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ABSTRACT
By the end of the 1950s, the Western world was exhausted by the concepts in poetic documentaries and there was pressure for a more documentary style; however, in Baltic States poetic mode became one of the characteristics of our new wave. In Estonia, the new wave meant bringing national themes to the screen. National motifs were expressed above all through a sense of yearning for times past. Often, it was the poetic nature of the way they talked about the good old Estonian era that slipped the films smoothly past the otherwise strict censorship. 
This paper aims to find out how Soviet Estonian documentaries constructed the national discourse in the 1960s by focusing on the case of the 10-minute documentary Ruhnu (1965) by Andres Sööt.
