
 
 
 
Psycholinguistic Methods for Assessing Word Processing in the 

Deaf Population 
 
Reading is a fundamental skill in modern society and a widely researched topic in 
psycholinguistics. Word recognition forms the foundation of reading, with 
numerous studies using lexical decision tasks and eye-tracking techniques to 
compare how deaf and hearing readers process written words. In this session, 
we will explore the application of these psycholinguistic methods to study word 
recognition and reading in deaf adult readers. Additionally, we will discuss key 
findings from this research, offering insights into the unique cognitive and 
linguistic processes involved in reading among the deaf population. 
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Using Sign Language Corpora to Examine Language Attitudes 
 
Language attitudes shape how we use and perceive language, influencing 
linguistic behavior and change. In this session, we will discuss our use of 
thematic analysis to examine language attitudes within the British Deaf 
community. Drawing on data from sign language corpora, we identified key 
themes related to regional and age variation, language change, and the influence 
of English on BSL. 
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