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FOREWORD

The spread of Orthodoxy, the construction of churches, monasteries
and other church buildings in the Baltics from the 1840° until 1917,
before the formation of the independent Baltic states (history, archi-
tecture, artistic, stylistic and construction features of churches) are
the subject of this monograph. The missionary activity of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church included construction of churches, which gave
believers the opportunity for church life and transformed the land-
scape, introducing a sacral element. Particular attention is paid in the
monograph to stone construction, wooden church architecture of the
19 century, in particular, in this region, being secondary: the evolu-
tion of forms and technological innovations touched it to a much lesser
extent.

Church construction of this period was of a large scale: most of
the churches in the Baltics that have come down to us were built in the
years under consideration, when the Orthodox Church, along with the
Lutheran and in some regions Catholic Church, played an important
historical and cultural role in the territory of modern Latvia, Estonia
and Lithuania, where a phenomenon of mass conversion of Estonians
and Latvians to Orthodoxy occurred from the 1840¢. This book answers
questions about “who?”, “for whom?”, “with what funds?”, and on that
basis, “which churches were built and how well have they been pre-
served?” At the present time in the Baltic States, the churches that suf-
fered under the Communist regime are gradually being restored. The
purpose of this book is the collection and interpretation of graphic and
textual materials, the study of church construction, standard (exem-
plary) projects and analogues of church buildings in the Russian archi-
tectural style', the most common in this period, especially in cases of

! The architectural style is rightly defined as “a set of the main features and characteris-
tics of the architecture of a given time and a given people, manifested in the features of its
functional, constructive and artistic sides” (Bapmenes /. A., bamaxkosa B. H. Ouepku
MCTOPUY apXUTEKTYPHBIX cTueir. M., 1983. C. 8).
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loss of historical graphics. All this is a necessary part of restoration and
reconstruction projects.

It should be noted that due to their aesthetic expressiveness and
functionality, historical projects may well be used to inform new
church construction, which is still being carried out in the Baltics,
albeit on a small scale. Thus, the diversity of historical architectural
forms and their regional specificity will be taken into account.

The chronology of the study is from the 1840s to 1917. The 1840s,
on the one hand, was the time of the formation of new parishes on the
territory of Latvia and Estonia in connection with the mass conver-
sion of Latvian and Estonian peasants to Orthodoxy, hence the need
for intensive church construction. The periods after the “Polish upris-
ings”, especially 1863, became a time of confiscation of the lands of the
participants in these uprisings: landowners and leaders of the Catho-
lic Church and their settlement by Orthodox Russian, Belarusian and
Ukrainian peasants.

On the other hand, it was during this period that a change in archi-
tectural styles took place within the entire Russian Empire: classicism
was replaced by eclecticism (historicism), and in church construc-
tion - its own version, the Russian style. The final boundary of the
study is the period of the First World War, revolutionary cataclysms
and the formation of independent Baltic States. This was associated
with the cessation of the activities of Russian institutions in the Baltic
States and the financing of church construction, the gradual halt of all
construction work, which was resumed in the 1920s, but on a differ-
ent scale and with different principles of organisation and financing.
From the point of view of architecture, the beginning of the twentieth
century - the period of the rise and fall of Art Nouveau (Jugendstil),
which in the church construction of the Russian Empire was reflected
in the phenomenon of the neo-Russian style. Geographically, the study
covers the territories of Latvia, Estonia?, which in the imperial period

2 The territory of modern Latvia is made up of the southern part of Livland Province

(Césis, Valmiera and Valka counties, provincial capital Riga); almost all (except for the
westernmost part — Palanga) of Kurland Province (provincial capital Jelgava); and four
areas of Vitsyebsk Province (former Polatsk Province, in the south-east of the region,



The spread of Orthodoxy and the architecture of churches in the Baltics of the 1840s-1917

belonged to the Baltic region® (Baltic provinces), had a single adminis-
tration in the form of a general governorate (until 1876), a single system
of regional self-government headed by the local German nobility as
well as land ownership*. This system largely determined the possibili-
ties of church construction. From 1836, this territory corresponded to
the Riga vicariate of the Pskov Orthodox eparchy, after 1850 - to the
independent Riga Orthodox eparchy.

Lithuania, along with modern Belarus and the north-eastern
regions of modern Poland, belonged to the Western (North-western)
Territory’. The territory of the modern Republic of Lithuania was
formed by a large part of the Kaunas Province, most of the Suwalki
Province formed in 1867 (without the former provincial city), part of

Latgale): Daugavpils, Ludza and Rézekne counties, Piedruja and Robeznieki secular par-
ishes (volosts) of Verkhnyadzvinsk County. Kurland Province included the following
counties: Bauska, Ventspils, Aizpute, Kuldiga, Grobina, Ilakste, Dobele/Jelgava, Talsi,
Tukums, and Jaunjelgava. The territory of modern Estonia was formed from Estland
Province and the northern part of Livland Province - the so-called “Estonian Livland”.
Estland Province formed the northern part of the country: Harju/Tallinn, Viru/Rakvere,
Jarva/Paide, and Laane/Haapsalu counties. The northern part of Livland Province made
up the southern part of modern Estonia: Tartu, Saaremaa/Kuressaare, Parnu, Viljandi,
and Véru counties, as well as part of the Valka/Valga County. In 1944, the city of Pytalovo
(1920-1938 Jaunlatgale, 1938-1944 Abrene) and six volosts in the eastern part of Abrene
County, which had previously been part of Latvia on the basis of the Riga Peace Treaty
of 1920, were included in Pskov Region of the Russian SFSR. In 1944-1945, the former
Pechory (1920-1944 Petseri) County and territory beyond Narva River with Ivangorod
(1920-1945 Jaanilinn), which since 1920 had been part of Estonia under the terms of the
Tartu Peace Treaty, were included, respectively, in Pskov and Leningrad Region.

*  Yewuxun E.B. Kparkast ucropus IIpubantuiickoro xpas. Pura, 1894. C. 1.

A certain unity of the territories of modern Latvia and Estonia and neighboring regions
as part of the Empire is emphasised by the fact that in 1870 a part of the Riga military
district (Estland Province) that had existed for only six years was attached to the St. Peters-
burg military district formed in 1864, and in 1905 - the Finland military district. Most of
this affected the organisation of the construction of military churches until 1914, when the
Vilnius military district was disbanded and the Daugavpils military district was formed.

° In the Russian Empire, Northwestern Territory meant different regions than it
does now: part of the Russian Empire’s Western Territory, namely six provinces of the
Lithuania Governorate-General and the Belarus Governorate-General (often referred to
as “Belarus and Lithuania”): Vilnius, Kaunas, Hrodna, Minsk, Mahilyow and Vitsyebsk
provinces, which were formed on the territory of the former Grand Duchy of Lithuania
(see: TTamsatu rpadha Muxamna Hukomaesua MypaBbésa. BunbHa, 1898). From 1870, the
last three began to be officially called “Belarusian”.

4
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the Vilnius Province, a small fragment of the north-eastern part of
Hrodna Province (all were part of the Russian Empire), and by the
areas around Klaipéda (then Memel) in East Prussia (part of Germany
until 1919). The Old Believer churches are not considered in this work®.

Biblio- and archaeographic review

For this work a significant array of archival materials (more than
540 cases) from the storage facilities of St. Petersburg, Tartu, Riga, Tal-
linn, Moscow, Vilnius, and Kaunas were used. Most of the cases were
introduced into the scientific literature for the first time, which was not
specifically stipulated.

The documents of the state historical archives of the Baltic States,
reflecting mainly the period before 1917, were identified in the collections
of the following: the National Archives of Estonia (Rahvusarhiiv - RA),
including Tartu uurimissaal — Eesti Ajalooarhiiv (National Archives in
Tartu, Estonian Historical Archives - EAA), with documents mainly
spanning until 1940; Tallinn uurimissaal — Eesti Riigiarhiiv (National
Archives in Tallinn, Estonian State Archives - ERA, ERAF), with doc-
uments mostly after 1940; Latvijas Valsts Véstures arhivs — Latvian
State Historical Archives (LVVA - LGIA, Riga); Lietuvos valstybes
istorijos archyvas — Lithuanian State Historical Archives (Vilnius); Tal-
linna Linnaarhiiv - Tallinn City Archives (TLA) and Kauno regioninis
(apskrities) valstybés archyvas — Kaunas Regional (County) Archives
(KRVA); as well as the following archives of state institutions for the
protection of cultural heritage: Muinsuskaitseameti projektdokumen-
tide arhiiv — Archive of the National Heritage Board of Estonia (Tallinn)
and Valsts kultaras piemineklu aizsardzibas inspekcijas Piemineklu
dokumentacijas centrs - Monument Documentation Centre of the
State Inspection for Heritage Protection of Latvia (Riga).

Documents from the central state repositories of the Russian
Federation were used: the Russian State Historical Archive (PTUA,
St. Petersburg); the State Archive of the Russian Federation (TAP®,

¢ B 3crouun cm.: Plaat J. Vene vanausulised ja nende pithakojad Eestis. Tallinn, 2017.
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Moscow), Russian State Military Historical Archive (PTBMA, Mos-
cow); the Russian State Archive of the Navy in the St. Petersburg, PTA
BM®, provided materials on the construction of the Naval Cathedral
in Liepaja Russian State Archive of Ancient Acts (PTAIIA, Moscow);
Central State Historical Archive of St. Petersburg (LI'MA CII6); as
well as the scientific archive of the St. Petersburg Institute of the His-
tory of Material Culture of the Russian Academy of Sciences (MVMK,
manuscript department); handwritten and illustrative materials of the
Russian National Library, St. Petersburg (PHB): Department of Manu-
scripts, Department of Prints; Russian State Library, Moscow (PI'b):
Department of Manuscripts.

In PT'MIA, I mainly studied the documents of the central authori-
ties of the Russian Empire, devoted to the construction of churches of
the Orthodox faith, church-state relations and, in particular, the state
strategy for church construction, including in the Baltic provinces.
They are predominantly general and regulatory, have little connection
with specific churches, except for cathedrals of general imperial signif-
icance in provincial cities. Church construction was regulated mainly
by two ministries: the Ministry of Internal Affairs (f. 1284: Depart-
ment of General Affairs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs; f. 1293:
Technical and Construction Committee, etc.) and the Main Director-
ate of Transport Routes and Public Buildings (f. 216: Second Depart-
ment; f. 217: Department of Economic Affairs; f. 218: Department of art
affairs, including projects of public and government buildings; f. 220:
Department of projects and estimates). The topic under consideration
is informed by archiving from f. 1284, op. 225-227: “Church construc-
tion part — about the construction of Orthodox churches in the West-
ern and Baltic provinces”. However, the vast majority of these archives
were destroyed in 1935, which makes it impossible to fully present the
picture of state regulation of the process. The collection of the Techni-
cal and Construction Committee has circular instructions and rules
regarding the requirements for the content and design of architec-
tural and construction documentation, the procedure for compiling,
reviewing and approving projects. For this work, in particular, materi-
als were used according to the procedure for coordinating exemplary

11
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projects of church buildings. Correspondence is rarely accompanied
by graphic materials and is characterised by excessive detail, but has
an objective character.

Documents about the largest number of cases were found in the col-
lections of the ecclesiastical administration of the Orthodox Church -
the Synod: the collections of the office of the Governing Synod (f. 796)
and the office of the Chief Procurator of the Synod (f. 797, from 1836)
are the most informative, but are partially duplicated due to lack of
separation of functions between the two bureaucratic structures.
Additional value is provided by the documents on the affairs of the
economic administration of the Synod (f. 799, from 1836), in particu-
lar, the insurance estimates of church buildings compiled in the 1910s,
containing their dating and technical description. The synodal collec-
tions contain also other materials: texts - in f. 834 (manuscripts of the
Synod, including inventories of churches and monasteries); graphic
images, including projects and photos of churches in Russia - in f. 835
(building plans and photographs of the Synod). The matters of build-
ing military and naval churches were managed by a board under the
archpriest of the military and naval clergy (f. 806). Documents on the
construction in the imperial estates were deposited in f. 515 — the main
department of appanages. However, the collections contain only a few
documents on the Baltic provinces because an insignificant number of
churches were built there by these departments.

The most informative sources are those representing local civil
and ecclesiastical authorities. Priority was given to the archives in the
Baltic States. EAA, former Estonian Historical Archive, now part of
the National Archives of Estonia, contains the most complete and lit-
tle-studied collection of documents on church activities and church-
building in the Baltic provinces: Estland and partly Livland, as well as
in the Pechory region and Narva. In the LV VA, whose collections were
evacuated and lost in 1915, significantly fewer documents on church
building have been preserved than in the EAA. Both archives suffered
as a result of wars and the “writing oft” of documents during the Soviet
period. With the almost complete loss during the Communist regime
of graphic and textual materials in the archives of the Orthodox Church
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and its congregations (except for registers of births), the documents
in the state archives, primarily the EAA, make it possible to recon-
struct the evolution of the forms of church architecture; connection
of church construction with the demand and commissioning, indi-
vidual features of the work of church and eparchial architects. Some
materials here intersect with the PITTIA (for example, the correspon-
dence of local bishops with the Synod), but most of them are unique.
A number of specific documents have been identified and studied in
these repositories: the correspondence of various responsible persons
with the Synod, reflecting the situation in the entire region, in par-
ticular, the problems of Estonians and Latvians converting to Ortho-
doxy, the activities of brotherhoods and other institutions involved
in church building (Tallinn Supervisory Committee, etc.); estimates
for the construction of churches in rural areas, especially in the 1970s
and 1980s.

The array of documents studied can be divided into three groups:
1. sources related to church government (archives of church authorities
at the eparchy level - consistories, individual churches and monaster-
ies); 2. archives of local civil authorities (provincial boards); 3. personal
archives and archives of individual institutions.

The 1* group includes: collections of the Synod of the Latvian Ortho-
dox Church (f. 7469 LVVA) and of the Synod of the Estonian Apostolic
Orthodox Church (f. 1655 EAA, well preserved), which include earlier
files of the Pskov and Riga consistories, the Baltic Orthodox Broth-
erhood, a supervisory committee for overseeing the construction of
Orthodox churches in the city of Tallinn; and collections of the Riga
Orthodox Consistory (f. 4754 LVVA). They are complemented by col-
lections of the St. Petersburg Orthodox Consistory (f. 19 IITMA CII6),
which contain materials about the churches of Estland Province before
1865.

The collections of individual Orthodox churches and monasteries
have different informational value. For example, EAA materials: the
collection of Tallinn St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral includes files of
the committee for the construction of the cathedral (f. 1906), collections
of the Piihtitsa Convent (f. 2001) and other churches are distinguished

13
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by a relative variety of materials, although they are insufficiently com-
plete. The same applies to brotherhoods: f. 4950 - the Baltic Ortho-
dox Brotherhood (note that the collection of the same brotherhood in
PTMA is more complete - f. 812, 534 files), f. 4951 - branch of the Baltic
Orthodox Brotherhood in Jéhvi, and others.

The contents of the well-preserved f. 1883 IITMA CII6 (Riga
Trinity-Sergius Convent) goes beyond monastic issues and sometimes
duplicates consistory documents. In the Tallinn City Archives, the col-
lections of individual Orthodox churches in Tallinn contain almost
exclusively parish registers and clerical records and are not of particular
interest for this study: f. 1410 - St. Alexander Nevsky Church, f. 1412 -
Church of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God, f. 1415 - Vladimir
Icon of the Mother of God Estonian and Transfiguration Churches,
f. 1414 - St. Nicholas Church, f. 1413 - Church of Sts. Simeon and Anne,
f. 1445 - Church of the 95" Dvinsk Regiment, f. 1472 - St. Nicholas
Church in Kopli; f. 1477 - church of the Tallinn Military Hospital, etc.
The only exceptions are five cases in f. 1339 (parish patronage of the
Transfiguration and St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedrals, which include
the affairs of the building committee, the committee for collecting
donations for the construction of the cathedral church and supple-
menting the data of f. 1906 in the EAA). The same applies to the collec-
tions of individual churches of the LVIA (f. 1335 - St. Michael’s Church
in Birzai, f. 1365 - St. Demetrius Church of the 106" Ufa Regiment,
f. 1383 - St. Sergius Church in Vieksniai, f. 1404 - Church of the Trans-
figuration of the Lord in Jurbarkas, f. 1483 — Church of St. Nicholas in
Telsiai, f. 1504 — Church of St. Alexander Nevsky in Uzusaliai, f. 1538 -
Church of St. Vladimir in Kretinga). The collection of the Vilnius Holy
Spirit Monastery in LVIA contains practically no information on con-
struction works (f. 610). The archives on church-building have been
lost almost completely: the collections of the committee for setting up
the Orthodox church in the Kybartai settlement of the Suwalki prov-
ince and the especially important collection of the Vilnius provincial
office for church construction contain only one case. Unique for the
archives of the Baltic States is the relatively good preservation of the
collection of the Kaunas Committee on the Organisation of Churches
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(provincial church-building committee), the files of which are well pre-
served in the Kaunas Regional Archive (KRVA; f. I-65).

The files of other LVVA church collections reviewed are also not
very informative for this work: Polatsk Orthodox Consistory (f. 6550),
Office of the Orthodox Bishop of Riga and Mitava (f. 7462), Riga Theo-
logical Seminary (f. 7416), Riga Theological School (f. 5723), Riga epar-
chial committee for the assistance of poor clergy (f. 7417). A signifi-
cant drawback regarding the sources of both higher and local church
administration is the almost complete absence of a narrative regarding
the choice of the architectural style of the churches under construction
and, in general, artistic issues, except for the general characteristics
themselves. Official documentation also does not allow us to trace the
personal motivation of customers in the church-building business.

Particularly numerous materials are contained in the collections
of the 2™ group: local governmental bodies. They can be divided into
collections of general governmental bodies and collections of depart-
ments dealing with construction issues. The former include a number
of archives of the Baltic Governorate-General and Livland Province,
which are divided on a territorial basis between the EAA (Estonia) and
LVVA (Latvia). For example, in the EAA, there are collections f. 291
(Baltic Governor-General); f. 296 (Office of the Governor of Livland);
f. 297 (Livland Provincial Government); in LVVA - f. 1 (Office of the
Baltic Governor-General). Official documents of the Estland Province
are concentrated in the EAA (f. 29 — Office of the Governor of Estland;
f. 30 — Estland Provincial Government).

The collections of construction departments are also divided on a
territorial basis. In the EAA, there are f. 33 — Estland Provincial Con-
struction and Road Commission, f. 298 - the construction department
of the Livland Provincial Government (contains more original designs
than other collections); in the LVVA - f. 10 - the construction depart-
ment of the Livland Provincial Government (the most informative in
the archive, especially op. 4), and f. 656 — construction department of
the Vitsyebsk Provincial Government. There are similar collections
also in other archives: In LITIA CII6, f. 256 — the construction depart-
ment of the St. Petersburg Provincial Government; in the Lithuanian

15
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State Historical Archives, f. 382 — construction department of the Vil-
nius Provincial Government; in KRVA, f. [-473 - Kaunas provincial
construction commission. They reflect the main design materials for
church construction.

An analysis of the materials shows that some of the documents on
churches in Latvia ended up in the EAA, especially in cases where the
construction of churches on the territory of modern Latvia and Esto-
nia was carried out according to the same project or using the same
tranche of money. Some of the material on the “Livland part of Esto-
nia” is in LVVA.” This is the reason that these materials were not widely
used by researchers.

Documents of the 3" group usually contain additional information
on the topic under consideration, for example, in LVVA: f. 7363 - a col-
lection of handwritten materials on the history of the Baltics, f. 6828 -
a collection of maps and plans, f. 7474 — Pyotr Albedinsky, f. 5562 —
Aleksandr Suvorov-Rymniksky; in LVIA: f. 439 - an interesting, but
fragmentarily preserved archive of the museum of Count Mikhail
Muravyov, including graphic materials; in the department of manu-
scripts National Library of Russia: f. 16 — Pyotr Albedinsky, f. 573 -
St. Petersburg Theological Academy, f. 708 — Nikolay Sobko, f. 757 -
Nikolay Sultanov; in the Central State Institute of Arts St. Petersburg:
f. 184 - Institute of Civil Engineers, personal files of architects.

An important source is f. 4 (Moscow Archaeological Society) in the
manuscript department of the Scientific Archive of the St. Petersburg
Institute of the History of Material Culture of the Russian Academy of
Sciences. The files contain detailed, free-form reports of the clergy of
65 parishes, mainly in Livland, but also in Estland and Kurland prov-
inces (Nos. 943-1006). These materials are especially valuable because
archaeological societies usually dealt with ancient monuments, but
here we are talking about newly formed parishes. The reports have
been prepared with varying degrees of detail. In the publication based
on them, “A selection from the information delivered to the Mos-
cow Archaeological Society by the Orthodox clergy by order of the

7

HTUA Jlarsuitckort CCP. KpaTkuii cnpaBounuk. Pura, 1980.
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Archbishop of Riga Arseny” (Moscow, 1896), unfortunately, almost all
information was discarded, except for the ancient history of the local-
ity of the parishes.

The State Inspection for Heritage Protection of Latvia studied 38
cases of individual churches at the Monuments Documentation Cen-
tre. They contain post-war questionnaires and passports for churches
and icons, planning materials, photographic recordings, especially of
interiors, press clippings, extracts, brief historical references, restora-
tion projects (Ilzeskalns, Vecstameriena).

The collections of the National Heritage Board of Estonia con-
tain post-war materials on individual churches. I studied 25 folders
on the regions of Estonia, which contain the results of the inventory
(questionnaires) of churches, drawings of Orthodox churches, and
especially photographic materials, including both photographic fixa-
tion of monuments from different years, and re-shooting of archival
materials, including some lost monuments (Pithtitsa metochion in Tal-
linn, churches in Viljandi, Paide, etc.). There are no detailed historical
references in the collections of the churches.

The following collections were also examined: the private archive
of collector Aleksandr Dormidontov (Tallinn), first of all, historical
photographs; a number of materials from the Russian State Military
Historical Archive (PTB/A, Moscow) on military churches (f. 349 - a
collection of maps and plans, f. 400, op. 36 - Commission on Reli-
gious and Moral Needs of the Army, f. 846 — military scientist archive,
f. 1296 - Livland engineering district, f. 15261 — military-historical
maps, plans and diagrams, etc., files on military churches in Daugavpils,
Narva, Tallinn); collections of architects, public and state organisa-
tions (f. 680 - Moscow School of Painting, Sculpture and Architecture)
in the Russian State Archive of Literature and Art (PTAJIV, Moscow);
Shchusev Museum of Architecture (THVIMA, Moscow). The PTBMA
revealed mainly conciliatory correspondence, in the other aforemen-
tioned repositories no materials on the Baltic churches of this period
were found.

Materials on this topic are also available in the repositories of the
National Archives of Estonia in Tallinn (ERA) - these documents

17
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mainly refer to a time beyond the scope of the project (after 1918) but
contain some historical information about Estonian churches and
parishes, for example, in collections R-1961, R-1989 — Commissioner
for Religious Affairs under the Council of Ministers of the ESSR. The
archive library of the Literary Museum in Tartu contains Russian
periodicals of the interwar period.

Thus, among the most informative unpublished sources are offi-
cial documents of civil and ecclesiastical, state and regional authori-
ties, concerning both issues of national policy (the attitude towards
the conversion of Latvians and Estonians to Orthodoxy, financing
and forms of their support), and specific tasks: correspondence about
coordination of projects and the construction of churches, the proj-
ects themselves, estimates and contracts with contractors, reports of
responsible persons, correspondence from the eparchial administra-
tion, clergy statements, etc.

In preparing this work, numerous (more than 820) publications
were studied, which can be divided according to chronology (pub-
lished before and after 1917) and topic (church history, local history,
art history). Architectural and construction publications before 1917
include albums and atlases of church projects, separate publications
with projects. Most provincial churches, in particular, in the terri-
tory of modern Latvia and Estonia, were built on the basis of single,
but very widespread, exemplary (“typical”) church projects in the
albums of Konstantin Thon from 1838 and 1844. Architectural and
construction publications make it possible to present the “primary
sources” that were used in church construction in the Baltic prov-
inces and the extreme variety of their interpretations in design and
construction.

Literature after 1917 includes publications on the history of archi-
tecture of a general nature, the period of eclecticism and Art Nouveau;
about individual architects; works on art history, the history of Ortho-
doxy in the regions; encyclopaedic and reference publications: archi-
tectural and orthodox encyclopaedias and catalogues of monuments;
albums, local history and popular science publications, including
monographs, collections of scientific reports and articles.
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The greatest number of publications is on the modern history
of Russian church architecture. The gradual formation in Russia of
architectural criticism and a scientific approach to the development
of architectural heritage dates back to the 1840s, the time of the for-
mation of the Russian style and the heyday of the work of its founder
Konstantin Thon. Thon’s student, Ivan Sviyazev, showed his role in the
revival of the leading role of Orthodox church-building on the basis
of ancient Russian traditions.® However, from the 1860s onward, the
Russian style of Thon was increasingly criticised as not an artistic, but
an ideological phenomenon associated with imperial power and the
Church, through the prism of an oppositional and secular worldview
(Vladimir Stasov and others).” The ideological assessment did not take
into account the historical context, the artistic and constructive merits
of the structures. The same negative attitude, but from the standpoint
of “retro-aestheticism”, a subjective-emotional approach to both Thon’s
and later “national” architecture (on the example of the Church of the
Saviour on Spilled Blood) and eclecticism in general, can be traced in
the criticism of the Russian style by a new generation of art critics of
the early 20" century, primarily the corporation “World of Art”."°

More balanced assessments of Russian church architecture
were present in professional periodicals (magazines “Crtpourens”
(“Builder”), “3omunit” (“Architect”), “Hemenss Crpourens” (“Build-
er's Week”), collections from “Tpymbl cbesfoB pycCKUX 30[4YUX
(“Works of Congresses of Russian Architects”) (I-IV Congresses), and

8 Ceusses JI.JI. IlpakTidecKue 4epTeXXN IO YCTPONCTBY IiepkBu Bemenns ... B Ceme-

HosckoM nmonky B C.- ITerep6ypre, cocrapnennsie ... K. Tonom. M., 1845; Crasuna T. A.
Koncranrun Town. JI., 1989. C. 42.

® Cmacos B. B. [IBanuaTh IATb JIET PycCKOro nckyccrsa. Hamra apxurekrypa // VIs6pan-
Hble counHeHus B Tpex Tomax. T.2. M., 1952. C. 499-521; critical references to Thon’s
architecture by Aleksandr Herzen, Ivan. Zabelin, Taras Shevchenko. See also: Kupuuenxo
E. M. Pycckmit ctunb. M., 1997. C. 132.

' Benya A.H. Mou Bocnomunauusi. M., 1980. T. 1. C. 101; Kyp6amos B. 4. O pyc-
CKOM CTHJIe A/ COBpPEeMEHHbIX mocTpoek // 3ogumit. 1909. Ne 30. C. 310-312; articles by
S. K. Makovsky, A. A. Rostislavov and others. See also: 3asapuxun C.II. Pycckas apxuTex-
typHasa kpuruka. JI., 1989; Kupuuenxo E. V. Apxutexrypuoie Teopun XIX B. B Poccun.
M., 1986.
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publications of such major architects and architectural theorists as
Leon Benois and Nikolay Sultanov. At the turn of the 19*"-20" cen-
turies, monographs appeared about specific churches with detailed
architectural, artistic and technical information." In most special pub-
lications at the end of the 19" century (the era of “realism”) and the
beginning of the 20" century, the focus was still on technical issues
(issues of structures, heating, heat supply, capacity of buildings) and
on the representation of the building process, but not on the style or
the artistic component in general'?, even less so — on the symbolism
and spiritual importance of church building. Civil engineer, publisher
Gavriil Baranovsky (1860-1920) in 1902 also noted “the incompre-
hensible indifference of the majority of Russian architects to literary
enterprises”.”” The few publications of architects or critics on this topic
most often do not differ in a clear interpretation of architectural forms,
are contradictory and subjective, even when trying to go beyond tech-
nical issues."

The latter, without taking into account regional peculiarities, is
also characteristic of the normative and legislative collections regu-
lating the church-building business in the Russian Empire: “ITornoe
Cob6panne 3akoHoB Poccuiickoit umnepun (“The Complete Collection
of Laws of the Russian Empire”), and the Construction Charter (vari-
ous editions with additions, starting from 1842). Construction legisla-
tion has been analysed in a number of reference publications, mainly
pre-revolutionary ones.”” It should also be noted that, firstly, the

" Hapnano A. A. Xpam Bockpecenus Xpucrosa. CII6., 1907; Cmupros C. H. Xpam-
MaMATHUK MOPSIKaM, Torn6mmum B BoiiHy ¢ Smonneit. IIr., 1915, etc.

2 Ilenxos A. C. O XypmoXKecTBeHHBIX IpobreMax xpamoctpoenus pybexa XIX u
XX BekoB // ApXuTeKkTypHOe HacnefcTBo. Boim. 45. M., 2005. C. 220.

Y Bapanosckuti [.B. ApXUTeKTypHas SHIUK/IONeAUA BTopoit monoBuHbl XIX Beka. T. L.
Apxutekrypa ucnosegannit. CII6., 1902. C. VIIL.

' IJyces A. B. Mpicii o cBo6OJie TBOpYECTBA B PEIUTMO3HON apXUTeKType // 30munii.
1905. Ne 11. C. 132-134; Annaxcun A. II. Pycckoe 11epKOBHO€ MICKYCCTBO 1 €T0 COBPEMEH-
uble 3agaun. CII6., 1911. C. 77-90 and others.

° Ixnapesuu A. I. Crpoutenphsle mocraHosnenus pgas r. C.-Ilerep6ypra. CII6.,
1868; Anypves VMoanm, césauy. BcriomorarenbHas KHUTA IPYU BO3BENEHMM KaMEHHBIX U
nepeBAHHBIX 3aHnii. Bonmorpa, 1895; Illpamuerko M. I1. YcTaB CTpOUTENTbHDIA. CII6., 1911;
Tununckuti A. V. TlpakTraeckass CTpouTenbHaA MaMATHAA KHIDKKA. CII6., 1914; JJuxan-



