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In this talk, I report findings from a large study that examines how mobility and on-going changes 

in sociocultural contexts impact on family language policy (FLP) in the UK. According to the 

Department of Education’s School Census (2021), more than a million school children in the UK 

come from multilingual-transnational families. These families are a fundamental component of the 

UK’s ever changing ‘super-diverse’ society, providing knowledge and resources and contributing to 

the economy through a multilingual workforce. But how do these families deal with their multiple 

languages every day, and what factors contribute to their active use or disuse of the minority 

language(s) at home? Using a questionnaire and semi-structured interviews for data collection and 

involving 470 transnational families across the UK, our study provides a descriptive analysis of the 

different types of FLP existing in England and establishes the relationship between parental 

attitudes and the types of FLP in these families. Complementing the descriptive analysis, I use 

interview data to understand the driving forces behind the different types of FLP, and explore how 

language status is directly related to negative or positive attitudes towards developing children’s 

heritage language. In addition, I look into whether migration histories, parental impact beliefs and 

other factors such as socio-emotions lead to a richer or poorer heritage language environment at 

home. The findings indicate that different migration history, cultural heritage, social values, 

economic status, and linguistic loyalty have shaped family decisions about what languages to keep 

and what languages to let go. These decisions and linguistic practices at home have also played 

important roles for the social changes that are happening in the UK today. This study responds to 

the linguistic and demographic changes in British society, and make an important and 

transformative contribution to our knowledge about multilingual development of children in 

transnational families. Critically, this study enhances our understanding of the role FLP plays in 

multilingual development. Because it is constantly interacting with sociopolitical, educational, 

sociocultural and economic forces, FLP has a significant impact on children’s linguistic, academic 

and social wellbeing. 
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