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Executive Summary 
 

The project group successfully prepared and published joint publications, including those by 

Early Stage Researchers (ESR). In total, 20 papers have been developed or are currently in 

development. Among those, twelve papers have already been published, most of them in 

international journals with an independent review system. In most of these papers, ESR 

provided major contributions and were involved in the submission and review processes. 

Hence, the ESR were introduced into the practices of international publishing. Alone, the 

idea to involve ESR from different project partners and countries failed, because they were 

busy with getting integrated into the project and making progress in their own qualification 

processes. Another challenge was that the project timeframe is shorter than the nominal 

duration of doctoral studies (four years). As a result, in addition to focusing on their own 

research and networking, it was not easy for the ESRs to align their research interests with 

those of other early-stage researchers. Nevertheless, based on the ESRs’ feedback, the 

mutual introduction of research interests at project seminars and learning from each other’s 

experiences proved to be successful.  

Since all published articles are accessible, this overview does not include full texts. Articles 

that are under review or in preparation are presented in the list of manuscripts containing 

authors and titles. Journal names and the full texts are not included in order to avoid 

interfering with the blind peer-review process 

. 
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Conclusions 

 

It is a high demand to involve ESR in the development of manuscripts within a three-year 

project period, because this requires the availability of data that needs to be gathered first in 

such a project. Additionally, it needs to be considered that ESR are primarily involved in the 

qualification processes of their home universities.  

However, manuscripts including ESR have been developed by all project partners. Hence, the 

ESR at all three universities gained insight into usual publication practices, which might 

support their further academic development. 

The development of early-career researchers’ research skills and publication capacity is 

evidenced by the fact that all published articles, as well as those currently under peer review 

or submitted for review, have been submitted to high-level publishers (e.g. Taylor & Francis). 

Articles that are currently in preparation will likewise be submitted to journals of a 

comparable standard. Open-access publication is targeted for all articles that have been 

submitted, are under review, or are in preparation. 

 

 
 


