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// BACKGROUND

The global pursuit of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) demands
transformative action across all sectors of society. Universities, as hubs of knowledge creation,
critical thinking, and future leadership, hold a unique and powerful position. They are not merely
educational institutions but ecosystems that drive sustainability through research, teaching,
operations, and community engagement.

The Symposium "Universities as Change Agents in Sustainable Development" is founded on the
belief that the academic sector needs to move beyond siloed initiatives and theoretical
discourse to become integrated, proactive, and measurable change agents. The event will
provide a platform to forge new partnerships and co-create actionable strategies that harness
universities' full potential to address the most pressing ecological, social, and economic
challenges of our time.

The Symposium aims to catalyse collaboration and foster international and cross-sectoral
partnerships among universities, municipalities, NGOs, and businesses to amplify their impact. It
also aims to showcase innovative, scalable, and fransferable models for integrating
sustainability into curricula, research, campus operations, and community outreach. It will
address Education for Sustainable Development. In addition, the event will provide a platform
for PND candidates and postdoctoral researchers to present their work and connect with
established leaders in sustainability.

PARTICIPANTS

Delegates come from a cross-sectoral range of areas. They are:

a) Teachers and researchers in fields related to sustainable development;

b) Students and professional learners interested in sustainability challenges and solutions;
c) Government officials and policymakers involved in environmental and sustainability
planning;

d) Business representatives who are collaborating with universities;

e) Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) focusing on environmental conservation and
sustainable development.

The Symposium will be held in Tallinn, Estonia's capital on the Baltic Sea, on the campus of Tallinn
University.

The exact address of the Symposium is: Uus-Sadama 5, 10120, Tallinn, Estonia
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WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH 2026 (WEDNESDAY)
08:30 — 09:00 | Arrival and Registration
09:00 - 09:15 | Opening Session - 1st day
09:15-10:15 | Plenary Session |
10:15-10:45 | Break
11:00 - 12:30 | Parallel Session |
12:45-13:45 | Lunch
14:00 — 15:00 | SustainERA Panel Discussion
15:00 — 15:30 Breok.+ Poster Presen’ro’rigns I + Visit ’[o the Exh.ibi’rion called “Moths are
chewing the uneven fabric of life” with the artist Jane Remm
15:45-17:30 | Parallel Session Il
Evening Free
THURSDAY 19th MARCH 2026 (THURSDAY)
092:00-09:15 | Opening Session — 2nd day
09:15-10:15 | Plenary Session Il
10:15-10:45 | Break + Poster Presentations |l
11:00-12:00 | Parallel Session Il
12:00-13:00 | Lunch
13:00 — 13:45 | SustainERA World Cafe
14:00 — 15:45 | Parallel Session IV
15:45-16:00 | Closing Session
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Room

Tallinn Hall

Activity
Arrival and
Registration

FIRST DAY (18.03.2026 - WEDNESDAY)

Moderator

Time

08:30 - 09:00

Presentation

Arrival & Registrations

Opening
Session

09:00 - 09:15

Opening Session

Vice-Rector Katrin Saks
Tallinn University (Estonia)

Dr. Katrin Mdnnik
Tallinn University (Estonia)

Prof. Dr. Walter Leal
Hamburg University of Applied Sciences (Germany) and
Manchester Metropolitan University (UK)

Plenary
Session |

09:15-10:15

Plenary Session |

Cultural aspects of sustainability fransformations

Prof. Dr. Tauri Tuvikene
Professor of Urban Studies of Tallinn University

Room

Tallinn Hall

Activity

Parallel
Session |

Moderator

Tauri
Tuvikene

10:15-10:45 — Break

Time

11:00

11:15

Presentation

Decolonising the Curriculum. An Inclusive Practice to
Support Students’ Belonging and Wellbeing

Ana Souto
(Nottingham Trent University - UK)

11:15

11:30

Integrating Sustainability Frameworks with Adaptive
Bayesian Networks for Flexible Learning Pathways

Katrin Mannik, Eva-Maria Infanger, and Maaris Raudsepp.
(Tallinn University and Johannes Kepler Universitat Linz -
Estonia)

11:30

11:45

Sustainable and Responsible Al Adoption in Higher
Education: A Theory in Practice Perspective

Dominika Bosek-Rak
(Warsaw School of Economics - Poland)

11:45

12:00

“lI Can Choose When to Be Singled Out”: A Processual View
of Inclusion Experiences in Business Schools

Nina-Maria Fronhofer, Mélanie Jaeck, and Maryline Meyer
(Fronhofer Consulting, Chaire Mind, and Montpellier Business
School - France)

12:00

12:15

Curriculum development for a Sustainable future:
Insights from the NordPlus Healing greenery project

Kadri Maikov and Povilas Beseckas
(Estonian University of Life Sciences — Estonia and Kauno
kolegija Higher Education Institution - Lithuania)

12:15

12:30

"Everyone's World is Tied to Everyone Else's": Student
Perspectives on Cultivating a Sustainability Mindset




Symposium “Universities as Change Agents in Sustainable Development”

Liisi Pajula
(University of Tartu - Estoniq)

Collaborative Learning Design for Sustainable Business:
Solutions and Best Practices

11:00
: ]?] 5 Reija Anckar, Eva Holmberg, Geoffrey Pororo, Fredrik
) Strandberg, and Henrik Virtanen
(Novia University of Applied Sciences - Finland)
System Hacking within Universities
11:15
- Selina Cicala, Laura Giger, Rebecca Mdller, Anja Stimimann,
11:30 and Luna Weggler
(University of Fribourg - Switzerland)
Integral Ecology as an Epistemological Framework for
11:30 Teaching International Political Economy
11:45 Elena Siaudvytiene
Parallel (LCC International University - Lithuania)
M-133 Session | Grete Arro From Awareness to Action: A Process Model of Personal
11:45 Responsibility in Sustainability Transformation
12TOO Ruihan Bai, Grete Arro, and Anu Realo
) (Tallinn University, University of Warwick, and University of
Tartu - Estoniq)
Form Follows Function: Course Design for Transformative
12:00 Learning in Sustainability Education
12:15 Ingeborg Kiuts, Stefano Cucurachi, and Ruben Huele
(Leiden University - The Netherlands)
Pedagogy as Radical Responsibility: Teaching, Activism, and
12:15 the Politics of Academic World-Making
12:30 Sabine Krause and Noah Stucky
(University of Fribourg - Switzerland)
How to Blow up a Powerpoint: from Commodities to
11:00 Commons
11:15 Amanda Douge
(University of Glasgow - UK)
Universities as Change Agents: Co-Creating Sustainable
1115 Urban Green Infrastructure and Policy with the City of Zagreb
) Iva Rechner Dika, Ines Hrdalo, Jana Kiralj Lackovié, Irena
11:30 Matkovi¢, and Miroslav Poje
M-131 S':l;?gsll :?Iz::: (University of Zagreb and City of Zagreb - Croatia)
Knowledge and the Future of Local Communities: Universities
11:30 as Infrastructure for Community Foresight and Sustainability
11:45 Stefan Cibian
(Fagaras Research Institute - Romanial)
Sustainability through Caring Universities: Empowerment,
11:45 Networking, and Structural Change for Inclusive Academia
12:00 Sabrina Schmitt and Stephan Otfo

(IU International University - Germany)
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Meaningful Research: 10 Years of Research and Extension at
the School of Architecture and Urbanism of the Costa Rica

12iOO Institute of Technology.
12:15 Mauricio Guevara-Murillo and Leana Herndndez-Salazar
(The Costa Rica Institute of Technology — Costa Rica)
Operationalizing Sustainability: Bridging the Al Awareness
12:15 Gap and Campus Circularity in Higher Education
12:30 Jean-Eric Pelet

(IAE de Nantes - France)

Room

Tallinn Hall

Activity

SustainERA
Panel
Discussion

Moderator

Vice-
rector
Katrin Saks

12:30-13:45 - Lunch

Time

14:00

15:00

Presentation
SustainERA Panel Discussion

The Role of the University Partnerships towards Sustainable
Futures - from the Perspective of Public and Private Sector
Stakeholders

Kristi Klaas
Deputy Secretary General on Green Transition, Ministry of
Climate

Anna-Greta Tsahkna
CEO of Timbeter and Vice-President of the Estonian IT and
Telecommunications Association

Mikk Vainik
Policy advisor and PhD Student of Tallinn Technical University

Katrin Mdnnik
Research Fellow on Sustainable Education of Tallinn
University and Director of the Centre of Estonia of the Baltic
University Programme (BUP)

15:00-15:45 — Break + Poster Presentations | + Visit to the Exhibition called “Moths are chewing the uneven fabric
of life” with the arlist Jane Remm (Terra Gallery, 2nd floor).

Room

Tallinn Hall

Activity

Parallel
Session |l

Moderator

Siret Talve

Time Presentation
Mapping Energy Transitions through the Lens of SDGs:
. Interdisciplinary University Practices
15:45
: 6TOO Drielli Peyerl, Coyan Tromp, and Bob van der Zwaan
) (University of Amsterdam, TNO, and Johns Hopkins University
- Netherlands)
Global Co-Production: Lessons from a Horizon Scan on the
Future of Sustainability
16iOO Tilly Nygren Laestander, Ola Hall, Emily Boyd, Laura Rahm,
1615 Richard Walters, Andrea Gatto, and Matus Misik
’ (Lund University, Comenius University, European University
Institute, Kean University, and The Beijer Institute of
Ecological Economics - Sweden)
Older Learners as Change Agents for Sustainable
16:15 Development
16:30 Heli Makkonen

(Karelia University of Applied Sciences - Finland)
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Rethinking Urban Green Management: A University-Led

16:30 Approach to Enhancing Biodiversity
16:45 Elle Rajandu and Eliise Miku
(Tallinn University - Estoniq)
Studying Sustainable Development - Experiences from the
16:45 University of Warsaw
17:00 Anna Batorczak

(University of Warsaw - Poland)

The GreenInCities Research Project in Cork City: A Model for
University-Community Partnerships Delivering Climate

M-227

Parallel
Session i

Kertu Vuks

]7;00 Mitigation in Deprived Areas
17:15 Elizabeth Folan O'Connor and Siobhan O'Sullivan
(University College Cork - Ireland)
Co-Designing Local Circular Economies: Universities as

. Infrastructures of Mediation
17:15
]7j30 Yekta Bakirloglu, Damla Cay, and Aykut Coskun

) (Lancaster University, Moholy-Nagy University of Art and

Design, and Kog¢ University - UK)
Expand education on sustainable finance to include the
15:45 perspective of SMEs and the impact of financial advisors
16:00 Fred de Jong
(HAN University of Applied Sciences — The Netherlands)
Empowering Student Initiatives in Universities as Model
16:00 Systems of Sustainability Transformation
16:15 Ludwig Weh
(Humboldt-University Berlin - Germany)
From Digital Hubs to Sustainable Ecosystems:

. Transformational Leadership and Organizational M Maturity
16:15 . . X " :

) as Prerequisites for Universities Acting as Change Agents
16:30

Pawet Poszytek
(WSB University - Poland)

Integrating Student-Led Sustainability through a Green Office
Model: Towards Institutional Transformation at a University of

16:30 Applied Sciences
16:45 Christoph Lohr, Julia Uhde, Alexander Gelner, Adrian
Schéufele, Elke Feifel, and Anna-Lisa Klages
(Technische Hochschule Ingolstadt - Germany)
Training Responsibility: The University’s Role in Empathic,

16:45 Place-Based Tourism for Territorial Transformation

17:00 Tarja Kupiainen and Shammi Akter Keya
(Karelia University of Applied Sciences - Finland)

Mapping the Gap in Net-Zero Supply-Chain Education at the
17:00 Baltic Sea Region
17:15 Veiko Karu and Aleksandra Kekkonen

(Estonian Business School - Estonia)
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The Role of Universities in Changing Mobility Patterns through

17:15 Green Travel
17:30 Stefan Baumeister
(University of Jyv&skyl& - Finland)
Teesside University Impact Acceleration Account: a Flexible
and Adaptive Approach to Expand Transdisciplinary
15:45 | Research and Solidify Socially Engaged Practice at Regional
- Level
16:00
Antonia Liguori and Sally Blackburn-Daniels
(Teesside University - UK)
Designing Temporariness through TDI for Sustainable and
16:00 Inclusive Healthcare Access
16:15 Lisa Mensi
(University of Ferrara - Italy)
Educating Change Agents for the SDGs: Early Experiences
16:15 from a Transdisciplinary Master’'s Program
]6T3O Nadine Wills-Stroh, Lena Oestreich, Sebastian Schrems, Katrin
) Pertschy, and Holger Rohn
(University of Applied Sciences Mittelhessen - Germany)
ESD in the Al Era: Glocal and Embodied Transformative
16:30 Learning in Universities
M-224 Pargllel Tu.nq 16:45 Hideki Maruyama
Session Il Elvisto . . )
(Sophia University - Japan)
Mind the Gap! Change Agent Education Between
16:45 Transformative Literacy and Present Demands
]7?00 Anke StrauB and Benjamin Mélting
) (Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development -
Germany)
Transforming Higher Education in the Anthropocene:
University-Driven Digital Climate Innovation and Community-
17:00 Engaged Sustainability Pathways
]7?] 5 Sumanta Bhattacharya and Bhavneet Kaur Sachdev
) (Asian International University and Suresh Gyan Vihar
University - India)
Deepening Ecological Connections through Eco-Poetic
17:15 Inquiry and Arts-Informed Research: A Curriculum of
i Ecological Literacy
17:30

Andrejs KUlnieks
(University of Saskatchewan - Canada)




Symposium “Universities as Change Agents in Sustainable Development”

Room

Tallinn Hall

Activity

Opening
Session

SECOND DAY (19.03.2026 - THURSDAY)

Moderator  Time \

09:00 - 09:15

Presentation
Opening Session

Prof. Dr. Walter Leal
Hamburg University of Applied Sciences (Germany) and
Manchester Metropolitan University (UK)

Plenary
Session |l

09:15-10:15

Plenary Session Il

Are you ready for a sustainable future? Mission-based
and the role of the individual and the community

Dr. Siret Talve
Member of the Mission Board of EU Mission on
Adaptation to Climate Change;
Visiting Research Fellow in Sustainability Studies of Tallinn
University

Room

Tallinn Hall

Activity

Parallel
Session il

10:15-10:45 — Break + Poster Presentations Il

Moderator Time ‘

11:00

11:15

Presentation

Practice-based Campus Interventions Shaping
Educators' Sustainability Attitudes

Borbala Tolgyesi, Maria Karyda, Damla Cay, Déra
Szentandrdsi
(Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design - Hungary)

11:15

11:30

Grete Arro

Exploring More-than-Human Perspectives in Design
Education

Damla Cay and Mary Karyda
(Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design - Hungary)

11:30

11:45

Entrepreneurial Mindset Development: Potentials and
Limits of Using Al in University Project Courses

Lena Bernhofer and Mirko Bendig
(IU International University - Germany)

11:45

12:00

Sustainable health - developing a new fully online
course enforcing critical thinking on sustainability

Hans Orru, Janne Kommusaar, and Aleksandra Kuzmina
(University of Tartu - Estonia)

M-133

Parallel
Session il

11:00

11:15

Applying Ayurvedic Principles in the Educational
Process

Manoiu Valentina-Mariana
(University of Bucharest - Romania)

Anu Readlo

11:15

11:30

Education Institutions as Agents of Change? On the
Contingent Role of Estonian Universities in Sustainability
Transitions

Bianka Pluschke-Altof, Aet Annist, Monika Suskevics, and
Jaanus Terasmaa
(Tallinn University, University of Tartu, and Estonian
University of Life Sciences - Estonia)
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11:30

11:45

Austrian Cross-University Initiatives for Transformation in
Teaching and Learning

Stefanie Preiml, Andrea Bernhard, Katharina Salicites,
Dominik Ruffeis, and Franz Rauch
(University of Klagenfurt and Graz University of
Technology - Austria)

From Teaching to Transformation: Universities as Change

11:45 Agents in Sustainable Development
12:00 Tanja Kimmel and Sina Herrmann
(University of Applied Arts Vienna - Austria)
12:00-13:00 - Lunch

ELU Space
and Mare
Afrium

Room

Tallinn Hall

SustainERA World Cafe

Activity

Parallel
Session IV

Moderator

Grete Arro

Workshop Il

Universities as Change Agents through sustainability

] 3i00 capacity-building
13:45 Prof. Dr. Kai Pata
Professor of Adult Education and Non-Formal Learning
of Tallinn University
Time \ Presentation
Climate Change Education for Environmental
Sustainability in Health Professional Education: A
14:00 Modified Delphi
14:15 Moses Mutua Mulu and Mirriam Kivuva
(Aga Khan University and Kenya Methodist University -
Kenyaq)
The Research Cluster "Sustainability in the Arts” (RCSA):
14:15 Universities as Change Agents in Artistic Practice
14:30 Rainer Prohaska and Tanja Kimmel
(Academy of Fine Arts Vienna - Austria)
Linking Sustainability and Health: Global Health and
Sustainability Program of the School of Public Health of
14:30 the University of SGo Paulo, Brazil
14:45 Helena Ribeiro and Paula Sim&o Batich

(Universidade de S@o Paulo and Centro Universitario
SENAC - Brazil)

Climate Art City — A Creative Collaboration Between the
University of Klagenfurt and the Carinthian State

Mi45 Museum
15:00 . . . .
Cornelia Malojer, Stefanie Preiml, and Franz Rauch
(Alpen-Adria-University Klagenfurt - Austria)
Integrating Sustainability into IT Projects: A Mixed-
15:00 Methods Study
15:15 Mark Mifsud and Elaine Mifsud Scicluna
(University of Malta)
15:15 Embedding Education for Sustainable Development in

15:30

English Language Teaching: Evidence from Malta’s ELT
Sector
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Mark Mifsud
(University of Malta)

MicroPlayer Club: Engaging Students in Modeling

15:30 Solutions for a Sustainable Future
15:45 Petrovych Serhii and Chunfang Zhou
(University of Southern Denmark - Denmark)
Integrating the SDGs into Higher Education Curriculum:
14:00 Models, Challenges, and Outcomes
14:15 Yamuna Sithambalam
(American University of Phnom Penh - Cambodia)
Curriculum for a Sustainable Future: Comparing
Sustainability Competencies of Polish Engineering and
14:15 Estonian MBA Students
14:30 Aniela Staszewska and Veiko Karu
(Bialystok University of Technology and Estonian Business
School - Estonial)
Sustainability and Resilience of Ukrainian Universities in
14:30 War Conditions (on the Example of Uzhhorod National
) University)
14:45
Hanna Melehanych and Myroslava Lendel
(Uzhhorod National University - Ukraine)
Universities as Drivers of Regional Transformation - The
Parallel . 14:45 TPG Model for a Sustainable Digital Health Ecosystem
M-133 sessionly | SretTalve - . o . .
15:00 Elisa Haucke, Jenny-Victoria Steindorff, Patrick Jahn,
’ and Barbara Castrellon Gutierrez
(Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg - Germany)
Driving Change in Waste Management: Enabling Factors
15:00 and Bottlenecks in an Italian University
15:15 Giulia Romano
(University of Pisa - Italy)
Leveraging a Custom Al Assistant to Support SDG
15:15 Integration Across All Disciplines
15:30 Tai Munro
(MacEwan University - Canada)
Advancing Sustainable Development through
Engineering Education: A Bibliometric Analysis of Recent
15:30 Trends
15:45 | Zoe Kanetaki, Marilena Poulou, Eleni Kanetaki, Evgenia
Tousi, and Maria Sinou
(University of West Attica - Greece)
15:45
Tallinn Hall Closing Session Closing Remarks

16:00
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POSTER PRESENTATIONS

innovation (CROSSPRO project)

Title Authors Institutions
Financing the Future: Investment Strategies Dumanska llona and Nikolchuk Khmelnytskyi Cooperative
for Sustainable Campuses in War Time Juliia Trade and Economic Institute
CROSSing socio-political barriers in PROtein

Alessandro Monaco

Baltic Studies Centre

Stakeholder engagement in sustainability
reporting of a university

and Ulrike Gelbmann

Franz Aschauer, Romana Rauter,

University of Graz

The Role of the Eco EkSoc Initiative in
Greening the Faculty of Economics and
Sociology at the University of Lodz

Dorota Cierniak-Dymarczyk,
Urszula Motowidlak, and Damian
Szymczak

Matgorzata Burchard-Dziubihska,

University of Lodz

An impact tool enriched with Inner
Development Goals (IDGs) for
fransdisciplinary sustainability projects

Janina den Hertog, Elise Eshuis,
and Chantal Velthuis

Saxion

The capacity building approach for
sustainable development goals in higher
education course development

Katrin Mannik and Kai Pata

Tallinn University

Universities as Agents of Inclusive
Sustainability: Evidence from Two Decades of
Cooperation at UIB

Elena Baraza, Joella M Anupol,
Ruth Escribano, Alejandro
Gonzdlez, and Elena Gervilla

Universitat de les llles Balears

Universities as epistemic infermediaries:
Enabling circular transitions in cross-border
regions

Marcel Volkoi

RWTH Aachen University

Building a Green and Smart Campus: The
Poznan University of Technology Experience

Agnieszka Merkisz-Guranowka
and Marlena Kucz

Poznan University of

Reaching to the stakeholders — networking
for new and greener curriculum

Katarzyna Sadowy

Technology
SGH Warsaw School of
Economics

Universities as Catalysts for Sustainable Water

Management and Participatory Innovation:

Integrating Technology, Education, and
Community Engagement

Ulrike Gayh, Benjamin Zierock,
Irma Livier De Regil Sdnchez,
Christoph Hahn, Enis Yazici,
Kenneth Bedu-Addo, and
Augustine Ntiamoah

SRH University of Applied
Sciences Heidelberg

Democratic resilience as part of sustainable
education: A seminar concept for
preventing extremism and promoting
inclusive societies

Mehmet Kart, Yannick von Lautz,

Veronika Zimmer, Margit Stein,

and Alexandra Schramm

IU International University of
Applied Sciences, University of
Vechta, Regensburg University
of Applied Sciences, and
Centre for Radicalisation
Research and Prevention

Practice-oriented university community
partnership

Christoph Hohoff

FOM Hochschule for
Oekonomie & Management
gemeinnUtzige Gesellschaft

The Bridge between university and region:

Innovation managers as change agents for

sustainable transformation in a region
undergoing structural change

Jenny-Victoria Steindorff, Elisa
Haucke, Patrick Jahn, and
Barbara Castrellon-Gutierrez

mbH

Medical Faculty of Martin
Luther University Halle-

Wittenberg




