the case in reality, this is the message that has come across to them. This is causing anger and resentment among those young people who believe they will be forced into these same experiences that led to their initial (5) disengagement with the education system."

One 13-year-old boy told researchers: "It's a bad idea. I would like to choose whether I stay in education because I may want to leave and get a job.".

And a 19-year-old girl said: "Staying in school until you're 18 is good, as long as it is tailored (6) and non-prescriptive, and offers a full range of practical subjects."

The study, based on responses (7) gathered from 1,600 questionnaires and an online survey of 2,400 young people found that just 9 per cent recognise vocational qualifications as the "next step" available to them in education. 

It said that in workshops with students taking the new diplomas, participants felt that practical and vocational qualifications are given "second class status" beneath A-levels and undergraduate degrees.

The study said: "Some students felt strongly that the value of the diploma qualification was diminished (8) by the fact it had been their only option due to not achieving their expected exam grades, and that it was therefore a 'second class route'. This left the student feeling that their own worth was somewhat less than others taking academic courses."

Ministers have hailed (9) the diplomas as a potential replacement for GCSEs and A-levels and the first five courses – which combine work experience with academic theory – were introduced in some schools last September.

These courses are in engineering, construction, IT, media and health.

Rose Dowling from the Edge Learner Forum, which conducted (10) the research, said: "The Government's plan to increase the participation age is widely recognised to be a good idea but it's vital (11) that those extra two years in education are of benefit to all young people and that no one is left behind.

"The feedback from some young people is that many of them have already been turned off education and they are seriously concerned about more of the same."

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5874515/Third-of-teens-angry-at-plans-to-raise-school-leaving-age.html 21.07.09)

(0) understand or think about something in a particular way (v) 

... perceive (4) ...

1. say publicly how good or important someone or something is (v)

............................

2. early, first (adj)








............................

3. reduced in size, amount or importance (adj)




............................

4. carry something out (v)







............................

5. made for a particular purpose or person (adj)




............................

6. a feeling of worry (n)







............................

7. an angry unhappy feeling, especially when you have been treated unfairly
............................






Task 8. Five sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-F the one which fits each gap (1-5). There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.
Girls 'do better in single-sex schools' 

Girls achieve better exam results when they are taught in single-sex schools, research has shown.  

By Graeme Paton and Matthew Moore 
Published: 7:00AM GMT 18 Mar 2009
Analysis of Key Stage 2 and GCSE scores of more than 700,000 girls has revealed that those in all-female comprehensives make better progress than those who attend mixed secondaries. 1. ............ 
The research by the Good Schools Guide confirms previous claims that girls benefit from being educated away from boys. 

A Government-backed review in 2007 recommended that the sexes should be taught differently to maximise results, amid fears that girls tend to be pushed aside in mixed-sex classrooms. 2. ................. Results improved as the percentage of girls in a class increased. 

Groups like the Girls' School Association and the Girls' Day School Trust have long claimed that they offer a better education for their pupils, but the number of state schools where boys or girls are educated separately has declined from 2,500 in the 1960s to about 400 today. 

The latest research compared the results of 71,286 pupils at all-girl comprehensives to those of 647,691 girls at co-educational comprehensives. 

It came as a rift developed last night over the use of elite A-level grades, with leading universities lining up to reject the new A*. 3. ................ 
It comes despite moves by others – including Cambridge, Bristol, Imperial College London and University College London – to accept the new top grade. 

Experts warned that the indecision risked causing chaos and confusion for thousands of teenagers. 

The A* is being introduced for sixth-formers sitting final exams in 2010. Earlier this week, Cambridge confirmed most students would need at least one A* to get a place on undergraduate degrees. 

Yesterday, The Daily Telegraph surveyed other top universities to find out how many would follow. 

4. .............. Imperial said it would be used for seven of its most prestigious subjects and UCL confirmed it would be used to dictate entry to a small number of courses. 

5. ............... This includes Oxford, LSC, Liverpool, Durham, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Cardiff, London University's Queen Mary College, Warwick, York, Sheffield, Nottingham and Leeds. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5008712/Girls-do-better-in-single-sex-schools.html 21.07.09)

A
But others insisted A* students would not be favoured until 2011 or 2012 at the earliest.
B
All state universities in England have reservations about considering the A* grade on admission.
C
Bristol said admissions tutors would be free to consider the A* grade to select students.
D
 That followed an Israeli study which suggested that when there is a big proportion of boys in a class, both boys and girls do worse academically.
E
The largest improvements came among those who did badly at primary school, although pupils of all abilities are more likely to succeed if they go to single-sex state schools, the study indicates.
F
Oxford, Warwick and the London School of Economics were among 13 universities confirming they would not favour students applying after being awarded an A* in exams.


IV Higher Education

Admission to University
Task 1. Read the following text and decide if the statements are True (T), False (F) or there is No Information (NI) in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Record numbers of A-level students 'to be rejected from university' 

Record numbers of A-level students, including thousands with straight-As, will be rejected from university this summer as applications soar in the recession. 

By Graeme Paton and Rachel Cooper 
Published: 10:00PM BST 26 Jun 2009

Research by The Daily Telegraph suggests demand for degree courses has surged by almost 65,000, even though few extra places are available. With the deadline for applications looming on Tuesday, numbers are believed to be up 11 per cent across Britain. 

The Conservatives warned a "major crisis" was looming as thousands more people push for university amid dire warnings of long-term job shortages. 

Vice-chancellors admitted entrance criteria would be dramatically tightened up, with the number of places handed out through clearing slumping to a new low. Many students missing conditional offers by a single grade, who would have been accepted in the past, could now be rejected, they said. More straight-A candidates will also miss out as the most sought-after universities fall back on interviews and entrance tests to find the best candidates. 

Universities have already been warned they face fines for over-recruiting this year. 
The pressure on places has been fuelled by a sharp rise in applications from mature students. Cambridge's four colleges which cater exclusively for over-21s all reported significant rises, with St Edmund's alone reporting a 52 per cent increase. 

But the Commons skills select committee warned this week that only 3,000 extra places across Britain would be made available in September - potentially leaving more than 60,000 without a place. This is on top of some 110,000 rejected every year after failing to meet entry requirements, applying too late or dropping out of the process. 

Amanda Brook, head of student recruitment at Exeter, said: "We have certainly had to reject more students who did not meet our AAA offers as we were only able to make offers at the very top of the range. Inevitably we will have to be stricter with those who miss their offer." 

Professor Les Ebdon, vice-chancellor of Bedfordshire University, said: "We could see tens of thousands of students missing out on a place at their preferred university because they have missed their offer by one or two grades. Universities are going to be more nervous about letting people in." 

Roderick Smith, admissions director at Birmingham, said there was a nine per cent rise overall, including a 65 per cent rise in the number of students studying economics. 

"In previous years, about 80 per cent of applicants would have been made an offer for that subject, but now only half of applicants will be made an offer," he said. "We are having to assess people much more rigorously because we know we can't take more people. We're looking for the best students, with the best academic record and the right combination of A-levels. We're most definitely having to reject people who in the past would have been made an offer." 

The ultimate deadline for applications is the end of June. 

Last year, 588,689 people applied for full time undergraduate courses. After accounting for students failing to make the grade or rejecting offers, a total of 456,627 gained places. 

The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (Ucas) warned that applications were up by almost nine per cent by the end of March compared to the same period in 2008. But research by The Telegraph suggests numbers have surged further in the last three months. 

A survey of 50 institutions shows an average 11 per cent rise which would result in 64,755 extra applicants this year. The research covered a range of small, specialist universities, former polytechnics and elite institutions. It follows pressure from Labour on teenagers to go on to university in recent years, combined with the lack of unskilled jobs for school-leavers in recession. 

Ministers originally promised 10,000 additional places would be created this year. But Phil Willis, chairman of the Commons skills select committee, said only 3,000 would be available for full-time undergraduates. Other places are likely to go to part-time students, while money is also used by universities who over-recruited last year. 

Newer universities, many of which specialise in work-based courses leading directly to a job, experienced the biggest rises. Bedfordshire reported a 28 per cent increase and applications to Portsmouth were up 23 per cent. Buckinghamshire New University reported a 33 per cent rise. 

Popular universities, such as Exeter and Leicester, saw applications rise 18 per cent while Oxford increased by 12 per cent. 

Applications soared among mature students, many of whom have been left without work in the recession - potentially squeezing out those joining straight from school or college. The University of Worcester reported a 37 per cent increase in applications from mature students. 

David Willetts, the Conservative shadow skills secretary, said: "Photos on A-level results day of pretty young women jumping for joy after receiving their A-level results will probably be replaced the next day with pictures of the same people in tears because they can't get into university. We have a major crisis looming and we'll have many students with very good A-level grades missing out." 

A spokeswoman for the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills said: "Next year there will be more students going to university than ever before, taking advantage of the record number of funded places on offer. There will be 40,000 more accepted applicants than just three years ago – and right now there are 300,000 more students in system since 1997. 

"Getting a place at university has always been, and should be, a competitive process. But there are a variety of options on offer for young people, including part-time study, apprenticeships and foundation degrees." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5653145/Record-numbers-of-A-level-students-to-be-rejected-from-university.html 21.07.09)
0. Students with excellent A-level exam results are turned down by universities 

because there are less places offered by universities this year.



.. F ..

1. The rise in the number of university applicants is due to the lack of work 

vacancies on offer.






 


.........
2. All British universities resort to entrance tests and interviews to select

the best applicants.









.........

3. Over-recruitment by universities will result in a fine of £500 per person.

.........
4. More than 170 000 university applications will potentially be rejected this year.
.........

5. The most popular speciality at Birmingham University is Economics.

.........

6. Those students who apply for university courses in July will not be accepted.
.........

7. Last year a total of 588,689 people became freshmen at the universities.

.........

8. The aim of the Government in recent years has been 
to promote the popularity

of higher education with school-leavers.






.........
9. The university most popular with adult students is the University of Worcester.
.........

10. There are less funded places on offer at the universities than in recent years.
.........
Task 2. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).

degree

originally
full-time
secure

practical
mature
merely
shortages
victims
predicted
funding
subsidised
compared
dropping
applicants
 Record numbers of students applying to university, says Ucas
A surge in mature students applying to university has led to an unprecedented squeeze on places, official figures from the University and College Admissions Service suggest. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 10 Jul 2009

Data published by the Ucas showed that demand for (0) ... degree ... courses increased by almost 10 per cent this year. Numbers are up by more than 57,000 overall amid dire warnings of job 1. ................................ in the recession. The rise is believed to have been fuelled by an increase in unemployed workers returning to education to improve their skills. According to figures, applications among British over-25s were up by more than a fifth 2. ...................................... with 2008. 

3. .................................... courses leading directly to jobs - including journalism, nursing, aerospace engineering and hospitality, leisure, tourism and transport - showed the biggest increases. There was also a 22 per cent rise in people applying for two-year "foundation" degrees. 

The disclosure prompted fresh claims that tens of thousands will be left without places. 

Ministers have already capped the number of additional places, with MPs warning only 3,000 more courses will be available for 4. .................................... undergraduates. It could leave some 54,000 without a course. This is on top of some 110,000 rejected every year after failing to meet entry requirements, applying too late or 5. ...................................... out of the process. 

The Conservatives accused ministers of "sleepwalking into a crisis". David Willetts, the shadow skills secretary, said: "Young people are becoming the biggest 6. .................................... of this recession. The number of young people not in education, employment or training is already at record levels and now we are on course to have a record number of young people refused a university place." 

Last month, the Local Government Association 7. ......................................... one million young people will be left without a job or college place this summer after falling victim to the recession. 

According to Ucas, applications are up by 9.7 per cent this year. Some 592,312 people applied for full-time undergraduate courses by the end of June. There was a 17 per cent rise among British students aged 21 to 24. Numbers were up by 22 per cent among those aged 25 and over. In total, 21,309 extra 8. .................................... students applied this year. 

Figures also showed dramatic rises among students from new EU member states who are eligible for low-interest loans 9. ......................................... by the taxpayer. The number of 10. .............................................. from Romania, which joined in January 2007, increased by 67 per cent to 1,262, while those from Bulgaria increased by 56 per cent to 1,651. 

Ministers 11. ............................................ promised 10,000 additional places would be created this year, but the Commons skills select committee said only 3,000 would be available for full-time undergraduates. 

On Thursday, it was suggested that Lord Mandelson, the Business, Innovation and Skills Secretary, was in talks with the Treasury to secure last-minute 12. ............................................... to create an additional 10,000 places. 

Sally Hunt, general secretary of the University and College Union said: "The Prime Minister boasted recently that he would not allow education to become a victim of the recession. Unfortunately, the government is yet to do anything to suggest his statement was not 13. ......................................... rhetoric." 

But David Lammy, Universities Minister, said: "There are record numbers of students currently in higher education - 300,000 more than in 1997. Students who get the grades to meet their offer will 14. ................................................. a place at university this summer, but we will continue to work with the sector to support those who do not and to manage increased demand." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5786800/Record-numbers-of-students-applying-to-university-says-Ucas.html 21.07.09)
Task 3. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Poor performance at school 'biggest barrier to university' 

A decade of Labour reforms has failed to get enough working class teenagers into university, a (0) ... damning ... (damn) report says today.  

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 10:00PM BST 20 Jul 2009

Too many pupils are leaving school and college without the qualifications needed to get onto courses at elite institutions, it says. 

The cross-party report, commissioned by Gordon Brown, says the lack of progress means millions of working class children are still 1. .................................. (able) to get jobs in professional occupations, including law, medicine and the media. 

Alan Milburn, the former Labour Cabinet minister, who led the study, will call on universities to make 2. .......................................... (allow) for pupils from poor homes by admitting them with lower grades. But he admits that poor 3. .............................................. (perform) at school remains the biggest barrier to top jobs. 

Last summer, fewer than half of children left school at 16 with five good GCSEs, including the key subjects of English and mathematics, the minimum demanded by most 4. .................................... (employ) and universities. 

Over the last eight years, the number of top A-level grades has also increased much 5. .................................. (fast) in fee-paying schools than state comprehensives. This comes despite a £28 billion-a-year rise in state education spending under Labour.

Speaking before the report's 6. ............................................. (public) today, Mr Milburn said: "Ninety-five per cent of kids who get two A-levels 7. ........................................ (regard) of their social background get a university place. To get an A-level you need to do well at 16. 

"The problem is that 360,000 of the 600,000 kids who take GCSEs don't get five good ones and therefore cannot progress to university. So, what we need to do is get universities getting in upstream 8. ...................................... (early) and helping schools' efforts to improve education results."

The Fair Access to the Professions report has been written by 20 experts and is expected to be accepted in full by the Government.

It will call for sweeping reforms to stop children born into poor 9. .......................................... (ground) being stuck with low-paid jobs. It includes the scrapping of the Government's "shameful" £512m Connexions career service, which has been criticised for directing 10. ........................................... (work) class children into work or vocational training rather than academic study.

In a move likely to prompt 11. ......................................... (accuse) of "social engineering", all universities will also be urged to assess applicants' family background before awarding places. The tactic, which is already used by a number of leading institutions, could see children from state schools 12. ......................................... (favour) over those from the fee-paying sector with the same grades. 

More than four-in-10 places at Oxford and Cambridge are currently awarded to teenagers from private schools, even though the sector only educates seven per cent of children 13. ............................................ (nation). 

Mr Milburn said: "As many as 3,000 students from state schools are missing from the 13 leading universities in the country because their places have been taken by kids from independent schools with the same A-level results."

The £400m a year currently spent attempting to get poor students into university will also be branded a waste of money and redirected to schools.

Mr Milburn will also call for greater access to some professions without university qualifications. He said "qualification 14. ............................................ (inflate)" in recent years had seen practical professions such as nursing blocked to people who failed to get a degree

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5873227/Poor-performance-at-school-biggest-barrier-to-university.html 21.07.09)

Task 4. Read the text and paraphrase the words in bold. Mark also the part of speech of the words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
University entry exams 'a barrier to working class students' 

A rise in the number of university admissions (0) tests is stopping working-class students getting places, according to Oxford University and London's Institute of Education.

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 09 Jun 2009

Almost 50 universities across Britain require candidates to sit entrance examinations in one or more subjects, it was disclosed (1). 

Many have been imposed amid (2) growing concerns that a rise in A grades at A-level prevents tutors (3) selecting the best candidates. 

Research led by academics based at Oxford and the Institute of Education suggested the move presented (4) a "barrier" to higher education for students from poor backgrounds. 

The study, backed (5) by the Nuffield Foundation charity, said sixth-formers from wealthier homes were more likely to succeed as they could get private coaching to pass entrance exams, tightening their grip on (6) places at the most selective universities. Institutions including Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial College London, University College London and Warwick in subjects such as medicine, law and mathematics. 

It comes just days after official figures showed a drop in the number of working class students admitted to university last year. 

The Nuffield Review - billed (7) as the biggest report into education for teenagers in 50 years - also found a drop in the number of students being admitted to university after studying "vocational" qualifications. 

At the same time, it said the practice of "teaching to the test" in schools was "impoverishing" (8)  children's education, leaving many ill-equipped (9) for the rigours of degree courses. It included how to use libraries, time management and investigative (10) skills. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/universityeducation/5477178/University-entry-exams-a-barrier-to-working-class-students.html 21.07.09)

(0) admission – (noun) accepting somebody into something

1. ............................................................................................................................................................ 

2. ............................................................................................................................................................
3. ............................................................................................................................................................
4. ............................................................................................................................................................
5. ............................................................................................................................................................
6. ............................................................................................................................................................
7. ............................................................................................................................................................
8. ............................................................................................................................................................
9. ............................................................................................................................................................
10. ..........................................................................................................................................................
Task 5. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
10,000 more student places 'at a cost' 

Gordon Brown's pledge to provide thousands more university places has been criticised after it emerged they would only be part-funded. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 3:48PM BST 20 Jul 2009

Universities will receive just half the money they would normally expect to teach degree students, it (0) ... was ... announced. In addition, funds will only be directed at undergraduates studying science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

The decision will limit the number of students and universities able to take advantage of the extra places. University leaders also warned that teaching 1. ................................... could suffer as more students are "crammed" into classes. But the Government defended the move, which they 2. ......................................... would ease the "unprecedented demand" for places. 

An extra 52,000 people applied to university this year amid warnings of job shortages in the recession. The rise has been fuelled 3. .................................................. an increase in applications from over-25s returning to education to improve their skills. 

Ministers initially capped the number of new places for full-time undergraduates at 3,000, leading to fears that many applicants would be left without courses. Last week, the Prime Minister intervened to announce that a further 10,000 students 4. ................................................  be admitted in September. The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills said places would be for students taking strategically important subjects to plug industry shortages.

Students will 5. ....................................  given access to a range of grants and Government-subsidised loans. They will be expected to pay £3,100-a-year tuition fees to study but, crucially, the Government will not pay additional teaching costs.

Currently, degrees are funded through a combination of student fees and money awarded directly 6. ..........................................  universities by the Government. They get between £2,700 to £14,500 per student 7. ........................................... on the subject. However, a five-year "repayment holiday" - allowing graduates to delay repaying student loans - will also be cut to just two years.

Lord Mandelson, the Business Secretary, said: "8. ............................................. making available 10,000 extra places in science, technology and maths we are not only helping more individuals with the ambition and ability to go to university but also investing 9. ........................................ this country's future."

Sally Hunt, general secretary of the University and College Union, welcomed the cash, but said: "We cannot just cram more students into our universities at a time when the staff required to teach and nurture them are 10. .......................................... cut. If we want to ensure we are delivering the highest possible quality of education to our students, we have to abolish any notion 11. ..........................................  it can be done on the cheap."

Sir Martin Taylor, vice-president of the Royal Society, said, "Building the next generation of scientists requires not 12. ............................................... financial support for the students but also for the institutions that will be responsible for educating them."

Stephen Williams, the Liberal Democrat universities spokesman, said: "Universities will struggle to 13. ................................................ on these extra students without being given the money they need for teaching."

David Willetts, the Conservative shadow universities secretary, said: "There is even a sting in the tail for students. The five-year holiday on student loan repayments is being slashed to just two years – the second reduction in support for students in the two months since Peter Mandelson got responsibility 14. ........................................... universities." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/universityeducation/5871192/10000-more-student-places-at-a-cost.html 21.07.09)

Task 6. Read the following text and match the explanations to the words highlighted in the text. Note that there are 3 extra words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Tuition fees may be waived (1) for students who live at home

Students who choose to live at home while they attend university could be exempt from (2) paying tuition fees, under Government plans. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 09 Jul 2009
[image: image13.png]
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So-called "no fee degrees" may be introduced for undergraduates to allow them to avoid mounting (3) debts. The Government proposal is likely to attract more school-leavers to higher education, increasing the pressure on university places. 

A review being launched in the autumn will set future tuition fee (4)  levels, which will stand at £3,225 next year. 

The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills is said to be considering a number of measures, including free courses for some students, particularly those funded independently by their parents. The new proposal would save the Government money, as students would be unable to claim for (5) maintenance grants or low-interest loans. 

The Government said it was "purely speculative". 

Sally Hunt, general secretary of the University and College Union, said: "We want students to have access to decent (6) local courses but the facts are that these plans will see students with the necessary resources choosing where and what they wish to study and those from poorer backgrounds denied (7) the opportunity to move away and make full use of their potential." 

It comes as official figures were due to be published on Thursday showing that record numbers of people applied to courses this year amid dire warnings of job shortages. 

Applications for September are likely to be up by around 60,000. 

But MPs warn that only 3,000 more places are available for new full-time undergraduates as the recession puts a squeeze on (8) public finances. 

The Sutton Trust, an education charity, warned that the squeeze on university places was likely to hit the poorest students harder. A separate report published by the trust suggested three-quarters of secondary school children had long-term ambitions to go to university. 

Sir Peter Lampl, the charity's chairman, said: "Efforts to increase participation have been buoyed (9) by the economic crisis and the shortage of jobs, which has made further study a more attractive prospect for many young people. While this is good news in some respects, we must ensure we don't build up students' expectations early on in school only for them to be dashed (10) at age 18." 

The University and College Admissions Service (Ucas) was due to publish final data showing the number of students applying to higher education courses in Britain. Previous research by The Daily Telegraph suggests numbers will be up by more than 10 per cent, despite a squeeze on places. Universities have already called for (11) a dramatic increase in funding to improve facilities and increase student numbers. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5779003/Tuition-fees-may-be-waived-for-students-who-live-at-home.html 21.07.09)

(0) good or good enough (adj)  






...  decent (6)  ...

1. money that you pay to take lessons (n)





............................
2. not allow someone to have something (v)




............................
3. demand (v)









............................

4. make it impossible for someone to do what they expected to do (v)

............................

5. increasing, especially in a way that makes a situation worse (adj) 

............................

6. have a strict control over money or goods (v)




............................

7. allow someone to ignore a rule, obligation or payment (v)


............................  
Task 7. Five sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-F the one which fits each gap (1-5). There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.
Foreign students 'admitted to British universities with forged qualifications' 

Foreign students are being admitted to British universities with bogus qualifications, the higher education watchdog has been told. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 7:00AM BST 12 May 2009

Lecturers said they had uncovered evidence of students being given places on the basis of "forged or false" certificates. 1. ............ When challenged by university officials, many students implicated "agents" peddling bogus qualifications in their home countries. 

The disclosure is made in a report by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education which vets standards at British universities. It will raise further concerns over the system of screening foreign students for courses at universities and colleges. 

The Government recently admitted that the existing visa system - which has allowed 250,000 students into the country in four years - was the "major loophole in Britain's border controls". 

Foreign students are increasingly attractive to universities because they often pay more than British students. 

But the QAA, which staged a series of focus groups with academics, administrators and students as part of a major investigation into the quality of courses, said it has received anecdotal evidence that the system was open to abuse. 

"2. ............... ," said the report. 

The QAA report - published following concerns from some academics over higher education standards - also reported suspicions that students were admitted despite having a poor grasp of English. It said one un-named institution operated minimum entry requirements for foreign undergraduates that were "lower than would normally be expected in UK degree-level education". 

3. ............... 
The report added: "The challenges to the learning experiences of all students posed by the inconsistency with which international students are able to communicate with staff and other students was raised in each of the focus group discussions. Home students in this context were reported to feel 'disadvantaged' when academic staff appeared to make dispensations for international students' language capabilities. 4. ............... “
British universities are rated among the best in the world, with four in the top 10 of a recent international league table. But a series of concerns have been raised by academics that a rise in the number of students - coupled with a growing target culture - was eroding the quality of courses. 

5. ............... 
It comes just days after 600 students at Bristol University complained the institution made cutbacks to teaching despite a rise in annual fees to more than £3,000 in 2006. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/universityeducation/5309556/Foreign-students-admitted-to-British-universities-with-forged-qualifications.html 21.07.09)

A
One foreign student admitted buying a language certificate in his native country.
B
Some claimed their suspicions were only aroused when undergraduates and postgraduates from overseas struggled to cope with the demands of courses.


C
They perceived that they were likely to receive lower overall marks for group work when teamed with some international students.

D
The QAA called for a review of systems used to test foreign students' English skills following claims other students suffered when sharing tutorials.
 
E
Participants openly discussed instances where forged or false academic certificates required for admission to a programme were suspected and at times uncovered.

F
The study said some students - particularly those on arts and humanities courses - were dissatisfied with the amount of teaching time, including scheduled lectures, tutorials and access to special equipment.
Task 8. Translate the following article published in an Estonian newspaper into English.
Riik meelitab õpinguid katkestanud noori taas ülikooli

Riik loodab, et kasvava tööpuuduse ajal tahavad noored jätkata katkenud kooliteed ning kavatseb suunata 150 miljonit krooni Euroopa tõukefondide raha nende ülikoolidesse tagasi meelitamiseks.

Ülikoolidesse oodatakse tagasi neid, kes on bakalaureuseõppest läbinud vähemalt poole programmist ning katkestanud õpingud viimase kuue aasta jooksul. “Just praegu, kui tööturul on kitsas, on noortel aeg õppimiseks. Kutsun kõiki, kes on tasemeõpingud mingil ajal katkestanud, kasutama väljapakutavat riigitoetust selleks, et oandada edaspidiseks vajalik kvalifikatsioon ja kindlustada endale tulevikus töökoht,” rääkis haridus- ja teadusminister Tõnis Lukas. Minister ütles ERR-i “Aktuaalsele Kaamerale”, et kolmandik töötutest on gümnaasiumilõpetajad, kellel pole kõrg- ega kutseharidust ning kellest paljud on õpingud kõrgkoolis katkestanud. Viimase kuue aastaga on katkestajaid olnud 15 000.

Lisaks pakkus ministeerium uute tegevustena välja noortele õpetajatele mõeldud stipendiumiprogrammi, täiskasvanutele täiendavate õppimisvõimaluste loomise, ettevõtete ja kõrgkoolide koostöö toetamise.

 (Eesti Päevaleht, August 11, 2009, Tere, kool! p. 3) 
At the University
Task 1. Read the following text and choose the answers you think fit best. There is an example at the beginning (0).

What would you do to get a better grade?

Pull an all-nighter? Overdose on caffeine? UK students are going to new lengths to score better grades – risky drugs!

Mark, 23, won a place to read modern languages at one of Britain's top 10 universities, The Guardian has reported. But, in the lead-up to his summer finals, with a pile of revision still to go, Mark decided he wasn't good enough to make the top grade.

So he went to the Internet. He found an online pharmacy based in Turkey, and he bought a medication called Modafinil. It's a drug given to people with sleep disorders. But it also sharpens memory, makes one more mentally alert and lengthens one's focus, or attention span.

After a week of taking one tablet daily, cramming and sleeping four hours a night, Mark took his exams. He got a “first” - the highest grade possible. Would he have done as well without medical help? “Unlikely,” he says.

Now a report from the British Academy of Medical Sciences warns authorities to get ready for soaring abuse of a group of drugs called “brain boosters”. “The use of psychoactive drugs will become an increasing feature in all our lives,” says report chairman Gabriel Horn of Cambridge University. And medical experts wonder if they'll give students who use them an unfair advantage in competing for good grades.

The drugs were originally invented to treat a range of serious brain conditions, from attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and Alzheimer's disease to dementia. They are illegal without prescription, and they may have dangerous side effects. But that isn't stopping healthy UK students by the hundreds from downing brain boosters to cram for exams.

Surprise: Who's using brain boosters?

No one knows exactly when people started abusing brain boosters – but most would agree the trend kicked off in the U.S. Surprisingly, medical students and university professors may have been the first abusers. Barbara Sahakian, a professor of brain chemistry at Cambridge University, is co-author of a 2007 report on these drugs for the British Medical Association; she knows first-hand about their widespread misuse: “I've been offered Modafinil on several occasions when I've been at conferences, without asking for it.” While Sahakian has flatly rejected the offers, she adds, “My fellow academics have taken it to counteract jetlag and tiredness.”

Last spring, a readers' poll – in the British journal Nature revealed that 20 per cent had popped brain-boosting pills such as Modafinil, Ritalin and Donepezil. And in the U.S., some studies suggest 25 to 30 per cent of Americal college students “are going to health clinics and lying to doctors to get their hands on the drugs,” one website claims. Or are simply buying the drugs online.
What do brain boosters do?

Brain boosters are known as “cognitive enhancing” drugs – they enhance or improve cognition, which is the process or reasoning. So for example, Modafinil – called the “get smart” drug – was first prescribed in the late 90s to treat people with severe sleep disorders like narcolepsy. Sufferers of narcolepsy can't stay awake for long periods and fall sound asleep against their will; Modafinil helps users remain awake a lot longer. That's because the drug targets the specific nerve cells in the brain (called neurons) that control sleep and waking patterns.

But as an added bonus, researchers discovered Modafinil boosts alertness, and problem solving. During experimental trials, volunteers became faster and more accurate in mental planning tests, completing puzzles and remembering long strings of numbers; they could concentrate for longer periods of time. “The drug appears to make people stop and think,” says Cambridge University researcher Danielle Turner. So the drug is now given to people who are overly impulsive or suffer from ADHD; it's also being tested on patients who suffer from memory loss, as in Alzheimer's disease.

Why they're risky?

The problem is, while scientists don't know exactly how Modafinil works on the brain, they do know that common side effects include anxiety, depression, loss of muscle strength and lung problems, among many others.

Researchers also know that another brain booster, Donepezil, helps patients with dementia by slowing the breakdown of a brain chemical; at the same time Donepezil improves memory, clear thinking and reasoning. But the side effects include nausea, headache and generalised pain. “Such risks may be worthwhile for those suffering from the conditions the drugs were created to treat, but not for a healthy user,” says Katharine Hibbert in The Guardian. And organisations like the British Medical Association are alarmed that healthy students who abuse the drugs now may be at risk later on for the decline or loss of brain functions. Says the BMA: “We simply don't know what the long-term effect of the use of such drugs in healthy populations will be.”

(Current January/February 2009, p. 6-8)
(0)  In order to get better grades, UK students are 
A
cheating 
 

B
studying harder

C
taking extra courses

D
taking pills
1. Mark was to

A
conduct extensive research into modern languages

B
lecture on modern languages at the university

C
read about modern languages at the university

D
study modern languages at the university

2. Mark went to the Internet to buy risky drugs because he was

A
impatient

B
insane 

C
insecure

D
unruly


3. Psychoactive drugs affect the activity of the 
A
body

B
emotions

C
mind

D
soul

4. While studying for exams it is typical for
A
many students to drink coffee

B
many students to take risky drugs
C
students to study at night
D
certain students to take drugs
5. Barbara Sahakian has

A
advocated the use of brain boosting drugs

B
conducted  experiments on the effects of brain boosting drugs

C
misused brain boosting drugs

D
witnessed the misuse of brain boosting drugs

6. Modafinil was originally meant for patients who
A
couldn’t fight falling asleep

B
couldn’t go to sleep 

C
had epilepsy

D
woke up every now and then during the night

7. The extra advantage of Modafinil is that it

A
enables people to think clearly and intelligently

B
makes people more impulsive

C
makes people physically faster
D
reduces people’s attention span

8. Medical experts 

A
alarm the public about the effects of brain boosters on healthy people 
B
claim healthy users of brain boosting drugs face dementia at an earlier age
C
do not approve of the usage of brain boosters by healthy people
D
have clear evidence of the effects of brain boosters on healthy people

Task 2. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Universities to offer degree 'report cards'

Graduates from leading universities will be awarded detailed 'report cards' next year amid fears (0) ... traditional ... (tradition) degree grades are no longer fit for purpose, it emerged today. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 3:57PM BST 20 Oct 2008


[image: image14.png]
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For the first time, the 200-year-old system of first, second and third-class degrees will be accompanied by a two-page report giving a comprehensive list of students' achievements. 

Eighteen universities 1. ....................................... (include) Manchester, Newcastle, St Andrews and University College London will be among the first to use the new-style cards as part of a trial programme next year. Other universities across the UK are expected to follow by 2012.

The move follows the publication of an 2. ................................. (influence) report last year which claimed existing honours degrees - awarded to more than 300,000 graduates every year - were "far too blunt a tool" to mark student 3. ................................. (able). 

Professor Bob Burgess, vice-chancellor of Leicester University, who led the review, said the existing system would "decline in 4. ...................................... (important) until it should no longer be considered necessary,” although he ruled out axing grades altogether.

Figures show the number of students achieving a first has more than doubled since the mid-1990s, with critics claiming students' achievements have been 5. ................................... (mine) by grade inflation. 

Earlier this year, Peter Williams, chief executive of the Quality Assurance Agency, the university watchdog, said the system was "rotten" because grades were based on "arbitrary and 6. .............................. (rely) measures". 

Under the new system - backed by Universities UK, which represents vice-chancellors - achievements will be summarised on two sheets of A4 paper to sit alongside degree grades. 

The so-called Higher Education Achievement Report (Hear) will contain facts about a student's degree course, including dates, programme requirements, modules taken and an 7. ....................................... (explain) of how courses were assessed. 8. .................................... (crucial), it will break down marks for each unit and list the wider skills students have mastered.

It may also include how they performed in timed exams, oral 9. ........................................ (perform) and course work. This is intended to help employers judge more 10. .................................. (accurate) the strengths of graduates.

The Hear will be tested on existing students next year. Other universities taking part include Leicester, Aberystwyth, Northumbria, Derby, Northampton, Greenwich and Keele.

It will 11. ................................. (initial) be used by students taking English, biology, accounting and creative arts degrees. If 12. ....................................... (success), it will be extended to other universities. 

Prof Burgess said: "We have always sought to do justice to the achievement of students and improve the way in which universities demonstrate the wide range of their achievements."

Aaron Porter, vice-president of the National Union of Students, said: "It is clear that the current degree 13. ..................................... (class) system is no longer fit for purpose - students deserve a more detailed 14. .......................................... (acknowledge) of their overall achievement from their time in higher education."

David Lammy, the Higher Education Minister, said: "While the UK degree is a highly valued and 15. .......................................... (nation) recognised qualification, we believe that providing clear and transparent information is essential both for students and their future employers." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/universityeducation/3229424/Universities-to-offer-degree-report-cards.html 21.07.09)

Task 3. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Mother at 15, Cambridge University student at 22 

A mother-of-two has spoken of how she became a Cambridge University student despite getting pregnant at 15 and spending part of her teenage years in a homeless hostel. 

By Ian Johnston 
Published: 7:00AM BST 13 Jul 2009


[image: image15.png]



Cambridge student Jade Norman with her children Christian and Jacy Photo: STEVEN PROUSE 

Jade Norman, 22, of Bedford, is studying history at Lucy Cavendish College (0) ... after ... achieving three As at A-level at college.

She said she decided to apply to universities within commuting distance of her home and "couldn't believe it" when she was asked to 1. ................................ for an interview at Cambridge.

Miss Norman, who has just completed her first year, now hopes to move into university family accommodation with her children, Jacey, six, and Christian, three, and their father, Henry Uko. Mr Uko has just won a place at Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge.

"I started looking at universities I could commute to, which 2. .............................. Cambridge," she said. "I couldn't believe it when I got an interview – it was scary, really scary. And when I got my offer it was amazing.

"There is a stereotypical view of young single parents, that they just want to sit around at home all day, happy to live 3. ........................................ benefits. That image is really wrong. I know lots of young single parents and I don't know one that doesn't want to do something better.

"Something I've realised is that everyone has problems in their life. But, despite the 4. ......................................  and downs, you have to know things will always get better in the end."

Miss Norman's parents divorced when she was three and she lived on a council estate with her mother 5. ...........................................  she was 11, then she decided to move in with her father instead. After being bullied, she left her Catholic school at the age of 14 and decided to live at her grandparents' home in Essex.

At 15, she became pregnant. The baby's father was Mr Uko, who is two years older than 6. ............................................ . Miss Norman said 7. ..................................... some people encouraged her to have an abortion, she chose to keep the baby. She dropped out of education all together and ended up living in a hostel. 

"I went to a homeless hostel in Bedford for mothers and babies. It was such a difficult time: when I first got there, I had £4 to live on 8. ......................................... a fortnight while I waited for my income support. But I made some great friends," she said.

Throughout it all, she was determined to get to university and build herself a better life. She 9. ....................................  to college where she studied A-levels in history, politics and government, and sociology, achieving As in all three subjects despite becoming pregnant for a 10. ...................................... time to Mr Uko.

Lucy Cavendish College, or simply "Lucy" as it is known to students, was founded in 1965 by a group of lecturers 11. ......................................... felt women were under-represented at Cambridge. It is women-only and admits only postgraduates or undergraduates aged 21 or over.

Now looking 12. ..................................... to her second year at Cambridge, Miss Norman said she sometimes could not believe how dramatically her life had changed.

"I love sitting in the library, looking out at the gardens. They are so beautiful. I often sit there and think: 'How 13. .............................................. this happen? What am I doing here?" she said.

"The children are amazing. Jacey is a really happy child. She's very kind; that's her loveliest feature. And Christian is a real boy's boy, a great character, really bubbly. 

"The course is hard work, but I am really enjoying it. And I've made lots of friends at university, 14. ........................................... ."

In May, it was disclosed that a single mother with four children by three fathers had been offered a place to study medicine at the same Cambridge college. Nicky Jecks, 30, of Kettering, Northamptonshire, stopped 15. .......................................... to school at 16 but went to college at 28 to study A-levels, hoping to improve her family's quality of life.

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5811743/Mother-at-15-Cambridge-University-student-at-22.html 21.07.09)

Task 4. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
history

enrolled
interaction

undergraduate
translate
settled
gained

masters
together

conventional

doing

read
planning


Family of four celebrate after graduating from the same university at the same time 
A family of four have made (0) history by graduating from the same university at the same time
Published: 7:00AM BST 21 Jul 2009

.  
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The Lopes', originally from Portugal, are celebrating after parents Eurico, 48 and Amarinda, 49, each 1. ...................................... a PhD while their daughter Joana was awarded a masters and son Joao completed an 2. .............................................. degree. 

Joana came to Leeds Metropolitan University in 2004 to study architecture and 3. ........................................ into the student life well. But when her parents came to visit, they "fell in love" with the West Yorkshire city and decided to complete their PhDs in human computer 4. .................................................... and information systems at the institution. 

Then, Joao followed another 12 months later to 5. .................................................. architecture and the family decided to create a home-from-home and all shared a flat 6. ............................................. . 

"Having my family around to support me really helped while I was 7. ............................................... my degree. It made it so much easier for me to settle in. It was great not to have to worry about all my dirty washing and to have home cooking again but it took a while to get used to all the rules, like being home by a certain time," said Joana, 23. 

Joao, 21, who 8. ............................................. in 2006, said: "It was really tough when I first came over because I couldn't speak any English, all I could say was 'yes' and 'no'. Having everyone at home really helped because I could take work home and get them to 9. ........................................... ." 

Now Mr and Mrs Lopes may have another celebration to look forward to as their 12-year-old daughter is already 10. ............................................ to study art at Leeds. 

But she will be able to enjoy a more 11. .................................................... student experience as her sister and parents have already moved back to Portugal, while her brother intends to do a 12. ............................................... course which will last just a year. 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5873313/Family-of-four-celebrate-after-graduating-from-the-same-university-at-the-same-time.html 21.07.09)
Task 5. Read the text and paraphrase the words in bold. Mark also the part of speech of the words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
University students 'cannot spell'

Standards of spelling among university students are now so bad that lecturers are being urged (0) to turn a blind eye to mistakes. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor
Published: 2:23PM BST 06 Aug 2008

Many undergraduates misspell basic words such as "their", "speech" or even "Wednesday" in essays, it is claimed. 

First year students are the worst offenders (1), despite already spending at least 13 years in the education system. Standards have deteriorated (2) to such an extent that one leading academic has been forced to ignore common errors altogether. 

Dr Ken Smith, a senior lecturer in criminology at Bucks New University, said "atrocious" spelling was rife (3) among new undergraduates, with many failing to apply basic rules, such as "i before e, except after c". The words "weird", "seize", "leisure" and "neighbour" are regularly misspelt by students, he said. 

The comments come amid growing fears that many sixth-formers are leaving school lacking basic skills. Some universities have already extended (4) courses by a year to give weak students extra tuition in core subjects that they failed to pick up in the classroom. 

Last year, another academic claimed that British undergraduates had a poorer grasp (5) of English than some foreign students. 

Dr Bernard Lamb, a reader in genetics at Imperial College London, said those from Singapore and Brunei made fewer mistakes in their work, despite speaking English as a second language. Many British students appear to have been through school without mastering basic rules of grammar and punctuation, or having their errors corrected, he said. 

Writing in Times Higher Education magazine, Dr Smith said mistakes were now so common that academics should simply accept them as "variants". 

"Teaching a large first-year course at a British university, I am fed up with correcting my students' atrocious (6) spelling," he said. "But why must we suffer? Instead of complaining about the state of the education system as we correct the same mistakes year after year, I've got a better idea. University teachers should simply accept as variant spelling those words our students most commonly (7) misspell." 

He lists 10 words which are most regularly misspelt by students, including "February", "ignore", "truly" and "queue". 

"I could go on and add another 10 words that are commonly misspelt - the word 'misspelt' itself of course, and all those others that break the 'i' before 'e' rule - but I think I have made my point," he said. 

Jack Bovill, chairman of The Spelling Society, said: "All the data suggests that there are more and more students at university level whose spelling is not up to scratch (8). Universities are even finding they have masters-level students who cannot spell." 

Top ten misspellings 

Argument Arguement 

February Febuary 

Wednesday Wensday 

Ignore Ignor 

Occurred Occured 

Opportunity Opertunity 

Queue Que 

Speech Speach 

Their Thier 

Truly Truely 

Twelfth Twelth 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2510704/University-students-cannot-spell.html 23.07.09)
(0) urge – (verb) advise somebody strongly about what action or attitude they should take

1. ....................................................................................................................................................

2. ....................................................................................................................................................

3. ....................................................................................................................................................

4. ....................................................................................................................................................

5. ....................................................................................................................................................

6. ....................................................................................................................................................

7. ....................................................................................................................................................

8. .................................................................................................................................................... 

Task 6. Six sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (1-6). There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.

Students being awarded degrees after studying 20 hours a week

Students at some universities are being awarded degrees with a third less effort than other institutions, according to research. 

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 
Published: 12:01AM BST 07 May 2009

They can get good marks on history courses with just 20 hours' study a week, compared to at least 30 at some universities, it was claimed. 

In a report today, the Higher Education Policy Institute said the "significant inconsistency" risked damaging the reputation of English degrees. 1. .............. 
It comes amid growing fears that standards could be diluted as some universities employ dubious tactics to improve their rankings on league tables. Figures show the number of students achieving a first has more than doubled since the mid-1990s. 

Stephen Williams, the Liberal Democrat universities spokesman, said the stakes had been raised by the imposition of £3,100-a-year tuition fees. 

"If university degrees are going to remain serious qualifications, it is vital that they are rigorous and stretch all students," he said. "2. .............. Costly tuition fees will inevitably make students question whether they are getting their money's worth. 

"Despite forking out the same huge sums of money, students studying different subjects are receiving vastly different amounts of teaching time. Students should be able to make their subject choices on academic merit, not value for money." 

According to HEPI, the amount of work and standard of degree awarded differs hugely between courses and universities in England. The report said students taking medicine and dentistry degrees studied for up to 46.3 hours at some universities, but it dipped to just 26.3 at others. 3. ............ 
An earlier HEPI study said undergraduates studying law at Sussex University were likely to get a first or upper-second with just over 20 hours' study a week, while those at Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham and Bristol were all expected to do between 30 and 40 hours' work. At Loughborough, just over four-in-five students gained a good biology degree with an average of 21.8 hours' work a week. 4. ............... 
The findings were first published in 2007, but HEPI insisted almost nothing had been done to act on the claims. 

"5. ..............," the study said. "Yet this question raises very serious issues about the possible variation in standards between subjects and universities, and about what it means to have a degree." 

It said some universities, including Lancaster, the London School of Economics and Manchester, had acted by providing commitments to students, guaranteeing more lecture time and limiting the number seminars taken by postgraduates. 6. ............... 
But the latest report - The Academic Experience of Students in English Universities - also concluded that average students did less work than those in other European countries. It quoted international research showing that students across the UK studied for around 30 hours a week, compared to more than 39 in France. 

The report added: "If these issues are not faced then damage will be done to the national interest. If it becomes widely believed that there is significant inconsistency in the effort required by difference universities in this country for the award of a degree, and that there is no explanation of the variations, then this will damage the reputation of higher education." 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5284477/Students-being-awarded-degrees-after-studying-20-hours-a-week.html 21.07.09)

A
The reaction to this finding has, broadly, been to ignore it.
B
Other universities have also entered into "quasi-contractual relations" with students.
C
But it insisted the discrepancies were being largely "ignored" by policy-makers, raising "very serious" questions about the quality of courses.
D
It is hard to believe that can be done in just 20 hours a week.


E
Roughly the same number of students gained a top degree at Cambridge, but had to do 41.9 hours' work.
F
The representatives of many British universities disagree with the findings of HEPI.
G
The figures included both teaching time and private study.
Task 7. Translate the following short news item published in an Estonian newspaper into English.
Doktorikraad 20 000 euro eest

Associated Press kirjeldas Saksamaal olnud juhtu, kus professorid aitasid üliõpilastel altkäemaksu eest doktorikraadi saada.

Eri allikate kirjelduste järgi maksid üliõpilased 4000-20 000 eurot (62 000-312 000 krooni), mille eest neile lubati ülikoolide teaduskondades olevate sidemete kaudu korraldada doktorikraadi saamine. Uurimine keskendub Kölni lähedal Bergisch Gladbachis asuva teadusliku konsulteerimise instituudi tegevusele, mis väidetavalt tegutses üliõpilaste ja professorite vahendajana.
(Eesti Päevaleht, August 25, 2009, Töö ja koolitus, p. 14) 

V Learning Theories and Philosophy of Education
Task 1. Read the following text and decide if the statements are True (T), False (F) or there is No Information (NI) in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Learning Theory (education)

In psychology and education, a common definition of learning is a process that brings together cognitive, emotional, and environmental influences and experiences for acquiring, enhancing, or making changes in one's knowledge, skills, values, and world views (Illeris, 2000; Ormorod, 1995). Learning as a process focuses on what happens when the learning takes place. Explanations of what happens constitute learning theories. A learning theory is an attempt to describe how people and animals learn, thereby helping us understand the inherently complex process of learning. Learning theories have two chief values according to Hill (2002). One is in providing us with vocabulary and a conceptual framework for interpreting the examples of learning that we observe. The other is in suggesting where to look for solutions to practical problems. The theories do not give us solutions, but they do direct our attention to those variables that are crucial in finding solutions.

There are three main categories or philosophical frameworks under which learning theories fall: behaviorism, cognitivism, and constructivism. Behaviorism focuses only on the objectively observable aspects of learning. Cognitive theories look beyond behavior to explain brain-based learning. And constructivism views learning as a process in which the learner actively constructs or builds new ideas or concepts.

Behaviorism

Behavorism as a theory was most developed by B. F. Skinner. It loosely includes the work of such people as Thorndike, Tolman, Guthrie, and Hull. What characterizes these investigators is their underlying assumptions about the process of learning. In essence, three basic assumptions are held to be true. First, learning is manifested by a change in behavior. Second, the environment shapes behavior. And third, the principles of contiguity (how close in time, two events must be for a bond to be formed) and reinforcement (any means of increasing the likelihood that an event will be repeated) are central to explaining the learning process. For behaviorism, learning is the acquisition of new behavior through conditioning.

There are two types of possible conditioning:

1) Classical conditioning, where the behavior becomes a reflex response to stimulus as in the case of Pavlov's Dogs. Pavlov was interested in studying reflexes, when he saw that the dogs drooled without the proper stimulus. Although no food was in sight, their saliva still dribbled. It turned out that the dogs were reacting to lab coats. Every time the dogs were served food, the person who served the food was wearing a lab coat. Therefore, the dogs reacted as if food was on its way whenever they saw a lab coat. In a series of experiments, Pavlov then tried to figure out how these phenomena were linked. For example, he struck a bell when the dogs were fed. If the bell was sounded in close association with their meal, the dogs learned to associate the sound of the bell with food. After a while, at the mere sound of the bell, they responded by drooling.

2) Operant conditioning where there is reinforcement of the behavior by a reward or a punishment. The theory of operant conditioning was developed by B.F. Skinner and is known as Radical Behaviorism. The word ‘operant’ refers to the way in which behavior ‘operates on the environment’. Briefly, a behavior may result either in reinforcement, which increases the likelihood of the behavior recurring, or punishment, which decreases the likelihood of the behavior recurring. It is important to note that, a punisher is not considered to be punishment if it does not result in the reduction of the behavior, and so the terms punishment and reinforcement are determined as a result of the actions. Within this framework, behaviorists are particularly interested in measurable changes in behavior.

Educational approaches such as applied behavior analysis, curriculum based measurement, and direct instruction have emerged from this model.

Cognitivism

The earliest challenge to the behaviorists came in a publication in 1929 by Bode, a gestalt psychologist. He criticized behaviorists for being too dependent on overt behavior to explain learning. Gestalt psychologists proposed looking at the patterns rather than isolated events. Gestalt views of learning have been incorporated into what have come to be labeled cognitive theories. Two key assumptions underlie this cognitive approach: (1) that the memory system is an active organized processor of information and (2) that prior knowledge plays an important role in learning. Cognitive theories look beyond behavior to explain brain-based learning. Cognitivists consider how human memory works to promote learning. For example, the physiological processes of sorting and encoding information and events into short term memory and long term memory are important to educators working under the cognitive theory. The major difference between gestaltists and behaviorists is the locus of control over the learning activity. For gestaltists, it lies with the individual learner; for behaviorists, it lies with the environment.

Once memory theories like the Atkinson-Shiffrin memory model and Baddeley's working memory model were established as a theoretical framework in cognitive psychology, new cognitive frameworks of learning began to emerge during the 1970s, 80s, and 90s. Today, researchers are concentrating on topics like cognitive load and information processing theory. These theories of learning are very useful as they guide instructional design. Aspects of cognitivism can be found in learning how to learn, social role acquisition, intelligence, learning, and memory as related to age.

Constructivism

Constructivism views learning as a process in which the learner actively constructs or builds new ideas or concepts based upon current and past knowledge or experience. In other words, "learning involves constructing one's own knowledge from one's own experiences." Constructivist learning, therefore, is a very personal endeavour, whereby internalized concepts, rules, and general principles may consequently be applied in a practical real-world context. This is also known as social constructivism. Social constructivists posit that knowledge is constructed when individuals engage socially in talk and activity about shared problems or tasks. Learning is seen as the process by which individuals are introduced to a culture by more skilled members" (Driver et al., 1994) Constructivism itself has many variations, such as Active learning, discovery learning, and knowledge building. Regardless of the variety, constructivism promotes a student's free exploration within a given framework or structure. The teacher acts as a facilitator who encourages students to discover principles for themselves and to construct knowledge by working to solve realistic problems. Aspects of constructivism can be found in self-directed learning, transformational learning, experiential learning, situated cognition, and reflective practice.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_theory_(education) 22.07.09)
0. Learning as a process concentrates on
the outcomes of the act of learning.
.. F ..

1. Learning theories draw people’s attention to educational problems.

.........
2. There are similarities between Thorndike’s and Skinner’s ideas.


.........
3. Pavlov conducted experiments in various labs to find a link between 
reflex and stimulus.









.........

4. The theory of operant conditioning is a radical form of behaviourism.

.........
5. According to behaviourism misbehaviour occurs due to external stimuli.     
.........

6. Gestaltists emphasised the impact of previously acquired knowledge on the 

learning process.









.........

7. Cognitivists are currently concentrating on studying the effect of excessive 

information on people’s ability to learn.






.........

8. Constructivists believe that more experienced members of society play a 

crucial role in other people’s learning process. 





.........

Task 2. Sort the words from the box into correct places in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).

pursuit
dissimilar
details

intervention

application

concepts effective
emerging
drive

focuses

science
Informal and post-modern learning theories

Informal theories of education may attempt to break down the learning process in (0) ... pursuit ... of practicality. One of these deals with whether learning should take place as a building of 1. ........................................... toward an overall idea, or the understanding of the overall idea with the 2. ................................................. filled in later. Critics believe that trying to teach an overall idea without details (facts) is like trying to build a masonry structure without bricks.

Other concerns are the origins of the 3. ............................................ for learning. Some argue that learning is primarily self-regulated, and that the ideal learning situation is one 4. .................................. to the modern classroom. Critics argue that students learning in isolation fail.

Informal learning theory also concerns itself with the practical 5. ............................................ of education, and suggest that the current model tends to fail in this respect. Newly 6. .................................................. hybrid instructional models combining traditional classroom and computer enhanced instruction promise the best of both worlds.

Other learning theories

Other learning theories have also been developed for more specific purposes than general learning theories. For example, andragogy is the art and 7. .......................................... to help adults learn.

Connectivism is a recent theory of networked learning which 8. ................................................. on learning as making connections

Multimedia learning theory focuses on principles for the 9. ................................................ use of multimedia in learning.

The Sudbury Model learning theory adduces that learning is a process you do, not a process that is done to you. This theory states that there are many ways to learn without the 10. ............................................ of a teacher.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_theory_(education) 22.07.09)

Task 3. Read the text and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Philosophy of Education

Philosophy of education is a field of (0) ... applied ... (apply) philosophy, drawing from the traditional fields of philosophy and its approaches to address questions regarding education 1. .............................. (politics), human development, and curriculum theory, to name a few. Put another way, philosophy of education is the 2. ................................................ (philosophy) study of the purpose, process, nature and ideals of education. For example, it might study what constitutes upbringing and education, the values and norms revealed through upbringing and educational practices, the limits and 3. ................................................... (legitimize) of education as an academic discipline, and the relation between educational theory and practice.

Philosophy of education can be 4. ................................................. (consider) a branch of both philosophy and education. The multiple ways of conceiving education coupled with the multiple fields and approaches of philosophy make philosophy of education not only a very diverse field but also one that is not easily 5. ................................................ (define). Although there is overlap, philosophy of education should not be conflated with educational theory, which is not defined 6. ................................................ (specific) by the application of philosophy to questions in education.

Although 7. ................................................... (philosophy) around the world have asked questions regarding education for millennia, as an academic discipline with its own place in the university it is relatively new. Nonetheless, it is an internationally well-established field, with departments and programs around the world.

John Dewey (1859-1952) 

[image: image17.png]



In Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education, New York: Macmillan. (1916), Dewey stated that in its broadest sense education is the means of the "social 8. .............................................. (continue) of life" given the "primary ineluctable facts of the birth and death of each one of the constituent members in a social group". Education is therefore a 9. .................................................. (necessary), for "the life of the group goes on."
Dewey was a relentless 10. ................................................ (campaign) for reform of education, pointing out that the 11. ............................................... (authority), strict, pre-ordained knowledge approach of modern traditional education was too concerned with 12. .............................................. (deliver) knowledge, and not enough with understanding students' actual experiences.

Task 4. Read the following text and match the explanations to the words highlighted in the text. Note that there are 3 extra words. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925)
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Steiner, a philosopher and writer, created a holistic (1) educational impulse that has become known as Waldorf Education. He emphasizes a balance of developing the intellect (or head), feeling and artistic life (or heart), and practical skills (or hands). His theory of child development, which divides education into three discrete (2) developmental stages, predates but has close similarities to Piaget's description of stages of development. In the first stage (birth to 6 years), what Steiner considered the young child's natural impulse to imitate is met through an emphasis on practical activities and a healthy environment; the young child should meet only goodness. Steiner considered the foundation of elementary education to be a child's longing to experience the inner authority of a teacher; the elementary school-age child should meet beauty. From 12 years on, the young person's awakening forces of judgment (3) and intellect are met through a progressive emphasis on truth; secondary school-age students should meet opportunities to practically fulfil their natural idealism.

Steiner based Waldorf education on his spiritual philosophy (anthroposophy). Throughout the education, a great importance is placed upon giving freedom for teachers to be creative agents; schools should be empowered (4) to shape their own curriculum and teachers to form the daily life of the classroom. Steiner expected that schools' internal governance structures to provide necessary communication, training and development would be led by the teachers themselves.

Jerome Bruner (1915- )
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Another important contributor to the inquiry (5) method in education is Bruner. His books The Process of Education and Toward a Theory of Instruction are landmarks in conceptualizing (6) learning and curriculum development. He argued that any subject can be taught in some intellectually honest form to any child at any stage of development. This notion was an underpinning (7) for his concept of the spiral curriculum which posited (8) the idea that a curriculum should revisit basic ideas, building on them until the student had grasped the full formal concept. He emphasized intuition as a neglected but essential (9) feature of productive thinking. He felt that interest in the material being learned was the best stimulus (10) for learning rather than external motivation such as grades. Bruner developed the concept of discovery learning which promoted learning as a process of constructing new ideas based on current (11) or past knowledge. Students are encouraged to discover facts and relationships and continually build on what they already know.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy_of_education 22.07.09)

(0) completely necessary (adj)  






...  essential (9)  ...

1. an important basic part of something (n)




..............................
2. separate (adj)








..............................

3. say that something should be accepted as true (v)



..............................

4. give a person or organisation the legal authority to do something (v)
..............................

5. present (adj)








..............................

6. the process of asking about something in order to get information (n)
..............................

7. form an idea about what something is like or how it should work (v)
.............................

Task 5. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Paulo Freire (1921-97)
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A Brazilian committed to the cause of educating the impoverished peasants of (0) ... his ... nation and collaborating with them in the pursuit of their liberation from oppression, Freire is best-known 1. ............................................ his attack on what he called the "banking concept of education," in which the student was viewed as an empty account to be 2. ............................................... by the teacher. Freire also suggests that a deep reciprocity be inserted into our notions of teacher and student; close to suggesting 3. ................................................... the teacher-student dichotomy should be completely abolished, he describes the roles of the participants in the classroom 4. ...................................................... the teacher-student (a teacher who learns) and the student-teacher (a learner who teaches). In its early, strong form this kind of classroom 5. ................................................. sometimes been criticized on the grounds that it can mask rather than overcome the teacher's authority.

Aspects of the Freirian philosophy have been highly influential in academic debates over 'participatory development' and development 6. ................................................... generally. Freire's emphasis on emancipation through interactive participation has been used as a rationale for the participatory focus of development, as it is held that 'participation' in any form can 7. .......................................................... to empowerment of poor or marginalised groups.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy_of_education 22.07.09)

Nel Noddings (1929– )
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Nel Noddings has 8. ................................................. a significant contribution to our appreciation of education. In particular her explorations of the ethics of care - and their relationship to schooling, welfare, and to learning and teaching within families and local communities came at an especially apposite moment. She has been able to demonstrate the significance of caring and relationship 9. ............................................. as an educational goal, and as a fundamental aspect of education. As a 10. ............................................  Nel Noddings' work has become a key reference point for those wanting to reaffirm the ethical and moral foundations of teaching, schooling and education more broadly. Her work has included analysis of caring and 11. ........................................... place in ethics (Caring: A Feminine Approach to Ethics and Moral Education - 1984); an attempt to rethink evil 12. ............................................ the perspective of women (Women and Evil - 1989) and a series of books that have explored the implications of a concern for caring with education (The Challenge to Care in Schools - 1992; Educating Moral People - 2002; Happiness and Education - 2003). Nel Noddings has also sought to encourage people to engage philosophically with education (Philosophy of Education, Educating for Intelligent Belief or Unbelief - 1995), and explored welfare policy if caring - a way of life learned in homes - is placed at its centre (Starting at Home: Caring and Social Policy – 2002).

(http://www.infed.org/thinkers/noddings.htm 22.07.09) 

KEY:

I Education in General

Educational Systems
Task 1.

1. T; 2. F; 3. F; 4. NI; 5. T; 6. T; 7. NI; 8. F

Task 2.

1. Consists; 2. Completion; 3. Seven; 4. Awarded; 5. Diploma; 6. Equivalent; 7. College; 8. Major; 9. Required; 10. Eventually; 11. Education; 12. Specialized; 13. Closely; 14. Advance; 15. Thesis (singular); 16. Prior; 17. Dentistry 

Task 3.
1. Pre-primary education (age: 3-6); 2. Basic education (age: 7-15); 3. General secondary education (age: 16-18)/Vocational secondary education (age: 16-18); 4. Higher education (19+)/Applied higher education (19+) (http://www.hanse-parlament.eu/mediabig/372A.pdf )
Task 4.
1. Teaching; 2. Undergraduate; 3. Vocational; 4. Professional; 5. Qualifications; 6. Currently; 7. Doctorate; 8. Occasionally; 9. Sponsorship; 10. Related; 11. Scholarships; 12. Dependent 

Task 5.

1. Called; 2. (In)to; 3. Most; 4. Scores/results; 5. As; 6. Which; 7. In; 8. Of; 9. Study / studies; 10. Such; 11. Other; 12. With; 13. Like; 14. Is; 15. Order; 16. Their / The 

Task 6.

1. caretaker/porter; 2. Grade; 3. Full stop; 4. Principal; 5. Holiday; 6. Grading scheme; 7. Postgraduate student / postgrad; 8. Public school; 9. Faculty; 10. Staff room; 11. Semester; 12. Time table; 13. Sophomore; 14. Senior 

Task 7.

1. Here you learn about how trade, industry and money are organized in the world.
2. The study of the world's land, rivers, mountains, weather and how it all works.
3. The study of numbers, shapes and spaces.
4. The study of belief systems and God.
5. The study of different substances and how they interact.
6. A type of school where students live as well as study.
7. To act in a dishonest way to get what you want.
8. A school that has both male and female students. A school for just boys (or girls) is called a single-sex school.
9. To join a course. In American English it is spelt enroll. The noun form is enrolment (enrollment US).
10. Not to pass your test. You did not get the necessary grade / score. Failure is the noun form.
11. As a verb retake means to take an exam you failed in the past for a second time. As a noun retakes mean the exams which are held again for students who did not pass them the first time around.
12. To study before a test. This word is used in British English. In American English study or review is used. Revision is the noun form.
Teaching and Teachers
Task 1.

1. A; 2. C; 3. B; 4. C; 5. C; 6. A

Task 2.

1. Vacancies; 2. Recession; 3. Skilled; 4. Economic; 5. Increasingly; 6. Attractive; 7. Personal; 8. Fewer; 9. Financial; 10. Missing 

Task 3.

1. Pay; 2. System; 3. Graduating; 4. Former; 5. Expected; 6. Academic; 7. Abilities; 8. Behaviourally; 9. Standards; 10. Courses; 11. Demanded; 12. Trainees; 13. Controlled; 14. Primary; 15. Volume 
Task 4.

1. Been; 2. Teachers; 3. Up; 4. From; 5. View; 6. Classroom / Subject; 7. If; 8. Instead; 9. To; 10. Sorts/kinds; 11. Have; 12. For; 13. Were / Are; 14. Under 
Task 5.

1. Vet (3); 2. State-of-the-art (6); 3.Footage  (9); 4. Bullying (5); 5. Malicious (2); 6. Reprimand (4); 7. Crack down on (1)
Task 6.
http://www.hostedonharper.co.uk/cheshire/alderleyedge/home/homeschool.htm 

Task 7.
1. D; 2. A; 3. E; 4. C; 5. B. F – not used.
Task 8.

Various answers possible.

II Primary Education
Task 1.

1. T; 2. NI; 3. T; 4. F; 5. F; 6. F; 7. T; 8. NI; 9. T; 10. NI 

Task 2.

1. Absence; 2. Particularly; 3. Harming; 4. Choose; 5. Reception; 6. Childcare; 7. Proportion; 8. Assistants; 9. Gender; 10. Entrants; 11. Applying; 12. Predominance 
Task 3.

1. Youngsters; 2. Immigration; 3. Government’s; 4. Parliamentary; 5. Educating; 6. Predominantly; 7. Increased; 8. Instruction; 9. (Head)teachers; 10. Minority 
Task 4.

1. Already / Now; 2. At; 3. Were; 4. Knowledge; 5. Doesn’t; 6. Wrong; 7. For; 8. How; 9. Right; 10. Teach / Talk; 11. If / When; 12. Also 
Task 5.

Various answers possible
Task 6.

1. Launch (3); 2. Gimmick (10); 3. Pioneering (2); 4. Non-judgmental (5); 5. Reward (7); 6. Impact (4); 7. Enable (9)
Task 7.

1. D; 2. E; 3. A; 4. F; 5. C; 6. G. B – not used
Task 8.

Various answers possible.

III Secondary Education
Task 1.

1. B; 2. A; 3. C; 4. C; 5. D; 6. C; 7. D; 8. A

Task 2.

1. Widespread; 2. Spokesman/person; 3. Allegations; 4. Significant; 5. Membership; 6. Accuracy; 7. Generally; 8. Executive; 9. Suggestion; 10. Innovators 
Task 3. 

1. Qualifications; 2. Accessible; 3. Revision; 4. Students; 5. High; 6. Achievements; 7. Adept; 8. Privacy; 9. Module-based; 10. Syllabus; 11. Belittle; 12. Adult; 13. Maintained; 14. Vocational; 15. Official; 16. Examiners.
Task 4. 

1. Boost (v; make someone feel more positive or more confident); 2. Overall (adj; including everything); 3. Hot house (v; put people, especially young children, under pressure to learn as much as they can); 4. be subjected to (v; be likely to experience something or be affected by something); 5. Focus on ( v; concentrate on something and pay attention to it); 6. Underpin (v; be an important basic part of something, allowing it to succeed); 7. Exam entry (n; somebody who has taken an exam); 8. Gain (v; get or achieve something as a result of a lot of effort); 9.  Be driven by (v; be caused by); 10. Impact on (n; an effect or influence on something)
Task 5. 

1. Of; 2. By; 3. At; 4. Who; 5. Do; 6. In; 7. Need / Want; 8. Those; 9. Valued; 10. In; 11. Were; 12. Noticeboards; 13. Time; 14. Visits / Going
Task 6.

Various answers possible.
Task 7.

1. Hail (9); 2. Initial (5); 3. Diminished (8); 4. Conduct (10); 5. Tailored (6); 6. Concern (3); 7. Resentment (1)
Task 8. 
1. E; 2. D; 3. F; 4. C; 5. A. B – not used.
IV Higher Education

Admission to University

Task 1.

1. T; 2. F; 3. NI; 4. T; 5. NI; 6. T; 7. F; 8. T; 9. T; 10. F
Task 2.

1. Shortages; 2. Compared; 3. Practical; 4. Full-time; 5. Dropping; 6. Victims; 7. Predicted; 8. Mature; 9. Subsidised; 10. Applicants; 11. Originally; 12. Funding; 13. Merely; 14. Secure 
Task 3.

1. Unable; 2. Allowances; 3. Performance; 4. Employers; 5. Faster; 6. Publication; 7. Regardless; 8. Earlier; 9. Backgrounds; 10. Working; 11. Accusations; 12. Favoured; 13. Nationally; 14. Inflation 
Task 4.

1. Disclose (v; release; give information); 2. Amid (prep; while; during); 3. Tutor (n; a teacher in college or university); 4. Present (v; cause); 5. Back (v; support somebody/something); 6. Tighten one’s grip on something (v; take a firm strong hold on something); 7. Bill (v; describe or advertise something); 8. Impoverish (v; reduce the quality of something); 9. Ill-equipped (adj; without the necessary equipment, skills or abilities to do something); 10. Investigative (adj; intended to discover new details and facts about something) 
Task 5. 

1. Quality; 2. Said; 3. By; 4. Would; 5. Be; 6. To; 7. Depending; 8. By; 9. In; 10. Being; 11. That; 12. Only; 13. Take; 14. For 
Task 6. 

1. tuition fee (4); 2. Deny (7); 3. Call for (11); 4. Dash (10); 5. Mounting (3); 6. Put a squeeze on (8); 7. Exempt from (2)
Task 7. 

1. B; 2. E; 3. D; 4.C; 5. F. A – not used.
Task 8.

Various answers possible.
At the University

Task 1.
1. D; 2. C; 3. C; 4. B; 5. D; 6. A; 7. A; 8. C 

Task 2.
1. Including; 2. Influential; 3. Ability / Abilities; 4. Importance; 5. Undermined; 6. Unreliable; 7. Explanation; 8. Crucially; 9. Performance; 10. Accurately; 11. Initially; 12. Successful; 13. Classification; 14. Acknowledgement; 15. Internationally  
Task 3.

1. Come; 2. Included; 3. On; 4. Ups; 5. Until; 6. Her; 7. Although; 8. For; 9. Went; 10. Second; 11. Who; 12. Forward; 13. Did; 14. Too; 15. Going 
Task 4.

1. Gained; 2. Undergraduate; 3. Settled; 4. Interaction; 5. Read; 6. Together; 7. Doing; 8. Enrolled; 9. Translate; 10. Planning; 11. Conventional; 12. Masters 
Task 5.

1. Offender (n; someone who is causing a problem); 2. Deteriorate (v; become worse); 3. Rife (adj; a lot of something); 4. Extend (verb; continue for longer than usual); 5. Grasp (n; ability to understand something); 6. Atrocious (adj; horrible); 7. Commonly (adv; usually or frequently); 8. Not be up to scratch (v; not be good enough to meet a particular standard) 
Task 6.
1. C; 2. D; 3. G; 4. E; 5. A; 6. B. F – not used.
Task 7.
V Learning Theories and Philosophy of Education
Task 1.
1. F; 2. T; 3. NI; 4. T; 5. NI; 6. T; 7. NI; 8. T
Task 2.

1. Concepts; 2. Detail; 3. Drive; 4. Dissimilar; 5. Application; 6. Emerging; 7. Science; 8. Focuses; 9. Effective; 10. Intervention 
Task 3.

1. Policy / Policies; 2. Philosophical; 3. Legitimization; 4. Considered; 5. Defined / Definable; 6. Specifically; 7. Philosophers; 8. Continuity; 9. Necessity; 10. Campaigner; 11. Authoritarian; 12. Delivering 

Task 4.

1. Underpinning (7); 2. Discrete (2); 3. Posit (8); 4. Empower (4); 5. Current (11); 6. Inquiry (5); 7. Conceptualize (6)
Task 5.

1. For; 2. Filled; 3. That; 4. As; 5. Has; 6. More; 7. Lead; 8. Made; 9. Both; 10. Result; 11. Its; 12. From
VOCABULARY:

UK Education Systems

adhere (stick to something); core (most important); Foundation (basic); ethos (a set of attitudes or beliefs); transcript (an official record of the classes that a student has taken and the marks he or she has received); provisional (temporary and likely to be changed); enrolled (to be in an official list of students).

US Education System

Associate degree (the qualification you get when you have completed a two-year course of study at a community college in the US); pursue (try to achieve something)

Higher Education (UK)

Th.D. (Doctor of Theology); D.M.A. (Doctor of Musical Arts); D.A. (Doctor of Arts)
Higher Education (USA)

GPA (Grade Point Average); bar exam (an examination to determine whether a candidate is qualified to practice law in a given jurisdiction); rigor (quality of being thorough and careful); jurisprudence (the study of law); conjunction with (combined with) 

Education Spending to Be Cut...

Pledge (a serious and public promise to do something); the Treasury (the government department responsible for a country’s financial matters); safeguard (protect somebody or something); disclosure (giving secret information to people); fanfare (information in media intended to make people interested in something); the Home Office (the UK government department responsible for the police and for protecting the country); adjust (change something to show the effect on something else);  impose (introduce a new law or system); front-line (with a leading or important position in an activity); offset (balance the effect of something); slash (reduce something by a large amount); jeopardy (danger); allocate (decide that something can be used for specific purposes)

Teachers in England “Poorly Trained”

Think-tank (a group of people working together to produce new ideas); lobotomise (MEDICAL – remove part of somebody’s brain); circumscribe (limit power, rights or opportunities)

Edd Balls: Teachers to Be “Licensed” to Work in Schools
The White Paper (an official report by a government that gives details of its policy on a particular issue); accountability (right to criticise somebody or ask why something has happened); Ofsted (the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills

All parents to sign 'behaviour contracts' 

Disrupt (interrupt something and prevent it from continuing by creating a problem); enforce (make sure that a law is obeyed by people); unruly (very difficult to control); haul (make somebody appear before a court); recalcitrant (refusing to obey orders)

In Purchase of School, Hopes of Saving a Neglected Monument 

Ignoble (not good and making you feel ashamed); auspicious (showing signs that something is likely to be successful); catalyst (someone or something that causes something to happen or change); nondenominational (not relating to any particular religious group); dwindle (to become less or smaller over time until almost nothing remains); languish (fail to be successful or improve)

Just 2pc of early years primary school teachers male

Deter (make somebody decide not to do something); brand (label or stigmatise); disclose (reveal a secret); account for (make up)

Compulsory 'lifestyle' classes in primary schools to be announced 

Administer (give); patchy (existing in some places but not in other places)

English should be taught in single-sex classes because girls hold boys back
Imply (suggest); whilst (while)
Primary schools ‘failing the brightest pupils’ 
Spark (to cause the start of something, especially an argument or fighting); shun (ignore someone); invigilate (watch people taking an exam in order to check that they do not cheat)
Dimming down

dim down (become less intelligent); on a par with (equal to); edge down (descend in very small steps); beam (a long, thick piece of woodwork);  slump (sink heavily and suddenly); hasten (make something happen sooner or more quickly); advent (introduction of something); supplant (take the place of something else); higher-order (having more value or difficulty); supply (an amount or quantity of something); compromise (risk harming or losing something); in the wake of something (happening after an event or as a result of something); bow to something/somebody (agree to do what someone wants you to do, although you do not want to); scrap (discard something because it is useless); watchdog (a person who acts a sa protector against inefficiency or illegal practices)
GCSE science exams are often 'woefully inadequate'

woefully (totally); rigour (strictness and severity); dumb down (make something simpler and easier to understand); quantitative (involving measuring things as amounts) 
Art lessons 'fail to stimulate children's creativity' warns Ofsted

Breadth (range; variety); hamper (prevent something from happening or progressing normally); pace (establish a speed for something or somebody); disparity (difference between things); shun (deliberately avoid somebody or something)

Pupils need lessons in how to speak properly

Lapse into (change to a different way of speaking); vernacular (language spoken  by a particular group of people which differs from the formal written language); reminiscent (similar to something else); spout off (talk especially for a long time or in a boring way); fume (feel or show a lot of anger); laid back (calm and relaxed)

Record numbers of A-level students 'to be rejected from university' 

Soar (quickly increase to a high level); surge (increase a lot very quickly); loom (is likely to happen soon); dire (desperate); slump (decline in economy resulting in job losses); conditional offer (offer that will happen only if certain conditions are fulfilled)

Record numbers of students applying to university, says Ucas

Cap (set limit on money); eligible (considered to be suitable for something)

Poor performance at school 'biggest barrier to university' 

Damn (criticise something/somebody severely); sweeping (with a major effect); brand (label)

10,000 more student places 'at a cost' 

Plug (try to make people interested in something by talking about it); cram (squeeze); on the cheap (cheaply); string in the tail (something unpleasant that comes with something that seems to be pleasant)

Foreign students 'admitted to British universities with forged qualifications' 

Bogus (not real); peddle (sell something illegally); vet (check or screen something); dispensation (official permission to do something that people are not normally allowed to do); erode (gradually damage something)

What would you do to get a better grade?

Pull an all-nighter (study all night); cram (study hard in order to learn a lot in a short time); lead-up (period that comes before an important event); alert (able to think in a clear and intelligent way); psychoactive (affecting the activity of the mind); down (drink or eat all of something quickly); kick-off (start); pop (take pills too often) 

Students being awarded degrees after studying 20 hours a week

Inconsistency (something that does not match something else); discrepancy (difference between things that should be the same); diluted (less strong or effective); dubious (not completely good, safe or honest); stakes (things that you can gain or lose by taking a risk); imposition (introduction of something); stretch (have enough money); fork out (spend money on something that you do not want); merit (good quality of somebody/something); dip (slight reduction); quasi- (partly)

Universities to offer degree 'report cards'

Blunt (not sharp); axing (getting rid of something); arbitrary (not based on any particular plan)

Mother at 15, Cambridge University student at 22 

Bubbly (lively, happy and friendly)

Family of four celebrate after graduating from the same university at the same time 

Home-from-home (a place where you feel as relaxed as you do in your own home)

Learning Theory (education)

Enhance (improve something); constitute (make up; form); inherent (basic or essential feature that gives something its character); variable (something that can change and affect the result of a situation); loosely (not in an exact or detailed way); contiguity (state of joining two things); reinforcement (making something, e.g. behaviour, stronger and more likely to continue); conditioning (the influence of things, e.g. culture and education, that make people behave or react in a particular way); drool (let saliva come out of the mouth); dribble (let saliva come out of the chin); recur (happen again); overt (not hidden or secret); underlie (be the real or basic cause of or reason for something); assumption (something you consider likely to happen); locus (the particular place or situation in which something exists or takes place); endeavour (effort); posit (say that something is true or that something should be accepted as true); facilitator (somebody who helps a person to find a solution to a problem)

Philosophy of Education
Conflate (combine two or more things); ineluctable (impossible to avoid); relentless (determined); pre-ordained (certain to happen and cannot be changed)

Paulo Freire
Impoverished (very poor); reciprocity (a situation in which people have the same feelings towards each other); dichotomy (difference between two opposite things or ideas); overcome (succeed in dealing with something or defeating something)

Nel Noddings
Apposite (relevant and appropriate to what is happening or being discussed); reaffirm (formally and officially state something again; confirm)
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