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Who, What, Why and How? 

 



Who 
• International Consortium of Researchers  

• Estonia; UK; Finland; Spain;  
• Collaborators: Sweden; Denmark; South Africa; Chile 

 

• International Organizations and Stakeholders 
• European Council of Doctoral Candidates and Junior Researchers (Eurodoc) 
• EUA 
• LERU 
• Sig-REaC 

 

• Coming from interdisciplinary backgrounds  
• Psychology 
• Education 
• Sociology 

 



What 

1. To (re)conceptualize the role of ECRs to enable them to successfully 
face current societal challenges and establish satisfactory careers. 
 

2. To showcase and disseminate proven methodologies, tools and 
practices to successfully address ECRs researcher challenges in 
advancing their careers. 
 

3. To design, create and assess interactive research-based resources 
to help ECRs’ identity development 

 



Why 

• The need for a new Social Sciences researcher profile (“science in 
society” to “science for society”)(Horizon 2020).  
 

• The need to increase our knowledge about the ECRs’ conceptions and 
experiences, and to develop cross-cultural studies. 
 

• The need to promote the development of ECRs’ identity through 
innovative training tools.   

 



…and How 
To raise awareness within the European scientific community of the 
importance of researcher identity and career development. 

• Research collaboration 
• Consultancy and advisory tasks  
• Tools and resources development, www.researcher-identity.com 

 
Target groups 
• ECRs in all disciplines. 
• Supervisors and research leaders 
• HE institutions and educational stakeholders  
• Research funding agencies and policy makers  
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Some research processes and tools 

• Two cross-cultural questionnaires: PhD and Postdocs 

• Available in four languages: English, Spanish, Finish and French 

• 7 Scales validated in different countries and population:  
• Interest 

• Supervisory and researcher community support 

• Engagement  

• Burnout  

• Research Writing 

• Work-life balance  

• Research conceptions 

 



 

 



Some research processes and tools 

• Network Plot • Journey Plot 
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