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34% never did service learning in high school

 68% they learned a lot about the structure 
and function of government

36% never participated in a simulation 
in high school



1.9x more likely to 
report participating in 
service activities

1.4x more likely to 
take part in a debate or 
panel discussion

2x more likely 
to discuss how 
laws are made

Compared to Average SES 9th graders,

High SES 9th graders are:



In addition to 
traditional civic 
education and goals 
– digital 
political 
engagement is 
important
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► Scholars have found a digital divide among 
the population in general.   (Schlozman, 
Verba, and Brady, 2010; Hindman, 2009; 
Mossberger and Tolbert, 2010). 

► But also that these patterns may not hold for 
youth or young adults (Schlozman, Verba, and 
Brad, 2010; Cohen et al., 2012).



*Participated in an event where young people express their political views 
(such as a poetry slam, musical event, etc.)

Participatory politics is more equitably distributed by Mother’s Education (SES)

Wave 2



Source: Youth Participatory Politics Survey, February–June 2011. 

% Doing at Least One Participatory Political Act
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► Gray, Thomas,  & Lewis, (2010) ; Leu and colleagues 
(2015)

► Equal: Kahne, Lee, and Feezell (2012) 
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Cross-Lagged Model of Learning Opportunities and Political 
Engagement
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Cross-Sectional Model of Learning Opportunities and Political 
Engagement
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Cross-Lagged Model of Learning Opportunities and Political 
Engagement. 
(A Key Control)
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Estimated Effects of Political Engagement on Learning Opportunities
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Cross-Lagged Model of Learning Opportunities and Political 
Engagement
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Estimated Effects of Learning Opportunities on Political Engagement
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Tony Bryk, President, 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching
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precarious



for more information:

http://www.civicsurvey.org/
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