Sirle Kivihall, Tallinn University


English is Fun   

Task 1. A  Read the joke about different nationalities and put the verbs in the correct tense (active or passive). There is an example at the beginning (0).

An Irishman, an Englishman and Claudia Schiffer

[image: image1.jpg]



An Irishman, an Englishman and Claudia Schiffer 0. ....... were sitting...... (sit) together in a carriage in a train. Suddenly the train (1) ............................................... (go) through a tunnel and as it (2) ............................................. (be) an old style train, there (3) ...................................... (be) no lights in the carriages and it went completely dark. 

Then there was a kissing noise and the sound of a really loud slap. When the train (4) ............................................. (come) out of the tunnel, Claudia Schiffer and the Irishman (5) ............................................. (sit) as if nothing (6) ........................................... (happen) and the Englishman (7) ............................................. (have) his hand against his face as he (8) ...................................................... (slap) there. 

The Englishman was thinking, "The Irish fella must have kissed Claudia Schiffer and she (9) ............................................. (miss) him and (10) ............................................ (slap) me instead." 

Claudia Schiffer (11) .......................................... (think), "The English fella must have tried to kiss me and actually (12) .................................................. (kiss) the Irishman and got slapped for it." 

And the Irishman was thinking, "This is great. The next time the train (13) .......................................... (go) through a tunnel I (14) ................................................ (make)  another kissing noise and (15)  ............................................ (slap) that English bastard again." 

http://www.jokefile.co.uk/odds/nationality.htm
B  Search the Internet and compile a short biography of Claudia Schiffer.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Task 2. A  Read the following advice about the eating and drinking habits of different nationalities and eliminate the unnecessary words from the lines. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Good advice:
The Japanese eat a very little fat and suffer fewer heart 


(0) ... a ...
attacks than are the British or Americans.




(1) ..........
On the other hand, the French eat a lot of fat and to also suffer 

(2) ..........
fewer heart attacks than of the British or Americans.


(3) ..........
The Japanese drink very little red wine and suffer the fewer heart 

(4) ..........
attacks than both the British or Americans.




(5) ..........
The Italians drink too excessive amounts of red wine and also

(6) ..........
suffer under fewer heart attacks than the British or Americans.

(7) ..........
Conclusion: 

Eat & drink what you do like. It's speaking English that kills 

(8) ..........
you.

http://www.jokefile.co.uk/odds/nationality.html
B  Now look at the pictures and match a nationality (British, American, French, Japanese) to a meal.
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Task 3. A  Use an appropriate preposition from the list given in the box to complete the joke about different nationalities. There is an example at the beginning (0).

along

into

up

for

about

out



across

out

in

about

around

An Englishman, a Frenchman and a Welshman
Three guys, an Englishman, a Frenchman and a Welshman are out walking (0) ... along ... the beach together one day. They come (1) ....................... a lantern and a Genie pops (2) .......................... of it. "I will give you each one wish" says the genie.

The Welshman says, "I am a farmer, my dad was a farmer, and my son will also farm. I want the land to be forever fertile (3) ...................... Wales."

With a blink of the Genie's eye, 'FOOM' - the land in Wales was forever made fertile (4) ....................  farming.

The Frenchman was amazed, so he said, "I want a wall (5) .................... France, so that no one can come (6) ....................... our precious country. Again, with a blink of the Genie's eye, 'POOF' - there was a huge wall surrounding France.

The Englishman asks, "I'm very curious. Please tell me more (7) ....................... this wall.

The Genie explains, "Well, it's (8) .......................... 150 feet high, 50 feet thick and nothing can get in or (9) ........................... ."

The Englishman says, "Fill it (10) ...................... with water."

http://www.jokefile.co.uk/odds/french.html
B  Now look at the pictures and match a nationality (English, French, Welsh) to a picture. Name at least 5 famous Frenchmen/women, Englishmen/women and Welshmen/women.
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Task 4. A  Read the following joke and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Chinese versus Spielberg

A Chinese man walks (0) ... into ... a bar in America late one night and he sees Steven Spielberg.
As he is a great fan of (1) ................ movies, he rushes over to him, and asks (2) ...................... his autograph.
Instead, Spielberg (3) ...................... him a slap and says, "You Chinese people bombed our Pearl Harbour, get out of (4) ........................ ."
The astonished Chinese man replied, "It was not the Chinese (5) ................. bombed your Pearl Harbour, it was (6) ...................... Japanese".
"Chinese, Japanese, Taiwanese, you’re all the same," (7) ....................... Spielberg.
In (8) ...................... , the Chinese man slaps Spielberg and says, "You sank the Titanic, my forefathers were (9) ................. that ship."
Shocked, Spielberg replies, "It was the iceberg that sank the ship, not (10) .................. ."
The Chinese man replies, "Iceberg, Spielberg, Carlsberg, you're all the same."
http://www.funny-jokes.net/joke_category/Nationality-Jokes/


B  List 10 well-known films that Steven Spielberg has directed.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Task 5. A  Read the following definition of Hell and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0). 


Hell

There have been many (0) ... definitions ... (define) of hell, but for the English the best definition is that it is the place where the (1) .................................... (Germany) are the police, the Swedish are the (2) ................................... (comedy), the Italians are the (3) ...................... (defend) force, (4) .......................... (French) dig the roads, the Belgians are the pop (5) ........................ (sing), the Spanish run the (6) .................................. (rail), the Turks cook the food, the (7) ................................... (Ireland) are the waiters, the Greeks run the (8) ............................... (govern), and the common language is Dutch.
http://homepage.eircom.net/%257Eodyssey/Quotes/Modern_World/Racist_Humour.html
B  In groups provide your definition of Heaven where certain nationalities have the jobs they are good at. Include 8-10 nationalities.



.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Task 6. A  Read the following joke about the smart Swede and eliminate the unnecessary words from the lines. Some of the lines are correct. There is an example at the beginning (0).

The smart Swede

A Finn, a Swede and a Norwegian found themselves deserted on to a 

(0) ... to ...

small island. A Cannibal tribe had lived on the island, and they imprisoned 
(1) ...........

the three men. The cannibals gave each of them a final wish. First they

(2) ........... 
asked the Norwegian. The Norwegian wanted to see his wife once more time. 
(3) ...........

The cannibals went on to find the wife. After he saw his wife, the Norwegian 
(4) ...........

was having eaten, and the cannibals made a canoe out of his skin. The Finn 
(5) ...........

wanted to smoke one more cigarette. He had got his cigarette. After he was 
(6) ...........

finished, he was eaten and his skin was used to make a canoe. After then came
(7) ........... 
the Swede’s turn – he wanted a fork. He started to punch holes into

(8) ............ 
himself, and was yelled: “YOU WON’T MAKE A CANOE OUT OF ME!”
(9) ............
http://www.smilespedia.com/glossary/countries_jokes/sweden_jokes/
B  Watch the video in which Bruce Parry is eager to get a closer look at the eating habits in this Tribe - a tribe that is known for cannibalism.  Express your opinion about the topic in 100 words.
http://video.google.co.uk/videosearch?hl=en&um=1&q=a%20cannibal%20tribe&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=iv&start=0#hl=en&um=1&q=a+cannibal+tribe&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=iv&start=0&qvid=a+cannibal+tribe&vid=-2578427734569986794
Task 7. A  Read the following joke about Sweden and use the word given in the brackets to form a word that fits in the space. There is an example at the beginning (0). 
You know you’ve been in Sweden too long, when…

1. It’s (0) ... acceptable ... (accept) to eat lunch at 11.00.
2. You rummage through your plastic bag (1) ................................. (collect) to see which ones you should keep to take to the store and which can be sacrificed to garbage.
3. The first thing you do on (2) ................................... (enter) a bank/post office/pharmacy etc. is look for the queue number machine.
4. When a stranger on the street smiles at you, you assume that he is (3) ....................... (sane);
5. The fact that all of the “v’s” and the “w’s” are together in the phone (4) .............................. (direct) seems right.
6. Your old habit of being “(5) .................................. (fashion) late” is no longer acceptable. You are always on time.
7. You eat jam with (6) ............................. (savour) dishes.
8. You have only two (7) .................................. (face) expressions, smiling or blank.
9. You think riding a racing bike in the snow is a perfectly (8) .............................. (sense) thing to do.
10. You get (9) ................................ (extreme) annoyed when the bus is two minutes late.
11. You become a (10) ................................... (punctual) freak and dump your friends for being late more than once.
12. You spend the week’s (11) ..................................... (entertain) budget on a pack of cigarettes and a drink in Gamla Stan.
13. You wear a dress or skirt over your trousers and combine them with training shoes. [this is especially (12) ........................................ (problem) if you're male].
14. You eat (13) ........................... (limit) amounts of sausage products without worrying about your nitrate intake.
15. It seems (14) ................................ (reason) that no business can be conducted on Friday afternoons. [or the entire month of July]
16. You believe that when you (15) ................................ (final) win your Nobel Prize, it is best to be modest and say “Oh really, it was nothing!”
17. (16) ................................. (see) a young woman with lit candles stuck to her head no longer disturbs you.
18. “Candles” are a permanent fixture on your (17) ............................... (week) shopping list.
http://www.smilespedia.com/you-know-youve-been-in-sweden-too-long-when/#more-1374
B  Watch a slide show about Sweden, its culture and history. What originally Estonian company can you spot in this slide show?

http://video.google.co.uk/videosearch?q=iceland+eurovision+2009&www_google_domain=www.google.co.uk&hl=en&emb=0&aq=0&oq=iceland#q=sweden&hl=en&emb=0&qvid=sweden&vid=-4379299718723478746&view=2
Task 8. A  Read some facts about Iceland and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Interesting facts about Iceland

· Most Icelanders do not have a (0) .... family .... name (such as Johnson, Smith, etc).  So children have a given name and then father’s-name-son or father’s-name-daughter. Thus: Jon has a son named Thor Jonsson and a daughter named Hafdis Jonsdottir.  

· Icelandic women don’t take the husband’s name when they (1) ................................., chiefly because the husband doesn’t have a family name to take. 

· Because they don’t have surnames, Icelanders are listed in the telephone directory alphabetically (2) .................................. first name. 

· Because they don’t have surnames, it is not appropriate to (3) ............................. an Icelander by Mr. or Ms.  Almost all Icelanders use the first name with everyone, including the president of Iceland. 

· The English word geyser comes from Icelandic (perhaps the only Icelandic word imported into English). Geysir is the name of a famous geyser in Iceland (which, sadly, no (4) .............................. erupts). 

· The Icelanders speak the Icelandic language, which is used only in Iceland and among Icelandic expatriates chiefly in Scandinavia and North America. Icelandic is very (5) .............................. to Old Norwegian of about 1,000 years ago. 

· There are only about 320,000 Icelanders in the country. About half of them live in the capital Reykjavik and (6) ............................... suburbs. 

· Iceland is the world’s oldest democracy. Its parliament (Althingi) was founded about 1,000 years ago. 

· Iceland has vast amounts of water because it rains so (7) ............................... . Icelandic water is so clean and pure that it is piped into the city and to the kitchen taps in the home (8) ...................................... any treatment (no chlorination needed). 

· Urban Icelandic homes do not need a water heater or a furnace for heating. Steam and hot water are piped into the city (9) ................................. natural geysers and hot springs for use in homes and buildings. 

· Because of its bountiful water supply and many rivers, Iceland (10) .............................. vast reserves of hydroelectric power. 

· The weather in Iceland is not as cold as you might think. (Winter is a heck of a (11) ................................ colder in Minnesota than it is in Iceland!) The climate is relatively mild (12) .................................. of the influence of the Atlantic Ocean’s Gulf Stream. Average winter daytime temperature in Reykjavik is 31 degrees F. (1 degrees C.) 

· Iceland is very green, because there is so much water and the climate is mild. (There (13) ................................... not many trees however.) People like to say that Iceland should be named Greenland and Greenland should be named Iceland. 

http://www.smilespedia.com/interesting-facts-about-iceland/
B  Watch an interview with Yohanna about the 2009 Eurovision Song Contest. What are her opinions of the song contest?
http://video.google.co.uk/videosearch?q=iceland+eurovision+2009&www_google_domain=www.google.co.uk&hl=en&emb=0&aq=0&oq=iceland#q=iceland+eurovision+2009&www_google_domain=www.google.co.uk&hl=en&emb=0&aq=0&oq=iceland&qvid=iceland+eurovision+2009&vid=-7907989914133947817
Task 9. A  Read the joke and put the verbs in the correct tense (active or passive). There is an example at the beginning (0).
At the airport...

A guy sitting at an airport bar in Atlanta (0) .... noticed .... (notice) a beautiful woman sitting next to him. 

He thought to himself, "Wow, she (1) ................................... (be) gorgeous! And I think she's a flight attendant...but which airline (2) .................................. (she/work) for?"

Hoping to pick her up, he (3) ............................... (lean) towards her and (4) ............................. (utter) the Delta slogan, "Love to fly and it (5) .................................. (show)?"

She (6) ............................ (give) him a blank, confused stare and he immediately (7) .............................. (think) to himself, "Hmm, no, she (8) ................................... (not/work) for Delta."

A moment later, another slogan (9) .................................... (pop) into his head. He (10) ................................ (lean) towards her again; "Something special in the air?"

She (11) ..................................... (give) him the same confused look. He mentally (12) .............................. (kick) himself, and (13) .............................. (scratch) American Airlines off the list. Next he (14) .............................. (try) the United slogan, "I would really love to fly your friendly skies!"

This time the woman (15) .............................. (look) at him, irritated, and (16) ............................. (scream) "What the $%#! (17) ................................. (you/want)?!"

The man (18) ............................. (slump) back in his chair, and said: "Ahh, Finnair..."

http://www.expat-finland.com/living_in_finland/finnish_jokes.html
B  Look at the logos of the four airlines mentioned in the joke and identify them.








Task 10. Watch the video about a man dancing in different countries with locals. 
· Put down at least 15 countries where he dances.
· Choose one nationality depicted in the video and make a PowerPoint presentation about its culture.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWUrj22pRD0&feature=fvst
Task 11. A Watch the slide show about Vincent van Gogh’s famous works and listen to the song sung by Don McLean dedicated to the artist. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dipFMJckZOM
B Listen to the song and fill in the lyrics with the exact words you hear (1-5 words).

Starry, starry night.

Starry, starry night.
Paint your palette blue and ..........................................,
Look out on a summer's day,
With eyes that know the ..................................................................
Shadows on the hills,
Sketch the trees and the ........................................,
Catch the breeze and the winter chills,
In colors on the snowy linen land. 

CHORUS: 


Now I understand what you ..................................................................,
How you suffered for your sanity,
.................................................. tried to set them free.
They would not listen, they did not know how.
Perhaps they'll ............................................................. 

Starry, starry night.
Flaming flowers that ........................................ blaze,
Swirling clouds in violet haze,
Reflect in ...................................................... of china blue.
Colors changing hue, morning field of amber grain,
Weathered faces lined in pain,
Are soothed beneath the artist's .............................................. 

CHORUS

For they could ...............................................,
But still your love was true.
And when ............................................. was left in sight
On that starry, starry night,
You took your life, as lovers ............................................
But I could have told you, Vincent,
This world was never meant for one
As ................................................... 

Starry, starry night.
Portraits hung in........................ halls,
Frameless head on nameless walls,
With eyes that .................................................... and can't forget.
Like the strangers that you've met,
The ragged men in the ragged clothes,
The silver thorn of ................................................,
Lie crushed and broken on the virgin snow. 

............................................. I know what you tried to say to me,
How you suffered for your sanity,
How you tried to set them free.
They would not listen, they're not ......................................................
Perhaps they never will
KEY 

Task 1.
1. went

2. was

3. were 

4. came

5. were sitting

6. had happened

7. had

8. had been slapped

9. missed

10. slapped

11. was thinking

12. kissed

13. goes

14. will make

15. (will) slap

Task 2.
1. are

2. to

3. of

4. the

5. both

6. too

7. under

8. do

B Japanese

   British

   French

   American

Task 3.
1. across

2. out

3. in

4. for

5. around

6. into

7. about

8. about

9. out

10. up

B Welsh

   French

   English

Task 4.
1. his

2. for

3. gives

4. here

5. who

6. the

7. replied / answered / responded

8. return

9. on

10. me/us 

Task 5.
1. Germans

2. comedians

3. defence

4. Frenchmen

5. singers

6. railways

7. Irish

8. government

Task 6.
1. had

2. +

3. time

4. on

5. having

6. had

7. After

8. +

9.  was
Task 7.
1. collection

2. entering

3. insane

4. directory

5. fashionably

6. savoury

7. facial

8. sensible

9. extremely

10. punctuality

11. entertainment

12. problematic

13. unlimited

14. reasonable

15. finally

16. seeing

17. weekly

Task 8.
1. marry

2. by

3. call

4. longer

5. similar

6. its

7. much

8. without

9. from

10. has

11. lot

12. because

13. are

Task 9.
1. is

2. does she work / is she working

3. leaned

4. uttered

5. shows

6. gave

7. thought

8. doesn’t work / isn’t working

9. popped

10. leaned

11. gave

12. kicked

13. scratched

14. tried

15. looked

16. screamed

17. do you want

18. slumped

B Delta

   Finnair

   The United Airlines

   American Airlines
Task 11
1. grey

2. darkness in my soul

3. daffodils

4. tried to say to me

5. how you

6. listen now

7. brightly

8. Vincent’s eyes

9. loving hand

10. not love you

11. No hope

12. often do

13. beautiful as you

14. empty

15. watch the world

16. bloody rose

17. now I think

18. listening still
